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PREFACE. 



The almost unprecedented success which the 
Author^s work on the other House of Parliament 
has met with, has naturally induced him to lay the 
present volume before the public He hopes it 
will, not only from the nature of the subject, but 
from the spirit in which it has been written, be 
found a suitable companion to *^ Random Recol- 
lections of the House of Commons." His great 
object has been to preserve the strictest impar- 
tiality in his various Sketches, and he trusts he 
has, in this respect, been successful. He also 
hopes the volume will be found fully as interesting 
as his work on the other House of Parliament. 

In a volume embracing so great a variety of 
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fkcts, it is possible some slight inaccuracies may 
be discovered; but the Author hopes that these 
will not only be found unimportant in their 
character, but few in number. 



London, March 28, 1886. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE HOUSE. 

In accordance with the plan I adopted in my 
work on the other House of Parliament ^5 1 begin 
this volume with some account of the interior of 
the building in which the Lords assembled for their 
l^islative deliberations prior to its partial destruc- 
tion by the great fire of October, 1884. That edi- 
fice, as is generally known, has been repaired for 
the accommodation of the Commons at an expense 
of upwards of 80,000/. It is generally supposed 
that it was originally the Banquet Hall attached to 
the royal residence; but that on the erection of 
Westminster Hall, it was converted into the Court 
of Requests, in which the King received the peti* 
tions of bis subjects. It was afterwards, but at 

* '* Random ReooUections of the House of Commons." 
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2 THE HOUSE. 

what precise period is not known, appropriated to 
the use of the Lords. At the union of Great 
Britain and Ireland, in 1800, it was enlarged and 
repaired, and put into that condition in which it 
was found at the time of the late destructive fire. 

The interior of the late House of Lords formed 
a large and spacious chamber. Its length from, 
south to north was eighty feet, and its breadth 
from east to west, forty feet. The height from the 
floor to the ceiling wa$ about thirty feet. The 
place was well lighted by three semi-circulaf^ win- 
dows on each side. The windows were about six 
f^t in height, and their tops were only about one 
foot below the ceiling. The walls beneath were all 
hung with tapestry of the richest kind, divided into 
compartments : the last of the tapestries which had 
been made to decorate the walls of the House ware 
the most superb. They consisted of represents- 
tions of the dispersion of the Spanish Armada in 
the year 1588, and were presented by the States of 
Holland to Queen Elizabeth, in testimony of their 
admiration of the consummate skill and brav^ of 
the English fleet on that occasion. On the borders 
of these tapestries were medallion portraits of the 
various officers belonging to the Engli^ fleet at that 
period. These curious and valuable tapestries were 
all destroyed by the fire of 1834. 



THE HOUSE. 8 

At the southern or upper end of the House was 
placed the King^s throne, which was fitted up in 
185M) ; it was a splendid and costly piece of fumi* 
ture. It consisted of a large canopj of crimson 
velvet, surmounted by an imperial crown: it was 
suppcorted by richly gilded columns, ornamented 
with oak leaves and acoHfis. Their pedestals were 
decorated' with dive branches, and other figures 
emblematic of the glory of Great Britain. It was 
always kept covered, except when occupied by the 
King, or when hiHs were about to receive the royal 
assent by commission. It was elevated about three 
feet above the floor of the House, and was ascended 
by three carpeted steps. In front was a brass 
railing to prevent any other person than the King 
himself approaching it. Outside of this railing, on 
dther side of the throne, the Members of the House 
of' Commons and other distinguished persons were 
allowed to stand to witness the proceedings of the 
House*. At the northern end, or that farthest 
from the throne, was the bar of the House, where 
MeiUbers of the House of Commons who had 
mesfi»ges to deliver to the Lords made their appear- 
ance, and where they might, on any occasion, stand 
during the debates. Other persons were alsoprivi- 

* These observations will be understood as equally appli- 
cable to the present House. 
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4 THE HOUSR. 

leged to stand outside the bar while the business was 
proceeding, provided they had been taken into the 
House by a Peer* The bar was capable of accom- 
modating from one hundred and forty to one hun- 
dred and fifty persons in a standing position ; with 
which position they were, indeed, obliged to be eon- 
tent, for no seats were provided for them. During 
very interesting debates, the space at the bar and 
the space on either side of the throne exhibited a 
living mass of human beings. 

Immediately before the throne was the Woolsack, 
on which the Lord Chancellor sat during the pfo- 
ceedings of the House. It consisted of a sort of 
sack, made, as the name implies, of wool, and was 
covered over with a piece of crimson cloth. The 
woolsack was about six feet in length, two and a half 
in breadth, and about twenty inches in height* It 
must have been irksome for the Lord Chancdlor to 
sit for any length of time on the wodsaek^ aa tbetie 
was nothing against which to rest or support his bade. 
The woolsack extended across the Houses Be£tnre 
it were two other wocdsacks, aboat the sane'ske, 
extending lengthwise, on whidi the Judges^ the 
King's Counsel, and Mast^s in CtuuiGery B«t, 
during the proceedings. On the left hand- dde 
of the House, from the throne, were the Oppo- 
sition benclies, at present tenanted by the Con- 
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servatives ; and on the right were those of MiDis- 
Cers and their supporters. The Lords Spiritual 
had four benches to thenisel?es, on the right of the 
throne. These benches were each about ten or 
twelve feet in length, and were detached from the 
others. The benches ran in tiers along the House, 
from the ^rone to the bar. The tiers were four 
in number ; the first being for dukes, the second 
for marquises, the third for ^rls, and the fourth 
for viscounts and barons. This point of etiquette 
was not very often observed. Peers of different 
ranks, from the highest to the lowest, sat promis- 
cuoudy together. The first row of benches was 
only three cnr four feet from the sacks on which the 
Judges sat. At the furthest end of these sacks was 
the table of the House, where the clerks sat and 
took notes of the proceedings. On the table were 
two boxes, for the reception of petitions and other 
documents which may have been presented to their 
lordships, and which were ordered, as the technical 
phrase is, '^ to lie on the table.^ Between the 
table and the bar 'were several cross-benches, which 
were occupied by Peers who did not identify them- 
selves with either the Liberal or Tory party, but who 
adopted a middle course. It was on these benches 
that the Duke of Richmond and the £arl of Kipon 
took their places when they seceded from the Minis- 
try pf Earl Grey. These noblemen occupy the 
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same seats in the present House. The front ,row 
of benches on the right of the throne immediatdy 
fronting the sacks on which the Judges sat, wm 
always, as in the House of Commons^ occupied by 
Ministers ; that <m the left, directly op^)osite, was 
the place on which the leading Opposition Peers 
sat. All the seats ware padded and cov^wd ov^ 
with crimson doth. 

On the left of the bar was a door "i^ioh comaiu- 
nicated with the House ot Commons : at .thisdoor 
the members of the latter entered when they had 
any message to the Lords; and their Lordslnps, 
when proceeding to the Painted Chamber to hold 
a confa:«nee wilh the Commons, always went- oat 
:at the same door. On the right was a door leading 
to various committee rooms ; and at the north end 
of the House was another door, at which sti^atq^ers 
j^tered, when introduced by Peers. 

Immediately above the bar was a gallery §bx the 
public and the press. It consisted of four sseats, 
and was capable of accomniodating about one imtk" 
rdred persons. The front seat* was appropriated 
exclusively to the reporters. The othei« were for 
the public indiscriminately, who bad fundcured 
Peers* orders — the odIj means of adtnission* Hidf- 
a-crown will procure any one admittance to the 
.^lery of the House of Commons. Fifty pounds 
will not effect the same object ip the gallery of the 
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House of Londs. Gentlemen and. others, not know- 
ing the existence of die rule^*-oc not aware of its 
strict eBlbroeiEieBt-^«v% on various oetariods, 
offered considerable sams for penoission. to enter ; 
but the deeided manner in which the first offer has 
been refused, has always pietented a second. It was 
only on the oceasum of the (rial of Queen Caroline^ 
in 18^, that the gallay of the House ci Lords was 
erected. IVevious to that time, strangers stood 
bdow thfi bar; and there the reporters, at great 
inoonvenienoe, toek itheir notes of the speeches of 
d>e members of die House. Some four or five years 
ago, a small part of the gallery was, by means of 
a divirion, allotted exdkisiyely to the k^aes. It 
waaonly capable of acccenmodiUtng about twenty 
with any degree of comfort. On all impcnrtaat 
ooeasions it was weU fiUed, cybiefly by . li}e imine- 
diate relations ^ Peers. In the gallery of the 
presoit HiKtse there is not, owing to iUk tieiited 
sioe^anytplnce^ the Indies; but jit i^ und^slopd 
A^y w£il noti.be forgott^ in the arrax^gement of 
thernew.^u^^ 

In ^paaUng ^if the g^U^ ei the House of 
Londa^iit wt>ujil be uDpardooable to oi^t the 
ttMaation of the racnarlfcaUy. obl^^i^ disposition, 
and urbaflsib;roCtmanner» invariably. shoFn towards 
all who hfiVe occasion to be in it» by M>< Magg$, who 
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is entrusted now, as he was in the old edifice, 
vith the care of that part of the House. Strangers, 
when Tilting other places sometimes experience 
uncivil treatment from the officers ; but any one 



CHAPTER II. 

FORMS, RULES, REGULATIONS^ &C., OF THE HOUSE. 

The opening either of a new Parliament, or of a 
new Session ot Parliament when the latter is opened 
by the King in person, is a very imposing spectacle. 
Hie former is always done by the King in person^ 
except under very extraordinary circumstances. 
The interior of the House on such occasions pre* 
sents a most interesting sight. 

The ceremony usually commences at a quarter 
past two in the afternoon. As early as twelve 
there is always a large attendance of Peeresses, 
Peeresses^ daughters, and other female members of 
the aristocracy, all in full dress. The attendance 
of Peers on such occasions is usually limited ; their 
absence is chiefly owing to a wish to accommodate 
the ladies with their seats* The number of ladies 
generally present when the King opens a new Par- 
liament, or a new Session of Parliament, in person, 
is from two to three hundred* Notwithstanding 
the extremely unfavourable state of the weather on 

b3 



10 FOEMSi RULES, REGULATIONS, &C., 

the opening of the present Session, the number of 
female members of the aristocracy could not have 
been much imder two hundred and fifty. As the 
present House is of such very limited dimensions, 
a considerable number found it impossible to 
procure comfortable seats in the body of the House, 
and therdbre stationed themselves in the two dd^ 
galleries which extend along that part of the 
House nearest the throne. The se^ie, ^Itog^ihesr, 
when the King arrived, was one of wusiial aplen* 
dour. In the side gaUeries^ as junt lAeptionQd, 
mid along the two first rows of bendies on ^het 
side of the floor, with the exception 0t jthe Miiiis^ 
terial benchi and that o^upied by the leaders of 
the Opposition, — the ladies were ranged^ armored 
in their most splendid ^ppard ; while the other 
parts of the Hou^e w^e occupied by the Peev% 
the FcHreign Ambassadors, and other dktinguidied 
persons frofnt eveiy court in the world mamtainiiig 
at the present time a friendly understanding with 
this country. The Peers wereall clothed in the robes 
of state pecuMar to their respective ranks. The 
Foreign Ambassadors, and the other distingui9hed 
persons from foreign courts, w^^ ako dressed in 
the court costume of their different countries. The 
FcMrdgn Ambassadors have a pla^ allotted to them^ 
selves on the seats immediately behind Ministers, 
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Between the Mioisterial bench andihe rig^ of the 
throne^ are, as observed in the previous chapter, the 
seats appropriated to the Lords Spiritualf on 
which the Bishops sat, dressed ia full canonicals* 
Outside the bar were the members of the House 
of Ootaimons, headed by their Speaks. The 
gaUery for fitrangers was on this, as on all similar 
oceadons, shut to the pubUe. Peent* orders^ which 
on other occasions command the instant admission 
of those who are icxtxam^ enough to procure them, 
always go for nothing when the King opens Par* 
fiament in person ; and also, indeed, when it is 
opened by eommisskin. Nothing but the ugned 
and sealed order c^ tbe Lord Gmat Chamberlain 
wfll prove a pasqport to any one. The select 
dudraoter of the company, even in the strangers' 
gidl^, on sudi occasions, may, tker^orej be at 
onee inferred. The parties consist in a great 
nieasm?e of the male relatives or fnends of 
Jreers* 

As on all siaoilar oc c asi on s, the firing of cannon 
announced the arrival of his Miyesty outside the 
House. In a few minutes affcer, the flourishing of 
a trumpet intimated that he weub on the eve <^ 
making fab entrance. The Peers all rose; the 
Kmg made his appearance and advanced to the 
throne. He seated himself on it, and then desired 
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the Lords to resume their seats. When he is 
absent they usually eit with their hats od their 
heads; when he is present they are all uncovered 
as a mark of respect to him. Shortly after, when 
the necessary arrangements were completed, and 
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mode of walking, than to say — ^^he waddles*^ 
The latter is not a very classical term, but in the 
present case it is peculiarly expressive. His fiioe 
is round and full. His complexion is something 
between dark and sallow. What the colour of his 
hair is I cannot positively say, as on every occasion 
on which I have seen him he had either the crown 
or a hat on his head. As far as I could form a 
judgment it is of a light brown. His features are 
small and not very strongly marked, considering 
his advanced age. His nose is diort and broad, 
rather than otherwise. His forehead is pretty 
ample both in breadth and height, but has a flat- 
ness about it which deprives it of any intellectual 
expression. His large light-grey eyes are quick in 
their movements, and clear and piercing in their 
glances. His countenance is highly indicative of 
good nature blended with bluntness. You see 
nothing either in his appearance or manners that 
would lead you to infer that he was other than a 
plain country gentleman. That he is goodhearted 
and unaffectedly simple in his demeanour, is a fact of 
which you are convinced the very first glance you 
get of him. The beadle of a parish, when clothed 
in his cloak of office, struts about at the church door 
with an air of immeasurably greater self-importance 
than William the Fourth exhibits when he meets 
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in state the Nobles and Commoners of the land. 
You cannot help thinking that he wishes in his 
heart he could either dispense with the prescriptive 
ceremonies he has to go through at the openii^ 
and closing of each Session, or that in the overflow- 
ing kindness of his soul, he forgets at the time he 
is the Sovereign of these realms. His every look 
and movenient furnish evidence, not to be mistaken, 
of the man triumj^ing over the MoEnarob. It is 
clearly with difficulty that, in the midst a[ the pro* 
cession to the throne, he restrains, himself ijrom 
suddenly stepping aside to shake hands with every 
nobleman he sees around him. As it is*— contrary to 
the usual practice of Kings on such occasions-^he 
nods, and evidently says in hb own mind^ ^^ How, do 
you do ? ^ to every Peer he passes. Of his extreme 
good nature and simplknty of manners he. gave 
several striking proofs at the opening of the presemt 
Session. The day was unusually gloomy, which, 
added to an imperfectbn in his visual organs conse- 
quent on advanced years, and to the darkness of the 
present House of Lords, especially in the place 
where the throne is situated, — ^rendered it impossible 
for him to read the Royal Speech with facility. 
Most padendy and goodnaturedly did he struggle 
with the task, often heutating, sometimes mis- 
taking, and at others correcting himsdf. Oa one 
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ocoadoa he stuek akog^ber, wbea, a&et two or 
diree ineffectual efforts to make out the ipord, he 
was obliged to give it up, when turning to Lord 
Melbourne, who stood on his right hand, and looking 
him most rignificantly in diefeioe, he said, in a tone 
si:^ciently loud to be audible m all parts of the 
House, '' Eh! what is it?'' The infinite good- 
nature and Uuntness with which the question was 
put, would have reconciled the most inreterate 
republican to monarchy in England, so long as it 
is embodied in the person of William the FourUi. 
Lord Melbourne hftving whispered die obstructing 
word, the King proceeded to toil throu^ the 
speech, but by the time he got to about the middle, 
the Librarian brought him two wax tapers, on 
which he suddenly paused, and raising his head, 
and looking at the Lords and Commons, he ad- 
dressed them on the spur of the moment in a 
per£sctly di^inct vcice^ and wiUiout the least em« 
barrassment or the mistake of a Mngle word, in these 
terms: — 

** My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^^ I have hitherto not been able, from want 
of light, to read this speech in the way its import- 
ance deserves ; but, as lights are now brought me. 
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I will read it again from the commencement, and 
in a way which, I trust, will command your 
attention.^^ 

He then again, though evidently fatigued by 
the difficulty of reading in the first instance, began 
at the beginning, and read through the speech in a 
manner which would have done credit to any pro^ 
fessor of elocution, — though it was clear he laboured 
under a slight hoarseness, caused most probably by 
cold. The sparkling of the diamonds in the crown, 
owing to the reflection caused by the lighted 
candles, had a fine efiect. Probably this was the 
first occasion on which a King of England ever read 
his speech by candlelight, at the opening of his 
Parliament. 

Shakspeare lays it down as a maxim — *' Uneasy 
lies the head that wears a crown.^ In this Shaks^ 
peare is wrong. It is no doubt true as a general 
rule, but it does not admit of universal applicati(»i. 
Had Shakspeare lived in the reign of William the 
Fourth, he would never have penned the obser- 
vation in the unqualified way in which it stands. 
He would have seen in the person of our present 
Sovereign an exception to the rule. His head does 
not lie uneasily. The Crown sits lightly on it. 
Not that he is indifferent about the welfare of his 
subjects ; far from it; but because he believes that 
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they live under a mild and paternal and enlightened 
Govemment, and that, conscious of nothing but the 
most kindly feelings towards them, he never allows 
his mind to be haunted for one moment with any 
su^icion of their loyalty to his person or fidelity to 
his throne. It is one of the irresistible tendencies 
of his nature to look on the sunny side of the 
picture ; in this case his unsuspecting disposition wiU 
not betray him into any error. The generous con- 
fidence he reposes in the friendly feelings of his 
subjects towards him, is not misplaced. Few 
monarchs have reigned more in the affections of 
his subjects than does William the Fourth of 
England. 

What I have said respecting the opening of the 
present Session applies in the main to the opening 
of every Session when the King is personalty 
presait. When he is absent the opening takes 
place by commission, the Lord Chancellor, or Lord 
Keeper of the Great Seal, reading his speech from 
the woolsack. 

On the meeting of a new Parliament, after the 
delivery of the King's speech, the first thing done 
is that of the Lord Chancellor, or Keeper of the 
Great Seal, taking the oaths and subscribing the 
declarations, as prescribed by various Acts of the 
Legislature. The certificate of the clerk of the 
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crown respectii^ die sixteen Peers elected to serve 
in Parliament tor Scotland* is next read, after 
which all ibe Peers present take the oaths, and 
stthscribe the declaration in the same manner 
as the Xiord Chanodlor. When this is done some 
Inll is read pro firmd, on whidi the Lord 
Chancellor reports his Majesty ^s Speech from the 
Throne. The Cconmittee of Privileges is next 
appointed, after which the House adjourns to the 
same day as the House of Commons. At the 
beginning of ev«ry other Session of the same 
Parliament, after prayars are said^ the same forms 
are gone through, with the exception of takiag the 
oaths and subscrilHng the declaration. Any Peer 
voting before he baa taken the oaths, renders his 
whole property liable to forfeiture. Peers who 
expect to be absent during the whole or part of the 
sitting of the new Parliament most be pre&eist to 
name their proxies; otherwise they comlot vote by 
proxy* 

At the next meeting c^ their Lordships, which, 
at the commenoemeot of a new Pavliament^ usually 
talLes place in five or six days after the delivery of 
the King's speech, they take that speech into their 
oooskleration in the same way as in the other 

* Tha twenty-eight Irish BepresentatiTe Peers are chssen 
for life. 
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House*. At the opening of a new Scarion, die 
-House only adjourns fbr a few hours. Though an 
amendment is iMuall j mored to the answer to the 
King's Address^ — it is dii^y done fbr the pur- 
pose of affording a better opportunity for the 
expression of the opinions of the opponents of 
.Goyemment^ and not with the fixed determi* 
nation of pressing the House to a division on the 
subject. 

Before proceeding to business, prayers me 
read on every suceeediog day during the sessioD, 
by the junior bishop. The House usually meets 
at ten o'*cloek, when some law Lords and two or 
three Peers sit for the puipose of hearing cases 
of ttppeeHL The House genwally doses the hear- 
ing of appeab at diree o'dock, and adjourns to 
five, when it again assembles for the purpose of 
legisladng on the bunness of the nation. 

As the Lord Chanodlor, or Lord Keeper of the 
'Great Seal is, by virtue of his oflSce, Speaker of 
the House, the Lords have not, like the Commons, 
on the meetkig of every new Parliament to choose a 
Speaker ; but in the event of his absence (and ako 
that of any other Peer authorised by the King to 
supply that place, on any occasion,) from the House 

• More ample information on ibis snlject will be found in 
^* Random Reoolkctuma of the House of Commons." 
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the Lords have a right to choose their own Speaker 
until his return. This right, however, never be- 
comes the subject of party contest, one of the two 
Deputy Speakers being always present to take the 
seat of the absent Lord Chancellor. 

It is unnecessary to say, that the Lord Chan- 
cellor sits on the woolsack during the proceedings 
of the House. His Lordship, when on the woolsack, 
is always clothed in his robes of office as a Law 
Judge. The Great Seal and Mace always lie before 
him. When his Lordship rises to speak, he must 
quit the woolsack and take the place to which 
he is entitled ao^rding to his rank as a Peer. 
He has a right to speak on any subject tiiat comes 
before the House, and so far possesses a privilege 
which is denied to the Speaker of the House of 
CommcHis. 

A certain number of the Judges, Masters of 
Chancery, and of the King's Privy Council, are 
always summoned by writ to be in attendance 
during the sitting of- each Parliament. They are 
not permitted to sit among the Peers, but, as 
before stated, have two seats resembling the wool- 
sack in the middle of the floor for themselves. The 
Peers usually sit with their hats on, but the Judges 
and King's Council m ust sit uncovered . They are not 
permitted to speak on any subject, or under any 
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eircuinstanoes until tbey are formallj required to 
do so ; even then, if any noble Lord opposes their 
speaking, the question that leave be granted tbem 
to speak, must be first decided in the affirmative 
by a majority of the House. 

In the House of Lwds, instead of a Peer address- 
ing himself to the Lord Chancellor, as the members 
of the other House di» to the Speaker, he must 
address himself to the Lords generally. 

As regards the frequency of speaking, the same 
r^^uli^ioDS are observed as in the Lower House. 
No Member is allowed to speak a second time 
on aay question, except it be in the way of expla- 
nation, or when the Pe^ who made the mo- 
tion wishes to reply. This applies to the [M'o- 
eeediogs yflmn their Lordships are sitting as a 
House; when in Committee, they may speak as 
ottea as they think proper. No noble Lord must, 
on any occasion, or under any circumstances, men« 
tion the name or title of any other noble Lord. If 
he wishes to refer to any particular Peer, he must 
do so in some such phraseology as the following-^ 
" The noble Duke," or " the ndble Marquis who 
has just sat down,'^ ^the noble Earl, at the head 
of his Majesty's Government," "the noble and 
learned Lord," " the noble Lord that spoke last," 
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'< the noble Viscount who spoke last but one/^ ^Uhe 
noble Baron who spoke last but two," &c. &c. 

In conducting bills through the House, nearly 
the same order is observed as in the Commons* 
Though there is no spedfic rule or regulation 
against opposing a bill on its first reading, there 
is a conventional understanding among the Members 
that no opposition be offered to any measure at 
that stage of the proceedings. Nor is any measure, 
except in very peculiar drcumstances, opfxised on 
its third reading. The opposition, debate, and 
division, are always expected to take place on the 
second reading. The first and third readings are 
concurred in as a matter of course. 

When the measure to be introduced is one of 
great importance, and likdy to lead to a warm and 
lengthened discussion, the usual practice is to ask 
leave to bring in the bill. The Peer, who asks 
such permission of the House, prefaces his motion 
to that effect by an ample statement of the pro- 
visions of the intended measure^ with the grounds 
on which he rests its alleged necessity or expe- 
diency. The motion for this permission is almost 
invariably assented to, those who may be expected 
to be opposed to it, urging as their reason for 
acquiescing in its introduction, that, as it is not 
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before them, they cannot be expected to give anj 
decided opinion on its merits, and adding that they 
reserve any opposition they may have to offer to it 
until it is regularly befinre them, and th^ have 
had time duly to examine its provisioss. 

When a bill has been read a second time, the 
next thing to be done is to move that it be com* 
mitted. This is always assented to by the oppos- 
ing Peers as a matter of course^ because they know 
that the same nuyority that canried the second 
reading of the UU, would inevitably carry its com- 
mittal. If the measure be one of great and general 
importance, it is refnrred to the consideration of a 
Committee of the whole House: if only of limited 
CNT local interest, it is referred to a Sdect Com- 
mittee. 

In Committees of the whole House, the various 
dauses of a measuine are read seriatim, in order that 
any noble Lord, should he feel so inclined, may 
have an opportunity of proposing either the entire 
omisdon of particular dauses or smne amendment 
to them. On those clauses which recognise lead- 
ing prindples, or which, in other words, may be 
^d to embody the principle of the measure, a 
discussion takes place, which is often as ample and 
animated as on the second reading of the bill. The 
only differences in the two cases are, that when in 
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Committee the Lord Chancellor does not sit on the 
woolsack, but has his place supplied by the Earl 
of Shaftesbury, the Chairman of Committees, — 
that every member may speak as often as he pleases, 
— ^and that no proxies are allowed to vote. 

In Select Committees, which consist only of ten 
or fifteen, or some other limited number of Peers, 
the sittings are always in an apartment up stairs, 
or some other apartment adjoining the House. 
When on these occasions one member addresses the 
other members of the Committee he must do so 
uncovered, but he may remain in his seat, if he 
please, all the time he is addressing them. 

When a bill has gone through Committee, a 
report of the alterations or alleged at endments 
which have been made in its provisions, is read to 
the House, and it is for the House to reject 
or adopt those alleged amendments, as it thinks 
proper; or it may adopt part and reject the re- 
mainder. On bringing up the report on measures 
of importance, I have often seen very warm dis- 
cussions arise, though a division takes place but 
seldom at that stage of a bill. When the report 
of the Committee is read and approved of, the bill 
is ordered to stand for a third reading on a given 
day, but it cannot take place on the day on which 
the report is brought up. When the bill is read 
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a third time the question is immediately put by the 
Lord Chancellor, that it do ^ass, which is always 
acquiesced in as a matter of course* If the measure 
originated with the Lords themselves, it is sent 
down to the Commons by a deputation, usually 
consisting of two Masters in Chancery. No Peer 
can, under any circumstances, be sent to the House 
of Commons, as that would be deemed derogatory 
to the character of their Lordships. The bill has, 
in the supposed case, to go through essentially 
the same forms in the Lower House as if it had 
originated there. The nature of these forms I 
have described in ** Random Recollections of the 
House of Commons." When the measure has 
passed the Lower House, it is returned to the 
Lords, in order that they may accept or reject the 
alterations or amendments, or any part of them, 
which have been made on it. If they approve of 
the alterations made, the bill is engrossed or written 
fairly out on parchment, and is immediately sent to 
the King to receive the Royal Assent, on which it 
becomes the law of the land. But if the King 
refuse his signature to it, as George the Third did 
in the case of the Catholic Emancipation Bill of 
1806, it necessarily falls to the ground. The way 
in which the King intimates his determination not 
to ^ve his assent to the measure, is not by a positive 

c 
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refusal in so many words; he simply observes, in 
answer to the apf^ication made to him for that 
purpose, ^'LeBoi s^avisera,^ namely^ '^ The King 
will consider at it,'' which is understood to be a 
final determination not to sanction the measure. 
When the Royal Assent is given to any measure — • 
which it can be in bills requiring haste witfaoat the 
King'^s presence, by executing a Commission for 
the purpose to some of his nobles — the clerk of the 
Parliament intimates the circumstance to their 
Lordships, — ^the clerk of the Crown having pre- 
viously read the title of the bill. If the bill be a 
pubfic one, the answer is, " Le Roi le veut,'' viz., 
« The King wills it so to be/' If a private bill, 
the answer is, •* Soit fait comme il est deeir^*' 
namely, ** Let it be as it is desired/' If the bill 
relates to sums of m(Niey granted to his Majesty, it 
must be carried up and presented by the Speaker of 
the House of Commons, the Lord9 having notbing 
to do with money matters. The answer of the Kisg 
to sud) bills is, ^^ Le Roi remercie ses loyaux sujets, 
accepte leur benevolence, et aussi le veot,'*— which 
means that ^< The King thanks his loyial sabjects, 
accepts their benevolence, and wills it so to be*" 

If the Lords reftise to acquiesce in any altera- 
tions which the other House may have made in a 
measure sent down by them, a conference is 
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demanded, which used to take place in the Painted 
Chamber before the late destructive fire, but which 
is now held in another adjoining apartment. The 
conference consists of certain members deputed by 
each house. The Lords sit covered at a table, 
while the Commons must stand uncovered during 
the ccmversational discourse that takes place on the 
points in dispute. If the two Houses cannot 
come to an imderstanding together, the business is 
at an end, and the measure falls to the ground. 
The same observation equally applies to bills 
which have originated in the other House and 
been sent up to their Lordships, should the altera- 
tions, under the name of amendments, made by the 
latter, not receive the sanction of the former. Bills 
sent up by the Commons for the sanction of their 
Lordships are immediately returned, should no 
alteration be proposed, with the words written on 
them, ^^ Soit bailie aux Communes.^ All bills 
sent up by the Commons have to go through sub- 
stantially the same forms as those which originate 
in the Lords. 

When a bill is sent up by the Commons to the 
Lords, the member bearing it is usually accom- 
panied by a number of other members. The object 
in this is to show the respect which the Lower 
House entertains towards the Peers. The Usher 

c2 
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of the Lords announces this deputation in these 
words, ^* My Lcnrds, a message from the Gnnmons," 
when the Lord Chancellor desires the persons bear- 
ing it to be brought in. As the Member of the 
Commons who carries the bill advances on these 
occasions towards the bar of the House of Lords, 
he makes three low bows, and addressing himself 
to the Lord Chancelbr, or Lord Keeper, who, 
with the Great Seal* before him, advances to the 

* There Isnotiiiiig of whidi one kean so frequently^ or of 
vrhidx 80 Utile is known, as the Great Seal. The statement, 
so often made in giving an account of the proceedings in the 
Upper House^ of the Lord Chancellor carrying it before him, 
is altogether a fiction. His Lordship merely carries heSonte him 
the bag in which it is deposited when he receives it from the 
King, or when, on his retirement from office, he delivers it 
up into his Majesty's hands. This bag is embroidered with 
tassels of gold, silver, and sOk, beautifbDy worked togedier. 
His Mitjesty's arms are on both sides. Tlie bag is about twelve 
inches square. The Great Seal is made of silver, and 
measures seven inches in diameter. It is in two part^ and 
is attached to the letters patent by a libbon or ^p of parcb» 
ment inserted at the bottom of the instmrnmrt thnnig^ a sMt 
made for the purpose. The ends of the ribbon or pflreh* 
ment are put into the Seal, and the wax is x>oured into an 
orifice left at die top 0/ the Seal for the purpose. The Seal 
is one inch and a half thick whm fixed to reeeive the wa& 
The impression of the Seal is exacdy six indies ift dfawater, 
and three quarters of an inch in thidcness. 

The obverse represents the King on horseback, habited in 
a flowing mantle, holding a mardial's baton in his rig^ 
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bar to receive the bill, — ^he says, ** The Commons 
have passed an act intituled, Scc.^ to which they 
dewe your Xtordships' concurrence." As he 
makes the ob^ervaitioa he hands the Inll to the 
Loud Chancellor^ or Lord Keeper of the Great 
SeiJ, who receiv^es it with a nod, and returns to 
the woolsack. The member presenting it, and 
those who accompany him, then retire from the 
bar, making the same reverences as when they 
advanced to it, and return to their own House* 
The Lord Cbancdlor, or hord Keeper of the 
Great Seal, on reaching the woolsack reads aloud, 
so as to be heard by all the other Peers, the title 
€i thfi biU sent up to their House. The same 
ceremony is gone through on the bringing up of 

hand; in the back ground is a ship in full sidl, surrounded 
mtfa llie legend €rul&dmus Quartut Dei Gratia Britanniaruin 
R*z«.'Fidet Detosw : under the for^round of the figure 1$ a 
trident within a wreath of oak. The rererse represents the 
King crowned, and in his coronation robes> holding the sceptre 
msd moiiind sealed in St. £dward*8 Chair ; on his right hand 
is Britannia, Peaces and Plenty ; on his left N^tune holding 
his tridfnt, Beligion and Paith ; over the head of the King 
are the Anns of England surrounded with palm leaves, and 
under his feet a eaduceus, the whole within a border of oak 
leares and aomvs. On every new accession to the throne 
ancW'Ssal is struck».and the old one is cut into four pieces 
and deposited in the Tower. The 4ie for the present Seal 
was struck by Mr^ Benjamin Wyon^ and is allowed on all 
hands to be unrivalled as a work of art. 
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every bill, though fifteen or twenty should be 
brought up at once. 

It is not requisite in the Lords, as in the 
Commons, that forty, or any considerable number 
of members be present before commencing business. 
If the Lord Chancellor, two other temporal Peers, 
and a Bishop are present, it will suffice. I have 
often seen the business begun when the number 
of members in the House did hot exceed ten or 
twelve, and on many occasions on which no ques- 
tions of importance were expected to come before 
their Lordships, I have known the evening's sitting 
concluded without numbering twenty Peers. 

There is a rule or regulation in the House of 
Lords, precisely the same as that in the Commons, 
prohibiting the bringing forward of the same 
measure more than once during the same Session. 

The mode of taking the votes in the House of 
Lords is very different from that adopted in the 
Commons. The manner of taking the votes in the 
Lower House will be found detailed at length in the 
work to which I have already more than once referred. 
In the Upper House the members give their 
votes beginning at the lowest baron, and proceeding 
seriatim to the Peers highest in rank. Every one 
answers by himself, " Content,^ or ** Not Content," 
according as he is friendly or opposed to the 
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measure before the House. If the numbers should 
chance to be equal, it is invariably presumed that 
the House is against the bill, so that the ** Not 
Contents,'^ or its c3()ponents, succeed as completely 
in defeating it as if they had a majority of twenty 
to one. Whih the votes are being taken every one 
remains in his plaee» but when they are all taken, 
the " Contents'^ go below the bar, while the " Not 
Contents," remain within the bar. 

Ministers and their adherents sit, as in the 
House of Commons, on the benches on the right 
side of the House, and the Opposition on the left 
The disproportion between the Tories and Liberals 
is so great in the Lords, that when a change 
of Ministry, and a consequent change of places by 
the two parties occurs, the comparative emptiness 
of the benches formerly crowded, and the crowded 
stale of those formerly so empty, has a curious 
iqspearance to the eye of one in the habit of 
attending the House. 

It is pnly, as in the House of Commons, by 
sufferance, that the newspapers publish the pro- 
ceedings in the House of Lords. There is an 
express standing order against any such publication. 
Of course it is equally contrary to the orders of 
the House that strangers should be present during 
the debates. The pr^tioe of excluding them 
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during the time a division takes place, is stiU 
observed in the Upper ^ well as in the Lower 
House. 

The House of XA)rd8« like that of the Commons^ 
usuallyadjoumsfrom day to day, except on Fridays, 
when it adjourns till Monday. At Easter, how- 
ever, both Houses adjourn for nearly a fortnight, 
and, if it appear proper to the members, they 
may adjourn eith» of the Houses for any period 
they think proper. When Sir Robert Peel's 
Administration was dissolved in April last year, 
both Houses were adjourned for a month, in order 
that time might be afforded to the members of 
the Ministry, in the Commons, to be re-eleeted, 
and the Administration consolidated. An adjourn- 
ment, however long, makes no alteration in the 
state of measures before the House ; on its again 
meeting they are taken up at the particular sta^ 
in which they were left. It is different when a 
prorogation takes place. All bills and measures, how- 
ever far advanced through the House, fall as much 
to the ground as if they had never been before it. 
The King has no right to adjourn the Lords ** 
It can only be done by the Lord Chancellor, or 
Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, with the consent 
of the House ; but his Majesty o^, whenever he 
* These observations equally apply to ihe Lower House. 
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pleases, prorogue the House, and ther^ore his 
private widi, on any occaaon, for an adjournment, 
has only to be known to be complied with. Both 
Houses usuaDy, but not always, adjourn at the 
same times and for the same periods ; but the one 
has no influence over the other in this or in any other 
respect. The King may order Parliament to 
adjourn to any place he pleases. It is a mistake to 
suppose it must always meet at Westminster. 

I stated in a former part of this chapter that the 
Lords have nothing to do with money bills in the way 
of making any alteration in them, but that they must 
either accept or reject them as sent up to them by 
the House of Commons. If a bill, however, per- 
tuning to money, be mixed up with other matters in 
the form of one bill, the money clauses may be ex- 
punged, and the other part of the bill be preserved. 
An instance occurred last Session in the case of the 
Church of Ireland Bill. Their Lordships having 
no objection to the Tithes BiU, but being, on the 
contrary, friendly to it, concurred in the clauses 
which related to it, while, on the motion of an 
Opposition Peer, no fewer than thirty-two clauses 
bearing on the appropriation of the property of the 
Church to other than ecclesiastical purposes, were 
expunged. As Ministers, however, declined to pro* 
ceed with the Tithes Bill detached from the appro- 

c 3 
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priation measure, the former of course fell to the 
ground. 

It is not necessary that the Speaker be a Peer 
of the realm. On different occasions one of the 
Judges, not a Peer, has, when there happened to 
be no Lord Chancellor at the time, and the 
Keeper of the Great Seal has been absent, — pre- 
sided on the woolsack ; but in such cases he has, 
of course, no vote. In the Session of 1885, Sir 
William Pepys, Master of the Rolls, though only 
a member of the House of Commons, occupied 
the woolsack for several weeks during the absence 
of Lord Denman, who was then engaged in the 
perfdrmance of his judicial duties at the country 
assizes. 

Strangers in the gallery, as in the House of 
Commons, are always ordered out when a division 
is about to take place ; but the moment it is over, 
they are re-admitted. Members of the Commons 
never go to the stranger^s gallery, but stand out- 
side the bar, or in the open space outside the 
throne. 

I have already stated, that the House usually 
sits in its judicial capacity from ten o^clock in the 
morning till three in the afternoon. The public are 
then admitted without a Peer's order. The gallery, 
however, is not open on such occasions : the 
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pubtie stand outside tbe bar, Tlie Dumber of 
Peers present, during the transaction of Judicial 
business, seldoHi exceeds six or sevens usually oon- 
sistiag of three or four of the Judges, and two or 
three other Peers. 

The Peers have a right to call for the assistance 
of Counsel, when anj measure which they think 
requires such aid is before the House. The latest 
instances m which they have employed Counsel, 
were in the case of the Stafford Election Bribery 
business in the Sesaoa of 1884, and in that of the 
Municipal Corporation Reform Bill, last Session. 
The Counsel on such occa^ns stand outside tbe 
bar, from which place they examine witnesses and 
address their Lordships. 

When any question of very great importance is 
to be brought before the House, any Peer has the 
right of compelling the attendance of the other 
Peers. The method adopted in this case is, to 
issue a circular to each Peer, requiring his pre- 
sence on the day fixed on, which is synonymous 
with a call of the House in the other branch of 
die Ic^slature. 
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CHAPTER III. 

MISCELLAKEOdS OBSERVATIONS. 

In the foregoing chapter I have mentioned the 
leading rules, r^ulations, &c., of the House, with 
some of the privil^es of the Peers. There are 
a great many other forms and observances of minor 
importance enjoined in the standing orders (^ the 
House, but only a part of them is attended to. It 
is a standing order of the House, as previously 
mentioned, that no part of the proceedings of the 
House be published, and ocmsequently every news* 
paper in the kingdom is daily and weekly guilty of 
an infractiixi of that order, as are the Peers them* 
selves in openly countenancing it. Another order 
not very strictly adhered to, is that which enjoins 
every Peer to sit in the place which he is entitled to 
occupy in virtue of his relative rank. One standing 
order never enforced is, that every Lord who enters 
the House aft&c prayers shall be fined according 
to his rank. If he be a Baron or a Bishop, the 
penalty is to be one shilling ; and <^ if any degree 
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above^** he is to be fided two shillings. Every 
Lord who does not go to the House at all, and 
renders no admissible excuse for his absence, is to 
be subject to a fine of five shillings. The penalties 
thus exacted are ordered to be given to the poor. 
Were this order strictly enforced, the paucity of 
attendance at the time of prayers, and the empti- 
ness of the benches sometimes for weeks in succes- 
sicHi, would prove the source of no mconsiderable 
revenue to the poor. Another of the standing 
orders which are daily violated is, that which pro>- 
hitiits any Peer from enterii^ the House of Com* 
nuffis without first obtaining leave from the Hou^ 
4)f which he is a member. The truth is, diat the 
standing orders of the House are so numerous, 
and embrace sud> a variety of points^ that it were 
matter of as much difficulty rigidly to observe 
them as most people, whose business is exclusively 
with the Excise, find it to be to keep its taws. The 
standing orders amount in number to t)o fewer 
timn two hundred and thirteen. 

Every one who has had an opportunity of ob- 
serving the proceedings in both Houses, must have 
been struck with the decided superiority of the 
Upper over the Lower House in regard to the 
talent, order, and good taste displayed in debating 
on public questions. 
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Observations to this dfect are invariably made 
by those who have been present during debutes in 
both Houses ; and they have generally expressed 
their sm^se at the circumstance. It appears to 
me that nothing could be more capable of easy 
explanation. In the first place^ the Pe^a being 
hereditary, and once in the Upper House remain- 
ing there for life, have^ in the great majority of 
cases, been members for a long coarse of years, 
and, consequently, have all the advantage of ex- 
perience in regard to its proceedings over the other 
branch of the legislature. Then, again, the greater 
part of them have the further advantage of having 
been driUed into habits of public speaking and 
transacting public business, by a sort of apprentiee^ 
ship in the House of Commons. And how much 
long practice sharpens the faculties of the mind, as 
well as in most cases improves the manner of public 
speaking, must be known to every body who has 
ever thought on the subject. The Commons have no 
such advantages : a great number of the members 
of that House retire at every general dection,— not 
to mention the changes which take place in the 
re^nresentation of the country in the interval ; while 
their places are supplied by raw country gentlemen^ 
and persons who know nothing of public business or 
public speaking, — many of whom perhaps never 
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were in the House in their lives. To school such 
persons into a knowledge of the rules and forms of 
the House, requires, in many cases, a period of 
some years. But this is not all. In the House of 
Ck)mmons, the members being responsible to their 
constituents, and liable to be dismissed on the re- 
currence of every new general election, are often, 
far the sake of retaining their good opinion, obliged 
to make speeches whether Nature has intended them 
for public speaking or not; and often, too, on 
particular subjects with which they are but very 
imperfectly acquainted. Indifferent exhibitions on 
the floor of the Lower House must, in many cases, 
be the result of this disagreeable necessity. In the 
Upper House, the members are more fortunately 
circumstanced. Responsible to no constituency or 
person, and certain of their seats for life, unless they 
commit any serious crime against the State, they 
are perfectly free to act as they choose — to make 
a speech or maintain an unbroken silence, just as 
they feel inclined. 

The scenes of confusion so common in the 
other House, are of very rare occurrence in the 
Lords. In the latter place one's ears are never 
assailed by the zoological sounds so frequently 
to be heard in the Lower House. The art 
of cock-crowing has yet to be learned by the 
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Peers; nor have any of their Lordships yet 
afforded evidence of possessing the enviable ac- 
quirement of brajring like a certain long-eared 
animal, yelping like a dog, or mewing Uke the 
feline creation. You hear no sounds in the Upper 
House resembling those emitted by a Scotch bag- 
pipe or an Italian hand-organ. There are no ven* 
triloquists there: if you wish to see exhibitions, 
and hear sounds of this description, you must de- 
scend to the Lower House, where you cannot fail 
to form a very exalted opinion of the talents of 
the principal performers. 

In the Lords, the triumphant party never even 
cheer, in the usual acceptation of the term, how- 
ever great the victory they have achieved over 
their opponents. The announcement of the result 
of every division is heard in unbroken silence. In 
the course of the debates — however high party 
feeling may run on each side of the question — 
you never witness any other demonstration of 
that feeling than in an occasional < Hear, hear!' 
Or it may be, your ears are greeted with cries of 
' Order, order I ' from the opposite side, when any 
member is transgressing, or is supposed to be 
transgressing, the rules of the House, either as 
regards the respect due to some Peer individually, 
or to the House in its collective capacity. You 
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are struck with the gravity which usually charac- 
terises the proceedings in the Upper House* The 
contrast wUl appear particularly striking if you have 
be^o in the other House in some of its more noisy 
and uproarious moods. The gravity, indeed, of the 
proceedings in the Xiords, often verges on dulness : 
still you cannot fail to be struck with the superior 
talents and business habits of their Lordships. 

There is one thing which goes far to account for 
the superior gravity and order which characterise 
the proceedings of the hereditary branch of the 
legislature, apart from the influence which their 
Lordships' own notions of dignity have in pro. 
ducing those effects. I allude to the circumstance 
of the disparity in the number of members in each 
House. Though the number of members in the 
House of Lords is only about a third less than 
the number of members of the other House, the 
attendance on important occasions in the latter 
place, is usually nearly three times as great as 
that in the Lords* The system of voting by proxy 
in the Upper House, while no such system exists in 
the Lower, accounts for this. It is unnecessary to 
add, that whenever business is transacted, or any 
question discussed, either by large or small as- 
semblages, there must of necessity be much more 
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order and regularity of proeeediBg in the htt&r 
than in the former case. 

You will never on any occasion, from the com- 
mencement to the close of a session, observe any 
of the Peers lying horizontally on the seats, — which 
is so general a practice in the other House. They 
have too high a sense of their own dignity for that. 
Neither do you, with two exceptions, ever see finy 
of them somnolent. The exceptions I refer to are 
a Ministerial Duke and a member of the Right 
Rev. Bench of Bishops. His Grace has not been 
very regular in his attendance of late: formerly 
he was very exemplary in his legislative conduct 
in so far as his presence and his votes were con- 
cerned ; but he never heard a word of the debates. 
No matter how important the question, or who 
were the speakers,-^there he sat firmly locked in 
the arms of Morpheus, with his head half buried in 
his breast. He always sat, as Milton would have 
said, " apart by himself.'* What is worthy of 
observation is, that he was most regular in his 
attendance when there was no subject of importance 
before the House; and when, consequently, the 
benches were comparatively empty. If there was 
one bench on his side of the House which was 
unoccupied, on it he was sure to seat himself. The 
Right Rev. Prelate to whom I refer, has not quite 
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80 BtroDg a dispodtiQii to somnoleiicy : he only ad- 
dresses himself to sleep occasionallj during the pro- 
ceedings ; but when he does so, there is no mistake 
about the matter. Soundly and well does he sleep. 
Nothing will awake him until he has had his nap 
out. Not even the thunders of Lord Brougham''s 
eloquence^ when in his most violent and impassioned 
moods, have the slightest effect in the way of 
disturbing the Right Rev. Prelate's slumbers. 
While the Lord Chancellor, in the debate on the 
Irish Tithes Bill, in August, 1834, was causing the 
walls of the House to resound with the fierce in- 
vectives he hurled ** at all and sundry'* opposed to 
Ministers, and especially at the devoted head of the 
Earl of Mansfield, — ^the Right Rev. Bishop slept as 
^ sweetly^ as if his Lordship had only been singing 
a lullaby. The zest with which he enjoys a stolen 
slumber appears to be so great, that he must often, 
on awaking, have cordially concurred with Sancho 
Panza in invoking a thousand blessings on the 
head of him who invented sleep. In fact, the 
profoundness of his slumbers seems to be in propor- 
tion to the loudness of the tones of the speaker. 
How profound, if this hypothesis be a correct 
one, would be his Reverence's repose in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the Falls of Niagara ! Byron 
loved the ocean^s roar. The roar of this mighty 



44 MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS* 

cataract would be ^ most sweet music" to the Right 
Rev. Prelate's ears. 

Though the House of Lcnrds meets and is pro- 
rogued oontemporanewsly with that of the Com^ 
mam, and though^ like the G>mmo0Sy it sits ahnost 
every evening during the session, Saturdays ex^ 
cepted, I doubt whether its sedemnts, taken in the 
^^regate, occupy a sixth part of the tiaie consumed 
in the sittings of the Commons. Sometimes the 
average duration of their Lordships^ sittings wiU 
noty ibr five or six ooosecutiYe weeks, exceed an 
hour each evening. In the course of a whole 
sessioB^ they do not perhaps sit till nine o'clock 
above twenty times ; not till twelve, six times ; and 
not till twoy above once or twice. 

There are seldom more than twenty or thirty 
Peers present, except when some unusually im« 
portant business is before the House. The place 
and proceedings are consequently on such occasions 
ectremely diill and uninteresting. 

Though the Lords have the same right of intro* 
duciog any measure they think proper, except 
money bills, as the Commons, they have not of late 
years availed themselves of their privilege to any 
great extent. They have allowed the other House 
to introduce most of the measures which have 
passed the Legislature for some years past. Mr. 
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Hume and other membo^ of iltie Cominoiia have 
complained of this, as throwing all die burden of 
I^islation on the representatiTes of the people. It 
is understood that the Upper Houae is, in future, 
to take a more active part in introducing measurts 
into Parliament. 

The House of Lords consists a( three Peers of 
the Blood Boyal, all of whom are, as a matter of 
course, dukes ; of twenty-one other dukes; nineteen 
marquises; one hundred and ten earls; eighteen 
viscounts; one hundred tmd eighty-two barons; 
sixteen representative Peers of Scotland ; twenty* 
dght representative Pe^s <^ Ireland ; twenty-six 
English Bishc^, and four Irish Bishops ; making 
in all four hundred and twenty*seven members* 

The title of Duke was originally synonymous 
with that of the leader of an army. It is derived 
from the Latin word ^ Dux,^ which signifies a 
leader or general. The' first person (»:eated a duke 
was Edward the Black Prince. His father, Edward 
the Tlnrd, conferred on him the title of Duke of 
Cornwall ; a title which, though afterwards merged 
in the principality of Wales, has ever rince been 
possessed by the heir apparent to the crown. The 
celebrated Henry Piantagenet was the second 
personage who enjoyed the title. Dukedoms were 
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not, however, hereditary at this period ; they were 
only conferred, with the exception of the princes of 
the blood royal, on those who had di^nguished 
themselves in the field of battle. The general im- 
pression is, that they did not become hereditary 
until the beginning of the seventeenth century. In 
1572, the title was entirely extinct. It was revived 
by James the First, in the person of tlK celebrated 
Greorge Villiers. 

A duke^s parliamentary robes are made of fine 
scarlet cloth, lined with white taffeta, with four 
guards of ermine on each side ; each guard is sur- 
mounted by gold lace, and the robe itsdf is tied up 
to the left shoulder by a white riband. His cap 
consists of crimson velvet, lined and turned up 
with ermine, with a gold tassel on the top. It is 
only, however, on occasions of ceremony that a 
duke uses his robes. His coronation robes are 
different. Formerly dukes were created by cincture 
of sword, mantle of state, the imposition of caps 
and coronets of gold upon their heads, and the put- 
ting of verges of gold into their hand. This cere- 
mony always took place in open parliament, and 
was observed so late as the reign (^ James the First. 
Dukes are now created by letters patent from the 
King. A duke^s eldest son is usually, by courtesy, 
called marquis, and the other sons are called lords. 
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The King, when addressing them ofiioiallyy styles 
them his *^ Right trusty and right entirely bdoved 
cousiiis and councillors.^ 

Marquises were first created in the fourteenth 
century. T^e first person on whom the dignity 
was conferred was !R(d)ert De Vere. He was created 
Marquis of Dublin in 1386 by Richard the Second. 
Anotfa^ creation ^ook place in the same reign ; 
from which time the title is supposed to have been 
extinct until the reign of Edward the Sixth. It 
was revived by that monarch merely as an ensign 
of h<»ioor, imd soon became a regular grade of 
nobility. Marquises are created by letters patent 
from the King. Their eldest sons are called earls 
from courtesy ; but neitlier they nor the sons of 
dukes are entitled to a seat in the House of Peers, 
nor to any of the privileges of nobility. The state 
robes of a marquis differ but slightly from those of 
a duke. The King calls him his " Right trusty 
and entirely beloved couan.^ 

The most ancient of the several titles belonging 
to the peerage of this country, is that of Earl. 
When the dignity was first conferred is not known ; 
but it is supposed to be as ancient as the time of 
the Rdman sway in Britain. It was originally, in 
every ease^ attached to the possession, or government, 
or both together, of some large tract or division of 
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land, now known by the name of county or shire. 
An earl in former times was entrusted with the sole 
administration of justice^ joined to a military com- 
mand, in the district in which he resided. His 
powers were similar to those of the present gover- 
nors-general of our colonies. In the course of time 
the dignity was conferred by letters patent from 
the King, and earls ceased to ei^ercise, in virtue of 
their title, this extensive jurisdiction. As these 
titles became more general, they were not confined, 
as formerly, to counties, but extended to towns^ 
villages, estates, and, in a few instances, even to 
surnames. The difference in their robes of state 
from those of dukes and marquises, is but very 
trifling. When addressed officially, the King styles 
them his " Right trusty and right-well beloved 
cousins.'* 

The first creation of a Viscount took place in 
the year 1440, by Henry the Sixth, who conferred 
the dignity on John Beaumont by letters patent 
The title has ever since been bestowed in the same 
way. Before the time of Henry the Sixth, the term 
viscount was applied to all the deputies of earls, 
or sheriffs of counties, but it did not invest the pos- 
sessor with any rank of nobility. His robes differ 
from the robes of the higher orders of nobility, in 
being less richly ornamented. The King oflicially 
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Styles them his " Right trusty and welU beloved 



coaans." 



The title o{ Baron was first conferred by William 
of Normandy on his leading frilowers, as a reward 
for their services, when he conquered England. To 
the d^nity, l^re was in every instance attached a cer- 
tain pcntion of land, called a lordship or barony, the 
extent of which was proportioned to the importance 
of. Uie services which WilUam^s more distinguished 
followers had reqaeetively rendered him. The title^ 
and all the privfl^ges annexed to it, descend from 
father to son. Like the other orders of nobility, 
it is now created by letters patent from the 
King, andall hdiesses of Barons can have tl^ir titles 
and privileges secured to them only by the same 
means. In the official addresses of the King, Barons 
are called " Right trusty and well-beloved.'" The 
differtfice between their ParHamentary and Coro- 
nation costume and that of Viscounts, is so small 
as to be unworthy of notice. 

As the iJcMrds Spiritual are so much of a class by 
themselves, I mention them last. Had I adhered 
to the orders of ruik, however, I could not have 
done so. The Archbishops take precedence of 
all other ranks of the peerage, with the single 
exception of the Royal Dukes. The Bkhops take 
their rank between Viscounts and Barons. This 
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rank was assigned to them by a speeial Act of Bar- 
liament in the thirty-first year of the reign of Henry 
the Eighth. The Bishop <rf Sodor and Man has 
DO seat in Barliament. The reason asng^ied for 
this is, the circumstanoe of his being appointed to 
that see by the Duke of Athol. The c^her Bishops 
bold thdr seats, not in virtue of anything in thdr 
ecdesiastical portion, but in virtue of certain 
baronies annexed by the Crown to their respective 
aeesi The Irish Bishops sit in die House of Lcn^ 
by rotation. The cycle by which they regulale 
their admisnon into the House is so arranged that 
eadi ArchlHshop sits cmce in every four, and each 
Bishop onee in every six sessicMis. The Lords 
Spiritual vote on all questions except on tmls for 
high treason, or other cases of a mminal nature. 
They deem it inoon^stent with dieir ecclesiai^cal 
ehiffacter to take any part in proceedings of tibis 
kind, and therefore always absent themselves from 
the House on such occasions. 

The Lords have various powers and privileges 
peculiar to themselves. They are the sole judges 
in the arraignment of any Pear of the realm-^in 
the impeachment of any Minister of the Crown-— 
ot Writs of Error relative lo illegal proceedings 
in the Courts of Law — and in Appeals from 
the Courts of Chancery. In all matters of import- 
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ance, such as those which pertain to the ccnTuptioo 
of Judges or Magistrates, or other persons filling 
judicial or crvil situations oi responsibiiity, they 
can, whenever they please, put persons on their 
oaths. All bills in any way affecting the rights of 
the Peers must originate in thdr own House, and 
canilot be altered in the sii^test degree by the 
House of Commons. Every Peer has a right to 
enter his protest on the Journals of the House 
against any measure of which he disapproves, and to 
state the reasons on which he grounds his dissent 
at any length he pleases. When sitting in judgment, 
the Peers do not give their decisions on oath as 
do the Members of the House of Commons, but 
simply on their honour. They are regarded by the 
Constitution as the hereditary counselknrs of the 
King, and may, at any time, demand admittance to 
his presence to give him their advice on any question 
they consider important. Their persons are for 
ever sacred in the eye of the law ; they cannot be 
imprisoned or arrested for debt, nor can they be out- 
lawed in any civil action. Any person circulating scan- 
dalous reports respecting a Peer, no matter whether 
true or false, subjects himself to fine and imprison- 
ment. Their houses cannot be entered under any 
circumstances, by the ofiicers of justice, without a 
warrant under the Eing*s own hand, and under the 

d2 
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bands of six Privy Councillors, four of whom must 
be Peers of the Realm. They have the right of 
qualifying a certain number of chaplains to perform 
divine service. The number, however, varies with 
the rank of the Peers. A Duke can qualify six ; 
a Marquis or Earl, five ; a Viscount, four ; and a 
Baron, three. These are the leading powers and 
privileges of the Peers. They have various others 
of minor importance. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



8CBKES IN THE HOUSE. 



Scenes of confusion and uproar are of com^ 
paratively rare occurrence in the Upper House* 
In the Commons they are ahnost regarded as 
matters of course. I have sometimes seen six or 
seven decidedly rich ones, in the Lower House^ in 
the course of one debate. In the Lords there is 
not, on an average, the same number in the course 
of a session. Were the Marquis of Londonderry 
and Lord Brougham absent, I believe an entire 
session might pass over without one; for I have 
scarcely seen any thing worthy of the name of a 
scene occur in the House for the last few years 
without either or both of these noblemen taking 
a conspicuous part in it* One very extraordinary 
scene occurred in April, 1831, on occasion of the 
King^s dissolving Parliament. Not having been 
in the House while this extraordinary scene was 
beidg enacted, I am hot able to describe it from 
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my own observation, but must take the account as 
it appeared in The Times newspaper of the following 
day, making su<^h slight alterations in it as are 
necessary in converting it from the third to the first 
person. 

Their Lordships met at three oVlock. The 
House was crowded in every part. The Lord 
Chancellor havings as was understood, l^t the 
Woolsack for the purpose of receiving his Majesty, 
whose arrival bad been announced by the firing of 
the l^ark guns, and tb^ cheers of the multitude 
assembled out^de the House, 

The Eftrl of Mansfield rose and said :-^I move 
that the Earl of Shaftesbury do take the chair pro 
ternp&reit 

The £arl of Shaftesbury took his seat on the 
Woolfittck. 

Lord Wharacliffe. — I believe there can be no 
doubt on your Lordships' minds as to the purpose 
for which we have this day met. 

Th^ Duke of Richmond rose amidst the greatest 
confasion.-^I rise t<» ordeiv Some noble Lords 
are not itt their plooes. I Mo^re the standing order 
of the Houte, thtt they do tak^ their -fd«ees. 

A noble Lord* — I dissent firom the suggeslioii 
of the noble Dnke* 

The Duke of Richmond. ^-I maintain it is a 
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Standing order of the House that noUe Lords take 
their prc^r places on such an occasion as the pre^ 
sent, and if that order be not complied with, I will 
move another standing order, <^ That persons not 
members of the House be (nrdered to withdraw.'^ 

The scene of confusion which here ensued defies 
description. A number of Peers, in all parts of the 
House, were calling out *' Order, order," at the 
full stretch of their voices, while the Peeresses 
who were present— <^ whom there were many in 
full dress — were greatly alarmed. In the midst of 
the scene a noble Lord, supposed to be Lord 
Lyndhurst, made some observations which were not 
heard. 

The Duke of Richmond. — I have to complain of 
the use of such language as thi^ which has just fallen 
from the noble Lord; and I shall move that the 
standing order against offensive languf^ be read. 
(Renewed ufuroar, which it is impossible to describe. ) 

When it had somewhat subsided, 

The Marquis of Londonderry's voice was heard. 
He spoke in a very loud tone, and exhibited the 
utmost violence erf manner. He said — I rise to 
order. I maintain that I am in possession of the 
Hoiise^ I rise to accuse the noUe Duke of bring- 
ing forward a very unfounded charge. I am not 
aware of any offensive language being used on this 



56 SCENES IN THE HOUSE. 

side of the House which could provoke the remarks 
of the noble Duke. 

The Marquis of Clanricarde. — After what has 
fallen from the noble Marquis, it is most desirable 
th^t the lioble Duke should persist in his motion 
for the observance of the standing orders of the 
House. 

The Marquis of Londonderry. — I call on the 
noble Duke to mention any ofiensive language 
which has been used by thie ndble Baron (Lord 
Lyndhurst). It appears to me that the noble 
Duke begins to think that he is to be the hero of 
the coup de etat on this occasion, and that be fancies 
he can smother that feeling which is essential to the 
expression of the sentiments of noble Lords on this 
most extraordinary meeting. It appears to me 
that the noble Duke is endeavouring to set aside 
the right of Peers to declare their sentiments, by 
having recourse to so miserable an expedient as that 
of moving the standing orders of the House. 

The cries of " Order, order," which how re- 
sounded through the House, were deafening. They 
were mingled with shouts of " Order of the Day,^' 
during which 

Lord Whamdiffe rose and said — Without 
wishing to provoke a discussion on the subject, I 
ain anxious that it shall be entered on the Journals 



SCENES IN THE HOUSE. 57 

of tfie House, that I, in my place yesterday, did 
give notice that I would move an humble Address 
to his Majesty, not to exercise his undoubted 
prerogative of dissolving Parliament. I now beg 
leave to read the address to your Lordships. 
. The noble Lord here read the Address, which 
was to the effect, that it appeared to the House, 
that under the extraordinary circumstances in which 
the country was placed, and the excitement then 
existing in the public mind, a pronation or dis- 
^lution of Parliament was likely to be attended 
with the most disastrous consequences. (Loud 
cries of " Hear, hear," from the Tory benches.) 

The Lord Chancellor at this moment entered the 
House, and addressed their Lordships in the most 
emphatic manner in the following terms: — "My 
Lords, I have never yet heard it doubted that 
the King possesses the prerogative of dissolving 
Parliament at pleasure ; still less have I ever 
known a doubt to exist on the subject at a moment 
'when the Lower House has thought fit to refuse the 
supplies." 

Here there were tumultuous cries of " Hear, 
hear,'' mingled with shouts of " The King, the 
King,^ and tremendous uproar. 

The Lord Chancellor having retired from the 
House to receive his Majesty. 

d3 
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The Marquis of Londondeny called on Iiord 
Shaftesbury to take the chair. (Cries of " Order* 
order," " Lord Shafterfjury," " Shame, sbame,^ 
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means of understandingt that the Crown and the 
oountry are now about to be placed in a moBt awful 
predicament, unparalleled at any {N*evious period. 
The noble Earl was proceeding in somewhat the 
same strain, when loud cries of ^' The King, the 
King," announced the iq>proach of his M^esty, 
who, on entering, immediately mounted the throne^ 
with a firm step, and begging their Lordships to 
be «^ted, he, after one or two forms bad been 
gone through, delivered his speech, dissolving the 
Pisriiament. 

The Timei account of this extraordinary scene 
concludes thus : — ^*^ It is utterly impossible to 
describe the scene that presented itself in the 
House, from the commencement of the proceedings 
up to the very moment of his Majesty^s entrance. 
The vicdent tones and gestures of noble Lords — 
the exdtement, breaking down the constitutional 
usi^es^ not to say civilities of life, astonished the 
spectators, and affected the ladies who were presait 
with visible alarm. In a word, nothing like this 
ao^ae was ever belbre witnessed within the walls of 
Purliament'^ 

The next scene which I shall give took place in 
July, 1834. It arose out of certain explanations 
which noble Lords, members of Lord Melbourne's 
government, w^re giving at the time, respecting 
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the course which Ministers meant to pursue rela- 
tive to the Coercion Bill for Ireland, — Lord Grey 
having a few days before retired from office. I 
was present during the scene, and took notes of it 
at the time. The Duke of Buckingham, ^ter 
violeptly attacking Government, concluded his 
speech as follows : — " The noble and learned 
Lord on the Woolsack seems very desirous of 
correcting the speeches of other noble Lords. 
I tell him to recollect his own speeches on this 
subject, and correct himself. (Loud cheers from 
the Opposition.) The hon. and learned Member 
for Dublin may now be said to be sole Governor 
of Ireland. ("Hear, hear.") The noble and 
learned Lord on the Woolsack* ( Lord Brougham) 
and his colleagues think they have buried the noble 
Earl (Grey) in his poliucal sepulchre, and that he 
will no more disturb them, but they will find 
themselves mistaken. The spirit of the noble 
Earl will burst its cerements, and will haunt them 
in their festivities, and disturb the noble and learned 
Lord on the Woolsack in the midst of his * pota- 
tions pottle deep.''' A scene of confusion and 
uproar, which it is impossible to describe, followed 
the conclusion of the Duke of Buckingham's 
speech, in the midst of which 

The Marquis of Lansdowne^nd Lord Brougham 
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both rose at the same tune to address their Lord- 
ships, but the former gave way. 

Lord Brougham, (labouring under great ex- 
citement, and addressing his first saitence to the 
Marquis of Lansdowne,) said — ^* Stop a minute ! As 
to the concluding observations of the noble Duke, 
all I shall say is, that I do not frequent the same 
cabaret or ale-house as he does. (Deafening cries 
of " Order, order.") At all events, I do not 
recollect (continued Lord Brougham, with in« 
creased energy,) having met the noble Marquis 
(Londonderry) at the noble Duke^s ale-house 
potations. My Lords, I have not a slang diction- 
ary at hand^* 

Here a whole host of noble Lords rose, amidst 
deafening uproar, to address the House. The first 
voice heard distinctly was that of 

The Marquis of Bute. — I rise to order. The 
noble and learned Lord is completely out of 
order. 

Several other noble Lords shouted *^ Order, 
order," at the sadTe time. 

The Duke of Buckingham, — (with a look of 
inefiable self complacency, and evident enjoyment 
of the scene,) I wish the noble and learned 
Lord to proceed. 

Lord Brougham^ remained for some time on his 
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legs as tf desirous of proceedbg, but the confusion 
and noise in all parts of the House were so great 
as to render any effort to obtain a hearing alto- 
gether hopeless* The shouts of " Order, order,'' 
from both «des, were absolutely deafening. Lord 
Brougham at last resumed his seat, without utt^ • 
ing a word. 

The Marquis of Bute. — I rise to ord^, not 
only from respect to this House, but from respect 
to both the noble Lords themselves, as it is likely 
they may, in the heat of the moment, give utter* 
ance to languid which they would afterwards 
regret I am sure they wfll both see that it is 
with the most friendly feeling towards them that I 
wish to put an end to this alt^^catioa. 

Lord Brougham*-^ The noble Marquis would 
have been more deserving of my thanks if he had 
allowed me to sit down, which I was just about to 
do at the time, without interfering at all. With 
regard to the concluding observation of the noUe 
Duke— 

The Marquis of Londonderry. — I rise to order. 

Lord Brougham (with great warmth). — This, 
my lords, is certainly not the way to keep order — 
(Renewed confufflon and uproar). 

The Marquis of Londonderry. — I maintmn, my 
Lords, that the noble and learned Lord is com- 
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pletely out of order.-^(Tbe coofusioii and noise 
became, if possible, still greater.) 

Lord Brougham (labouring under the most vio- 
lent excitement). — Really, my Lords, this is unfair. 
Noble Lords on this side of the House-^pointing 
to the Disposition benches) — ^listen with the greatest 
attention to the attack, and yet they refuse to hear 
one word in defence. I do, my Lords, assure you, 
that— 

The Marquis of Londonderry. — Speak in expla« 
nation. 

I^rd Brougham (with great emphasis). — I tdl 
the noble Marqnis that I am speaking in exphma* 
tion. If the noble Duke meant — (here Lord 
Brougham's tone became more subdued, and his 
manner less violent) — ^if the noble Duke m^nt^ as 
I am persuaded he did mean, the langui^e he 
made use of only as a joke, I am perfectly willing 
to take it as such ; but if he meant it to be under- 
stood as a fact, thereby intending the thing as a 
personal imputation, then I say — (here Lord 
Brougham spoke with the greatest emphasis)— 
that nothing could be more unfounded — nothing 
could be fiuther from the truth. 

The Duke of Buckingham. — I meant the obser* 
ration merely as a joke. I was only making use 
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of the language of Shakspeare in his tragedy of 
Hamlet. 

There was the same expression of self-compla^ 
cency and evident enjoyment of the scene in the 
countenance of the noble Duke, as that to which I 
have already alluded, as he uttered these two sen- 
tences. The matter then ended, and the debate 
was resumed. 

The last scene I shall give, occurred on Satur- 
day, the Snd of August, 1885, immediately on the 
conclusion of the speech of Mr. Knight on behalf 
of the Municipal Corporations of England. The 
accuracy of the following sketch of what then took 
place may be depended on, as I wrote it down 
immediately on its occurrence. 

Sir Charles Wetherell rose, and advancing to the 
bar, said, he wished to call their Lordships^ atten- 
tion to the question of hearing evidence on behalf of 
the Corporations. Sir Charles was proceeding to 
address their Lordships, when 

Lord Brougham rose and said, that really the 
conduct of the learned Counsel was very irregular. 
The claim to hear evidence had already been made, 
and very ably made, by the learned counsel, and it 
was therefore a very extraordinary course on the 
part of the Learned Gentleman, after their Lordships 
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had for two success ve days attentively listened to 
the long speeches which he had addressed to them, 
and then to the speeches of the other Learned Coun- 
sel, — ^it was very extraordinary on the part of Sir 
Charles, when he knew it was contrary to th^ 
expressed understanding of the House to hear any 
further observations, to rise, and again seek to urge 
the claims of the Corporations to have evidence 
heard at their Lordships' bar. Sir Charles, not 
being a member of that House, could not move that 
evidence be heard. That could only be done by 
one of their Lordships. 

A noble Lord said, that what Sir Charles 
Wetherell wished to state to their Lordships was, 
that he was now ready to examine witnesses, if their 
liOrdships pleased. 

Sir Charles Wetherell assented to this view of 
the case. 

The Earl of Winchelsea then rose, labouring 
under the greatest excitement^ and siud — My Lords, 
I * wi^h, before this question be disposed of, to 
address a few words to your Lordships: I wish) 
from the bottom of my heart- 
Lord Brougham. — Let Counsel withdraw. 

Lord Melbourne. — Counsel must withdraw. 

Counsel then withdrew, and 

The Earl of Winchelsea, with a warmth and 
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violence of manner which immediately commanded 
the deepest attention of their Lordships, resumed — 
** I beg to express a wish, which I feel from the very 
bottom of my heart, that the noble Viscount at the 
head of his Majesty'^s Government, as he values his 
own character as well as the safety of this country, 
will take into his most serious conaderation, between 
this and Monday, the course he will pursue as to 
this BilL We are arrived at a most fearful crisis. 
Never did there exist such a state of things as the 
present. This House was never in such a situation 
(Hear, hear ! from the Duke of Cumberland and 
other noble Lords.) And I do not see, after what 
has passed at the bar of this House-Rafter the able 
exposure of the certain consequences of this mea- 
sure, which has been made — how any noble Lord 
can lay his hand on his heart and vote far this Bill 
(Hear, hear 1) I implore your Lordships, from the 
bottc»n of my heart, not for one moment to entertain 
this most atrocious measure* I would scorn to 
bel<»)g to a House which could entertain it* In 
God's name let it be rgected now. (Here the 
vehemence of the noble Lord's manner ^as so 
great as to impede his utterance, and to render it 
difficult to catch some of bis words. His breast 
seemed too full to allow of the dear expression of 
his feelings.) If your Lordships do entertain this 
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measure, it will be ruinous to the honour and de- 
structive of the peace and tranquillity of the country. 
I tremble, my Lords, for the consequences which 
will «nsue. You will degrade yourselves if you 
sanction so monstrous a measure, and you will bring 
ruin on this once happy land. It is one of the most 
atrocious attacks ever made on the property and 
rights of this country.** 

Lord Melboume, who appeared perfectly calm 
and difl^passionate, while there was so much warmth 
on the opposite sSde, rose and said,—- 1 move the 
adjoummefit of the further consideration of the 
question till Monday, when I shall move that the 
House resolve itself into a Committee on the Bill. 

The Earl of Winchelsea (still labouring under 
the most violent excitement). — Then I shall move 
as an amendment for an address to his Majesty, 
praying that he will be graciously pleased to order 
to be laid on your Lordships' table copies of- any 
instructions given to the Commissioned with which 
we are unacquainted. I give the noble Viscount 
notice I shall divide the House on the question. 

The Duke of Newcastle. — I wish to understand 
the fickle Viscount correctly. Do you (address- 
ing himself to Lord Melbourne) mean to refuse 
hearing the oflered evidence ? 

Lord Melbourne (with much emphasis). — Cer* 
tainly. 
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The Duke of Newcastle (with much energy )» — 
Then I have no hesitation in saying that the conduct 
of the noble Viscount is contrary to what ought to 
be the conduct of a man, of a Minister of the 
Crown, of a British Peer, and of a British subject. 
He (Lord Melbourne) is taking from the people of 
this country their property, by the most unconstitu- 
tional and most arbitrary means. I have no hesitation 
in saying I do think that the measure before your 
Lord^ips is so atrocious as to render the noble 
Viscount liable to impeachment ; and/ if no (Other 
person bring forward a motion for his (Lord MeU 
boume's) impeachment, I myself will do it. 

Lord Brougham. — I beg to remind the noble 
Duke, that in his zeal for the impeachment of my 
noble Friend he has overlooked the important cir- 
cumstance, that as he himself will have to act as a 
judge when my noble Friend is impeached, he 
cannot also be his prosecutor. The impeachment 
must cbme from the Commons : and when the other 
House does impeach my noble Friend, I shall 
give the case all the unbiassed and impartial con- 
sideration for which the learned Counsel (Mr. 
Knight) has this day given me credit when sitting 
in the Court of Chancery. 

[Mr. Knight, in the course of his speech, took 
occasion to state that Loird Brougham had always 
acted with the strictest impartiality, even when 
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deciding questions affecting the interests of his most 
intimate friends, when Lord Chancellor.] 

The Earl of Falmouth. — I wish to know whether 
any noble Lord cannot move, on Monday, that 
evidence be heard on behalf of the Corporations ? 

The Duke of Cumberland, who had been so 
much excited during the last ten minutes as to be 
unable to remain in his seat, but continued moving 
from place to place, said : — We are too warm at 
present for considering the question before the 
House ; we had better adjourn the House till Mon- 
day, and between this and that time we shall be 
better able to decide on what ought to be done. 

Lord Brougham. — I believe the illustrious Duke 
and I are agreed as to the propriety of deferring 
thefiuther consideration of the measure; but it 
will never do to adjourn the House before we 
adjourn the further consideration of the question. 
The latter must be first moved. <' I do not think,^* 
added Lord Brougham, in a peculiarly sarcastic 
manner, <^ that we are at all too warm.^ 

A noble Lord. — I wish to ask the noble Vis- 
count whether there are any other papers to produce 
respecting this question ? 

Lord Melbourne. — Not any. 

The further consideration of the question was 
then adjourned till Monday. 
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CHAPTER V. 
LATE MEMBERS. 

LORD KING LORD SUFFIELD. 

Ltord King used to take a part in the debates on 
most questions of importance, especially on those 
connected with the Church of Engknd. He hated 
the Church in the aggregate ; but the Bishops, or her 
** titled dignitaries,^ as he was accustomed to call: 
them, were the objects of hts special aversion. As 
Dr. Johnson avowed himself on all occadons to be 
an ardent admirer c^ a good hater, one almost 
regrets that the learned lexicographer was not a 
contemporary of Lord King. The Doctor^s admi« 
ration of his Lordship would have known no liimts^ 
for a more cordial unqualified hatar o£ any fellow 
being, or class of fellow beings, never existed than 
Lord King, in reference to the Bishops. They 
were a moral nuisance in his eyes, and the feeling, 
it is right to add, was, in some measure, reciprocal. 
The religion which the Bishops profess teaches them 
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to loTe their enemies ; but as bishops are only men^ 
and as to err is human, they regarded his Lordship 
with something of the same feeling as he evinced 
towards them. In short, to use a homely but expres- 
sive phrase, ** There was no love lost between them." 
That must have been an obstacleof no ordinary kind 
which would have prevented Lord King's presence 
in the House when the Church or the Bishops 
ware about to be brought on the carpet. Nothing 
short of some physical impediment could, in such a 
case, have kept him away. To hear the Bishops 
abused, to see the Church attacked in all her 
stronghdids, was to him, beyond all doubt, the great- 
est luxury which life OMild afford. It was bliss 
beyond compare. It was so supreme that it in- 
jured him with a disrelish for all the CM*diiiary 
soufces of enjoyment. Many were the assaults 
which his Lordship made on the Church and the 
Bishops; indeed, be was a constant thorn in the 
flesh of ecelesiastieal dignitaries, as he sometimes 
called them. He was not without talent, though 
the bitterness of spirit with which he assailed them 
was, to say the lemst of it, fully as prominent as his 
abilities. He never minced matters when arraign- 
ing the conduct of the Bishops. His epithets of 
criminaUon were as unequivocal as they were 
numerous. Never did human being labour with 
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greater zeal and more untiring perseverancie to 
turn the tide of public feeling agattnat anj oiaas off 
men, than did Lord Kiiig to turn it againat tbv 
Bishops. That he and olbers. have not laboured tn 
vain^is sufSdently manifest in the state of pubiki 
feeling oa that point, at thid raasient. His^ Lord- 
ship's hostility to the Church and the Bishops was 
always sufficiently open ; it was so much so that no 
one ever charged him with covert enmity to them. 
Even in many of his speedies on other sub}6cts»- 
you saw undoubted indications of the ruling pas*^ 
sion, in the sly cutting sareaams toM^ards the Bishopa 
with which his matter abounded. 

I have said that his Lordship was not wit hop t 
talent. To say no more on that subject were unfair 
towards his memory. He certainly had no pre- 
tensions to be considered a first or even a seooodf 
rate man, but it is und^iable that be was aboefe 
m^iocrity. His speeclKs never wanted stamiwEi, 
though that stamina was not always^ndeed hardly 
ever— of a very superior kind. He was not to be 
put down by an c^oponent ; heipofsaessed thatmoml 
courage which taught him to fly in tfie htce of the 
publk opinion of his day, and of the nuanrical 
votes of both Houses of Parliament. His argu- 
ments were usually good, and they seemed to occur 
to his mind without effort* Though you were 
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not struck with any ingenuity in. his manner of 
putting them, they were always so cogent, and 
so much to the point, that you must have found 
great difficulty in triumphantly combatting them. 
His language was not much elaborated: it was 
plain and pers{Hcuous, but strong withal. He spoke 
with some rapidity, and always fluently. His 
lum was invariably so clear, that obtuse indeed 
must have been the mind which failed to perceive it. 
It would often have been a ha{q)y circumstance 
for the bishops, had they been able with any 
^race to affect an unconsciousness of his attacks on 
them and the Church of England. His gesture 
•was liberal, without being redundant. 

His voice was fine and sonorous, but he was 
never sufficiently impassioned in hk manner to do 
justice to it; it did not want . compass, but it 
was seldom or . never called into full play. He 
usually spoke with much ease. He did not hesitate 
or falter, or become confused. He spoke as one 
whoknew his subject, and who was sufficiently con- 
fident in his. own intellectual resources. His arti- 
culation was always distinct, and his manner, on 
the whole, pleasant. At times he i^ke with a 
rapidity which impaired the effectiveness of bis 
docution. 

In person he was tall aod stout. There was 

£ 
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more of robustness tKan corpulence in bis appear- 
tmoe* His face was full and foodd. His feNitores 
were regular, but bad iiotlttDg indicioiVe of any 
pecotiariiy of cbaracter. His con^lexkm wi» Acfrid, 
and bis hair wbke. At the time^of his death in 
18S4, he was in the fifty-^dventh year of faia age. 

Lord SuFFiELD is one whose name oii^bt to be 
had fn ev^lasling remembrance. EKs exertions 
In the cause ef suflering humMity in our West 
India €olonies were zealous and unremitting. 
And this not for a short time, but for a long series 
of yeia*s. The noble Lord*s exertiods to eman- 
cipate the slaves in our Ccdonial possessioBs, ix^re 
unequalled both as respeels thdr streuuousness 
and their dmralion by those of any other man in 
the ooutttiy in the same cause, with the tingle 
exception of Mr. Bnxton. He^ in^ed, ontM Lord 
Brougham^s elevation to the Peeri^^ stood^ in a 
great measure, alone in the Upper Hoiitee, ia^ his 
advocacy of the claims of the negro pt^ulatieo of 
the West Indies. If a four other Pttera adsentuued 
a \«^rd in favour of die 860^000 slaves in dM: part 
of the British cbminions, it was done timtdly, 
coldly, fitintly. It was also done Init seldom. On 
Lord Suffield alone devolved the task, and t6 him 
alone belonged the glory, of boldly denoimcing 
tiegro oppresrion, and ai^rting the claims of the 
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poc^ slaves to freedoin* And tbia required no 
ocdkiarj moral epurage; far not cmly was almost 
erery other Peer sil^tkt od the sul^ject of the 
wrongs of the sbves, but almost every cme, not 
exeepting some of the most diatkiguisbed Libe^ 
ralSf was adyi»^ to their emandpatkm. Had the 
ecdd sne^^) the euttii^ sarcasms, the most abundant 
ridicule, on the most vkdent hostility of an over- 
whelming majority of the House, been sufficient 
to frighten hixa from the path of humanity which 
he had resolved to tread, — be must, in the outset, 
have shrunk from the advocacy of negro rights. 
He, however, in the consciousness of the excellence 
of his cause, feariessly braved everythiBg, and held 
on with undeviatiog oonsktency in his career, until 
be saw the great principle whidi he had so long, 
so earnestly^ so unremittin^y asserted, gloriously 
tiiumphimt. He died soon aften The circum« 
stances under whidi the noble I^ord^^ death took 
place are so wett known to aU» that it were un^ 
necessary to ^vert to them. 

Lord Suffield wm a man of talents. They 
were not of a oommandiog order, but they were 
consideraUy above mediocrity* He was quick 
at detecting the falkK»es or misrepresentations of 
an opponent) and was usu£dly effective in exposing 
them. If you never saw anything profound in 
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hfe ^pmhes^ neither did you ever ^r<mvje. anything 
wjiy or feeble. If you were ©ever startled or 
delighted by anythiog briUiant or original^ ineither 
were you ^iokeoed by anything a^bsurd or stupid* 
His. .matter was always respectablet it was pften 
nwra; it had the merit of being happy. There 
wn» frequently much force in his arguments, and 
ability in 4he way in which he put them* Those 
of his opponents who volunteered a reply to Ms 
speeches, found, before'they had resumed their seats, 
that the task they had undertaken was by no means 
so easy as they had flattered themselves it would 
he be£oire they rose. His argumentation was not 
i«6&ed or .ratiocinative, but it was cogent from its 
inherent clearness, and the simple yet forcible way 
in which lie ^tber vindicated his own. portions or 
tissfltled those of an opponent. His style was not 
elaborated; it bad no appearance of being forced. 
Jt was plain, mixed with occasional traces of care- 
lessness. His p^ods were not rounded ; his 
■iqoeecbes would have told with grealier effect had 
tbey been more so* 

^ As a speaks, the . noble Xiord did not rank 
high. His delivery was not good^ His voice was 
wedk, and somewhat unmusical, though it oould 
)Mk be «aid to be har&. He did not epeak with 
tease or fluepcy. Occasionally he seemed at a loss 
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for suitable words wherewith to express faimseff; 
at oth^ times he slightljr stammered. He spoke 
id a low sabdtied tone of voice. He either eoukt 
Boty or wouM not, raise his voice so£Bdentiy high 
to produce any effect. Speaking nev^ seemed^ 
for its own' sake, to be any source of pleasure to 
him. Nature never intended him for an orator: 
and he knew it. Hence he never addressed the 
House except from a sense of duty. He verjr 
seldom spoke except on the great question of n^m 
emancipation — a question which, to his mind^ was 
paramount to all others which ever came before 
the House since his accession to the Peerage^ and 
which, in so far as public matters were concerned, 
almost entirely ab^rbed his thoughts. 

His action was moderate. He occasionally 
raised his right arm slightly, but otherwise t4ood 
modonless, with his eye always steadily fixed on 
the Lord Chancdlor. His manner was modest 
and unassuming fn the extreme. His features 
gtfre no indication of the moral courage he posi^ 
sessed. One who saw his count^iance but did 
not hear him speak, would 'have thought hkta so 
timid as to be quite incapable of boldly facing a 
body of men, the great majority cf whom 
were most decidedly hostile to his opinions and 
oljects. 
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He was about the middle height, and somewhat 
slenderly made* His complexion was dark. He 
wore large whiskers, which, like the hair of his 
head, were of a dark greyish colour. His eye was 
quick and clear. His brow slightly projected, 
which gave to his eyes something of a retiring 
appearance. His countenance bad an intelligent 
and benevolent expression. He was in the fifty- 
fourth year of his age when the accident occurred, 
which, in the short space of eight or ten days^ 
terminated in his death. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

J 

TORY PA&TY^DUKEEk 

DUKE OF CUMBEBLANP — DUKE OF WELLINGTON — 
DUKE OF GOEDON — DUKE OF NEWCASTLE-^DUKE 
OF BUCKINGHAM — DUKE OF NORTHUMBERLAND 
— DUKE OF BUCCLEUGH. 

The Duke of Cumberland is sure to be known 
by every stranger of ordinary observation before 
the latter has been an hour in the House. No 
person ever entered the gallery, when His Royal 
Highness was in the House^ without — ^as soon as 
he had collected his senses, scattered by the novelty 
of the place and the circumstances by which he 
found himself surrounded — putting the question 
to the individual next him, *^ Who is that Noble- 
man with the large whiskers and mustachios?'^'* 
pointing at the same time to the Duke of Cumber- 
land, Not only are His Royal Highness's whiskers 
and mustachios of unusually large dimensions, but 
their milk-white appearance could not fail to make 
^em, were they much smaller, attract the eye of 
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every stranger. Then there is the ample harvest 
of hair ** silvei'ed </er by age/' which his iiead 
always exhibits. But independently of all these 
peculiarities in the personal appearance of the 
Duke, there is something so singular — I do not 
Rke to use another worcT lest it might be deemed 
invidious — something so much out of the usual 
class, if one may use such phraseology, of human 
•faces, that a stranger's eye nfiust necessarily alight 
on his* out of two or three hundred others. It is 
one of that class of countenances which makes so 
deep and permanent impression on you, that you 
can, with the greatest ease, call it tip in air its 
individuality before your own mind's eye, but 
Which yoft find to be difficult, if not impossible, t6 
pflace vividly before the e^re of another. His brow 
is ample enough, and has something of an ititellec- 
taar ejfpression ; but his eyebrows protrude, and 
are Kiad6 moreremarkable by Mis lArgc prominent 
i*yelashes. His eyes are small but (Juick,-witlr a 
somewhat unpleiasant expressidn about them. Wbenr 
h^ ktiits Ms brow, and cofttractifet the other features 
of^hisfacei which'he sometiibes does k a matiher 
peciiliar to himself, his eyes are* afltriost buriedift 
Bife he&d. His features, • gtti«^aHy, ^^rfe- strongly 
marked, and have the iieverseof a prepbssessrog 
itppeKrance. Hi^ eomplexioia has soriHiiiDg saRow 
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about it^ There are wrinkles tn his face, which is 
of a round form, but th^ are only few in number, 
and not very deep or broad in one who. has attained 
the sixty-fifth year qf his age* His. height is above 
the usual size, and his figure may be said to be 
handsome. His countenance has nothing of the glow 
of health ip it, but his body seems strong and 
compact. He dresses with much simplicity — he is 
never foppish. A plmn. browa coat, light vest, 
light small clothes^ and a white hat, is the kind of 
attire to which he seems most partiaL 

The Duke of Cumbei:land is no speaker. I use 
the word in an emphatic sense ; for he has no voice, 
in the ordinary acceptation of the term. He emits 
certain sounds, it is true, but they are altogether 
unlike the ordinary tones of the human voice. 
The words which proceed from his mouth have a 
sort of yelping or growling sound, and are gene- 
rally so imperfectly prmounced, or in so low a 
tone, as to render it an altogether hopeless task for 
any one not immediately beside him to perceive 
ii^hat he i& saying, however great may be the 
attention paid to him. Whether or not this 
i^gularly imperfept enunciatioa be the ^ect of 
any physical cause,, is a questicm on which I am 
unable to express an ppinion. He speaks seldom, 
and gepetslXy not. more than about half a dozen 
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senteaees at a dine. The longest speech I ever 
heard him deUver — if the few sent^aces uttered in 
in so i^ort a pmod should' be dHgnified by the 
name of speedi*--did not occupy more than five 
minutes in the delivery* When addressing the 
Hou^e, his manner is most anld and ooocilia^y.. 
No one, who did not know him, would ever sup* 
pose, from his manner, that he could be so ultra 
in his Toryism^ or so zealously attached to his 
ojnn^pns. He stands quite motionless : there is no 
emphasis in his voice, nor the slightest appearance 
of warmth about him. He looks a perfect model 
of political moderation. He never, or at least 
but seldom, and even then only under very pecu- 
liar circumstances, aj^Ues a harsh or offensive 
epithet to his oppcments. There is no man in the 
House who causes him a fiftieth part of the annoy- 
ance that Lord Brougham does, si^i yet he will 
allude, from time to time, with the greatest appa- 
rent good nature, to certain obsejncations of the 
learned Lord. Nay, in a d^ or two after 
Lord Brougham, in one -of bis furious attacks 
on him, had called him ^* the Illustrious by 
courtesy," I saw his Boyal Highness lean across 
the table and converse &r some time with his 
Lordship with as much apparent kindness and 
cordiality of feeling as if nothing had happened. 
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What fare t&e real feelings witk wiidk h^ regedtS^ 
Lord Bmugbama wee ifefl* known tx^ hk Reyid 
H^jhnessV MendB. He » ^n ^xoeilent poUddan^ 
howeya% in so ftr asexternflleondact !s otacemed ; 
it suits Ms poipose to'appear to feel-acr Ut^ is 
possSUe under the attacks of bis opponent ; iknd ' 
he sustains the assumed indiffisrenee admirably 
well. 

He is a man of no talent. He has not the 
remotest pretensions to intellect ei any kind, or 
in any of .its rarious modifieadons. He has not 
even the command of tderable words wherewith to 
express any sentiment, such as it is, b^ may enter* 
tain. His late memorable letter to the cludrman of 
the Select Committee for an inquiiy into the alleged 
intiodtiction of Orangeism into the army, afi}»tied 
the most humiliating proof of his utter ignorance 
of the plainest rtdes of composition. 

He has not the slightest direct influence in 
the House. No nobleman, except perhaps Lord 
Eenyon, is <firectly guided in his conduct by the 
views whidi his Royal Highness ent^iafos on any- 
public quc^on. He' contrives, however, by indi- 
rect means to influ^ce several of the more ultra of 
his party. In fact, he is, by no means, so bad a 
tactician as Ms opponents suppose* He is not' 
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deficient in that species of derernest which is more 
generally called cimmag. 

In my work on the olhar House of Parliament^ 
I have mentioned the names of sevesal members 
who are most exeknjdary in. theic attendance on 
their legidatire duties. I doubt not many will be 
starred when I state the fact, that there is not a 
member in either House who can at all, in this 
respect, be compared widi the Duke of Cumber- 
land. From the moment the doiH^ ane opened 
until they are again closed, you sea him in his 
seat He is, literally — ^the doorkeeper of course 
excepted — the first man in the House and die 
last out of It. And this not merely generally, 
but every night — no matter how iinint^esting the 
business to be transacted — ^from the commisncement 
to the dose of the Session. 

I now come ta speak of the most distinguished 
inan of the present day, either in this or any other 
country. I allude to the Duke of Wellington. 
It wit{ at once be understood, that in chttaeter- 
ising his Grace as the most disdnguisbed man of 
the present day, I speak of him in his capacity 
of a general^ and not in that of a statesman* In 
this latter respect, however, I am disposed to assign 
him a miich higher rank than he is generally 
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allawecl ta fill by those who ent^^tain pcditical 
principles opposite to his. If on some great occa« 
^nonshe has idkd in bis calculation of the (probable 
efieets>af ^veamstanoes^ and the jHobable course of 
erentsiy it is not to be disputed by his most impla- 
eible foes tiiait be* has. been, in cases c^ unusual 
difficultyy suiooeisfirl in others. The mere fact of 
his earrymg on the government of the country 
during the evisntful period wfaidi. intervened be- 
tween th^ resigdation of Locd Gioderich and the 
4Ussolution of his own^ administration, is of itself 
uwioswcraUe ptmf.—koowa as it is by every one 
tlmt that gov^mmoit was almost entirely under his 
^wn individual guidance,— that his mental resources 
must be very far from those of a oomnMW-plaee 
character^ It must not only be recollected, that 
the period during which hi» administralion ex- 
ited was one unusually critical as regarded the 
posture both of hooie and foreign politics ; but that 
he bad' to. undertake the helm of government in the 
fiMStef'peiihaps* the stemgest prejudice that ever 
assailed any 'Mioifltry^. A preju^ce caused partly 
by the nnpopularily of bis avowed high Tory 
principles, and partly ly his memorable declara- 
tbn,. HMide but a abort time before bis accession to 
Uie Premiership--4hat he would be mad even to 
dream of fiUing that office. 
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And yet) not onlj did the noble Duke eonduct his 
government safely thi^ugh the steams and tempests 
oC the pmod reteired td^bUC at the very moment 
he made his ilt-judged declaration against all re- 
form J it seemed td be resting more securely than 
ever. That declaratimi was not only the most 
fooli^ that he ever made — it was infinitely more 
so than his previous well-known statement^ that he 
regarded county meetings as jGeuyscs — ^but it was 
decidedly the most imprudent ^hat ever proceeded 
from the Ups of a Minister of the Crown. It could 
not faU to prove, in the then existing circum-' 
stances of the country, the destruction of his 
government. It had hardly escaped his lips, when 
he himsdf saw that such woidd be its inevitable 
consequence. 

But that the Duke of Wellington, notwithstand^ 
ing defects in his charaet^ which prevent his being 
a statesman d the first class, k more than respect- 
able in that capacity, must be abundantly dear to 
every mind not blinds by prejudice^ His conduct, 
first in the case of the claims of the Dissenters, and 
afterwards in the case of the claims of the Roman 
Catholics, was such as no idind but that of a 
statesman could ever have suggested. Though 
mistaking the rigt^s of the times, and ^norant of 
the state and force of public opinion in other 
instances, he clearly saw those signs, and correctly 
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estimated the fiwce of thtt opinioD, as r^gaided the 
Test ftiid CarpcMtioB AetSf and the disabilities 
under which the Roman Catholics then laboured, 
I need not here remack, that this conviotion waa 
not wrought on his mind by the alignments or 
representations of his ccdjeagues in the Cabinet; 
for they vcee, to a man, obstinately adverse to 
concession in either case: it was wholly the result 
of his own reflections on the matter, and his clear 
perception of what the exigency of each individual 
case demanded at his hands. Nor was the fact of 
his determinaticm to attempt the repeal of the Test 
and Corporation Acts, and to redress the grievances 
of the Roman Catholics, under the peculiar and 
difficult drcumstanees in which he was placed by 
his own previous opinions and conduct, and the 
existing state of sentiment on these topics among 
his colleagues and friends, — less a proof of his pos- 
sessing some of the leading attributes of a states- 
man, than was the fact of his perceiving the then 
state of public qpiaion as to the expediency of such 
measures. That he siiooeeded in carrying them in 
the fSeioe of obstacles whish would not only have 
appalled ordinary ipinds, but which seemed al- 
tog^her' insuperable, is a still further evidence of 
his possession of those fittributes* There was hardly, 
I believe, a man in the country but himself, when 
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ke first (kdai^ed his inleiitioii ^f bringkig icH?war<i 
those mcasuves, who, wkh^he Hous^ of Iiondsiipd; 
(he prcgudices of George >tbe Fourth i^ hm^Gy^^ 
tver dreamed that the noble Duk^ woukLsufioieed 
in the dj^ects he had view. 

The Buke of Wellington has generally evkioed 
an iadniate knowledge of the resources of his owii 
party, and of the amount of force which would be 
necessary to carry their point, and defeat their 
opponents. Hence, as must oftea^ have been ob-, 
served, he has not only on many occasions pursued 
a' more moderate course than those of the more 
bigotted and less calculating of his Tory friends, 
but in various oases he has refused to. co-operate 
with them at all. In several instances this refusal 
to cooperate with his own party against parti- 
cular measures of a liberal Government, has arisen 
lis mu<^ from a conviction of the im{xrudenoe of 
defeating Ministers — had those on his side of the 
House possessed the power — as from a oonscknis- 
ness of the fotiUty of the attempt. In fact, his 
whole conduct shows that he is a man of great 
shrewdness and prudence. 

Perhaps no num c^ the present day possesses 
greater moral courage than the Duke of Welling- 
ton. It is that peculiar description of moral cou- 
rage^ too, which teaches him to disregard alike the 
opinions both of friends and foes. Let him be but 
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eo^ivltto^ that a certaiti tiie*8cii« hm beoDme vMb* 
pettsiftt^ to the peace or wd&re of the eouBtry,' 
aiad to^&e' caityhig of that nnlEumre ha vn&i laid 
alt htoenergied in titter 'Seipegwd aUkef ofthe smiles 
and frowns of others. I do not beliefs thai he is 
ehiier to be sndled into orftovrhed out of a par- 
ticular ineteare, however seductiTe the sKiile in the 
cme case; or ominous the frown in the otber. He 
appears ets indifl^rent to popularity as ai^ puUio 
man I 'know of the present diiy . 
' Indieed, my impression is, that his moral courage 
is 9t> extllBme as to degenerate into a blemish in his 
dianicter. It was his utter indiilRerence to -poipa^ 
hority that prompted his ill*judged and, to his awn 
Govemihent, fatal dedaration of November 182^^ 
agakist'all reform. And ^e same disn^ard of 
pubNe opinion contributed, there can be no doubt, 
to his- resotdtion to centre the entire goremment of 
the eountry in his own pMiK)n during die space 
ti4i!ieh iifitervened between the ejection d the 
Melbourne' Ministry in November 1834^ and the 
i«etOlta of Sif Robert Peel from' Italy. That w«s 
an experiment wlych no one, not even-hiif own 
gleatef^t friends, ever* undertook to justify^ It was 
all'ei^erinlenty indeed, which admitted of nojusti- 
fieation ^' but was considered by his own. p^ty, as 
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weU as by ihoae of jopfKiehe poiities^ to be as 
UQcoostttutional as it we» bold and daiing. 

One of die greal»it de&eta in thBcbotacter of 
the Duke as a stateynaa is^ his neither atttie^tii^ 
public Qpinim, nor keeping abreast with it. He 
generidly resists it till it has acqpmed .an over- 
whdming power. Had he, when in office, only 
granted a moderate measure c^ refcxmy the nation 
would have been satisfied^ at least for a tin»e^ and 
he might still have been Prime Minister of the 
coimtry. But by his refusal to yidd one icfta to the 
public demand, that demand became mm^ exten- 
sive in its soopef and louder in its tone, imtil It 
could no longer be resisted with safety to the 
pubfic peace.'-^He reuses the little m^ich would 
be gratefully received as an act of graoe^ and' then 
finds himself in die enid compdled to make a 
much larger ccmcession, for which he does not even 
receiise tl^ thanks of his ccHintrymen. 

His general mfonnation is neither varied nor 
profound; but he very seldom commits blunders 
in his qc»eches. He always pays ptrtieular atten" 
tion to any question of impQ^rtance be&re the 
House, before he ventures to open his nlunidi on 
it. And there are few men who cab si»' speedily 
master the leading details of any question. His 
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mind is aci^, and bis UBderstandiiig vigocous; 
so that, in as Seut aa the meremattor of his (qpeeches 
is oonoemed, he geneiaUy appears to some advan- 
tage; He often stfUDes out new eoorses of thoa^t, 
but seldmn pursues Aem far. It is nothing un« 
oomoion to hear him urge a series of ingenious 
arguments in ttcvaat of his view of the subject^ 
without what is called dwelling on them. He is 
always dear : you can never mistake the position 
he labours to establish, nor can you ever fail to 
pero^e the immediate bearing of his observations 
on that position* 

Were his diction and mannar good, the noble 
Duke would rank hi^ as a speaker, but both 
are bad. His style is rough and disjdnted — some- 
times positively incorrect: it is always, however, 
nervous and eiqHressive. His manner d speaking 
is much worse than his diction. He has a bad 
screeching sort of voice, a^^avated by an awk- 
ward mode of mouthing the words. His emmda- 
tion is so bady owing in a6me measure to the loss of 
sev^al o{ hia teeth, that often, when at the full 
stretch of his voice, you do not know what parti- 
cular words he -is using. At other times, and this 
too while hU gesture is vehement, he speaks in so 
low and peculiar a sort of tone, that you lose, per- 
haps, whole sentences together. 
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. The Duke feels stamgly on pjolitieal questions) 
and-tb^reift always great energy in hist manner 
when exfNresfflOg his. sentiments. He generally 
makes a liberal nseof . bisarms, eefieeially his right 
QX^ when, on his legB, and moves his body about 
for the purpose of enabling him to kK>k bis own 
frieodsvindiflferent parts of the House^ in the face. 
In his more vehanent moods, he frequently falls 
iato what, fn parliamentary language is called the 
habit of expectoration. His whole soul is thrown 
into his subject. You . see at once that he has no 
amlHtion to play the orator. He never uses a word 
more than is oeoessary, nor does be attempt iheto- 
noA flourishes. His speeches are full of fSeeiing 
and eeiuiment. You are only surprised when yoa 
see the intensity of the former, if in opposition to 
aiky measure before thdr L<A^dsfaipB, — ^that heddes 
not divide the H[ouse on the subject. 

Notwithstanding his having attJEiined the^-i^ 
vainoediige of sixty^sevoi, he -is full of spiritis, mid 
appai?entlyinexcdlenthealtfi* The conformaiion of 
his facek^ by pcM-tcaits, or otherwise, so fkmi^r^to 
every mie, that it is unnecessary to describe it; i 
may simply mention that his hair is of a gi^yish 
Qolouc and. that bis coiaplexion is -pale and wan. 
His eye is quick and pierckig, and his whole coUn** 
tenanee is highly indicative of energy and det^- 
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iiiH>4|t]oo. In bdght hetfi nAer above the middle 
^W* His fcmn^ for one of hi» years, is slender, 
and remarkably erects In his clothes -be appears 
^ evince a pardatity lo a blue coat, and lig^t vest 
and tronsers* They are seldom well made, bat 
hang rather kxisely on him* 

The Duke of Goa3E>ON^s voice is never hefUttin 
the House; but tbe frequency with whidi his name 
qomes before the puUic, aidtles him to a notice kk 
this work. He is. one of the most extreme Tories 
in the Houa^. His dislike of Liberal principles has 
goown into a d^estation of .them* The pnnninent 
part be has taken in promoting Orangeism, both in 
^England and in Scotland, is known to all His 
ofipoaition to the Melbourne AdministratioB'is as 
strenuous as opposition can be; but it is not that 
sort of opposition which has its migin in factious 
motives or considerations* It is not fisr the sake of 
his party, regarded in the abstract, that he uses all 
the influ^jkce he possesses to eject the Melbourne 
J^ini^M^;* it is for the sake of his principles, whidi 
are.dear to him as hk own life, that that influence 
is soiexelted* He firmly believes that Tc»ryism, in 
its purest and most unadulterafted- form^ is the 
gr^ate^ bles^ieg which a nation can. enjoy ; and he 
acts icm the ooowtien* Every one» therefore^ 
nHist give him credit for his integrity and con* 
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dstency, however moeh he may be coDceived to be 
in error, 

I have just mentioned that he never speaks^ I 
beHeve the last occasicm on which he opened his 
mouth in the House was in 1819» when Marquis 
of Huntly. His speedi on that occasion was 
ag^nst Queen Caroline, and was equally remark- 
able for its brevity, and for its hostility to that Lady. 
As I have never heard him, under any circum- 
stances, speak in public, I am, of course, unable to 
give any information from my own observation as 
to the manner in which he acquits himself. These 
who have heard him speak in public, report un- 
favourably of him ; which rep(n*t is tadtly con- 
firmed by the fact of his never speaking in his 
place in Parliament. 

In person he is tall, and handsome for one who 
had attained the age of sixty-six. He walks with as 
quick and firm a step as if he were only in his 
thirtieth year. His hair is of a light grey colour 
approaching to whiteness.' His features are hand- 
some and his face is of the oval fcirm. His corn- 
plexioh is ruddy. His appearance is comttmnding 
and dignified in a very ^eat degree. 

The Duke of Newcastle takes an active part 
in the proceedings of the House : not in the shape of 
speaking himself, but in concerting those measures 
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with his party* which are deemed most likely to 
stem the torrent of Liberalism. In this reepect he 
is CMie c^ the most zealous and unranitting in his 
exertions among the Conservative Peers. And, 
son^bow or other^ he has nmch greater influence 
with bis party than the intemperance of his language 
when speaking, or the well-known ultraism of his 
opinioi^, would lead one to infer. If he speckk but 
ooiDparatively seldom, he takes care that the little 
he does speak shall not pass unheeded : that is to 
say, if a loud, husky^ screeching voice, accom- 
panied with the most extrav^i^ant gesticulaticm, 
will attract attention* One regrets to see so much 
useless passion and so much bodily violaice thrown 
away in the delivery of a speedi which ccmtains 
nothing deserving the name of argument; while 
the clumsiness and inaccuracy ci its diction would 
dia^ace a school-boy in his first efforts at oompo* 
»tion. I never hear bis Grace dealing about his 
denundalions at the beads of the Liberals — ^for 
his speeches^ if so they must be called, almost 
invariably consist of the most violent diatribes — 
widiouk regretting that a portion of his animation 
and energy is not transferred to some other noble 
Lord, who has no action, but whose talents are of 
an order which affiird some guarantee that he 
would turn it to good account. If, for example. 
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Lord Ellenborougb were, to use the phraseology 
of chemists^ to absorb the eBer|;y and animation 
which escape from his Graoe^ he would prove of 
oonsiderable additional service to his party. His 
Grace, in his. more violent moods, appears in 
excellent condition for litemlly pulling an opponent 
to pieces, were he unfortunately within his reach. 
To describe his manner on such occasions . were 
impossible. No description could convey a better 
idea of it than the simple exclamation so often made 
by strangers in the gallery—'* What a passion he 
is in ! " There is one principle that pervades all his 
speeches, namely, the celebrated principle of " one's 
right to do what he likes with his own." He holds 
that his votes are as much his own property as his 
opinions ; and that as he has a right to think, so 
he has a right to vote, as he pleases, without having 
the wisdom or propriety of his conduct called in 
question. Other noble Lords, there can be no 
doubt, hold the same sentiment, but then they do 
so with certain qualifications, and are more guarded 
in their manner of expressing themselves on the 
subject. I much question whether his Grace would 
arffue on any public mea»ire, even if he could. 
He glorifies himself so much on his possession of 
the power to vote and act as he tliinks proper, that 
I am inclined to think he looks on mere reasoning 
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as a very useless thing ; as only a speciefs of clerer 
tricing with their Lordships^ time and attention, 
^he ultraism of his Grace's politics, and the 
violence of his manner, are ably seconded by his 
personal! appearance in his efibrts to attract atten- 
tion, when speaking. He is very tall, very stout, 
and 'very unwieldy in his physical confcHmation. 
His features are large and strongly marked. His 
face is full^ and inclines to the rotund form. His 
complexion is dark, and his hair has something of 
a greyish hue. His countenance does not decidedly 
express any particular quality of mind ; you cer- 
tainly would not form a correct notion of his 
character by applying to it the principles of 
Lavatar. He looks rather ^older than he is^ being 
only in his fiftieth year. 

The Duke of Buckingham is smre to attract the 
attention of a stranger in the House, whether he 
happens to speak or not. His personal propor- 
tions ate of a very unusual size. You may walk 
six months in the streets of London before you 
encounter so stout a man. His frame is, doubtless, 
naturally corpulent, and an easy disposition of mind, 
a life of indolence, and good living, have, in his 
case, effectually seconded Nature's purposes. He 
is pot-bellied, and rejoices in a face, the size of 
Fhich does no discredit to his general stoutness. 
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The conptexion of hb oountenanee has something 
of a sallowness about it, and his hair is of a dark 
brown colour. He has large laughingeyes, deeply 
set : his features generally are highly indicative of 
that qpeoies of cheerfulness which may be Boost 
justly characterised by the term "jolly I" When 
speaking of an of^nent, or even looking at faiia 
from his seat, you see, from a peeuliar expression 
in his eye^ a lurking disposition to be sarcastic at 
his expense. In the chapter on ** Scenes in the 
House,^ I have given a lively one, in which his 
Grace was the principal performer. As there men- 
tioned, th^e was something in his looks, as well as 
in the tones of his voice, of so very quizzical a kind, 
that Lord Brougham must have been as much 
stung by them as by the words themselves. Any one 
who chanced to observe the countenance of the noble 
Duke a Kttle before he made the <mset, must, though 
the merest novice in physiognomy^ have p^cdived 
how he was, in his own mind, quizzing the Xiord 
Chancellor. As a speaker, he has ,no pretensions 
to distinction. His style is bad; it is usually rou^ 
and incorrect. His matter is, if possible, still worse; 
ideas, he has fiew or none: the commodities in 
which he diiefly deals are declamation and rhapsody. 
If it be a .sin to mangle figures of speech, and 
grossly to pervert the best Jtropes of other men, l^ 
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appljnng them to sonae absurd matter of his own, 
never was public man more guilty than bis Grace. 
He treated the House to some choice samples of bis 
capabilities in this way when opposing, in 1882, the 
second reading of the Refiorm Bill. It would 
occupy too much space to transfer these to our 
pages ; but I may mention that, among other things 
to which he compared the Reform Bill, was that of 
a spell, which, he said, quoting from Shakspeare's 
tragedy of Macbeth, had been formed to 

*^ Untie the winds, and let them fight 
Against the churches— to let the yeasty waves 
CSonfbund and swallow navigatioik up — 
To let the castles U^ple on our heads. 
And palaces and pyramids to slope 
Their heads to the foundation." 

The authors of the Reform Bill might call that 
measure by the name of Refcnrm ; but the noble 
Duke maintained its pn^r character was that of Re- 
publicanism, and following out the idea, he played 
havoc among a fSew more figures of rhetoric ** It 
was," he said, " the spirit of Republicanism that 
would be insinuated in the habit and form of the 
British Constitution. The demon of Repub- 
licaoiiBm, in all its hideousness, was before them 
in that Bill I He trusted that it would find its 
final repose in that House-^that it would be laid 

r 2 
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in a Red Sea of rest, no more to 'fright the isle 
from its propriety.' " His Grace is amazingly 
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Were they to look for the purity of represen- 
tation in the hallowed shades of the Tower Hamlets 
— ^in the classical haunts of Billingsgate, and the 
modest precincts of St. Mary-le-bone? They 
had heard of Westminster's pride and England^s 
glory, but he believed it would be difficult to 
bestow an eleemosynary penny in the Strand, 
without hazarding the appearance of bribing a 
Westminster elector; and if a short-sighted can- 
didate chanced to overlook a beggar, he might 
have to mourn over the loss of a vote. Why, the 
cholera was nothing to the risk of this contamina- 
tion — the pestilence was nothing to it — and yet 
this was the way in which the representation of 
England was to be purified.'* 

In politics his Grace is a decided Tory, though 
one of those who profess to be moderate reformers. 
When he concluded the speech from which I have 
culled the above flowers of rhetoric, he gave notice 
that, in the event of the measure then before the 
House being rejected, he had a Reform Bill of his 
own ready, which he meant to propose in its stead. 
The leading feature of bis Grace^s measure was to 
couple the nomination boroughs in the return of 
members, giving one representative to every pair of 
those boroughs, and banning the union by join- 
ing Old Sarum and Gatton together. The members 
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who would be excluded by this sch^ne from 
Parliament were to be transferred to Manchester^ 
Birmingham, and one or two other large towns, 
where, in the first instance, due care was to be 
taken that the qualification should be suflSciently 
high. The Reform Bill, however, being carried^ 
his Grace's substitute was never brought formally 
forward. 

He is a nobleman of considerable influence in the 
House. He is, indeed, regarded as the head of a 
ceHain party, in that House, amounting to thirty or 
forty, and numbering among its members the Duke 
of Northumberland, the Earl of Arundel, Sec. 

He speaks frequently, but never k)iig at a time. 
I have already endeavoured to give some idea of 
the matter of his speeches: bis manner is still 
worse. He works himself^ in the majority of cases, 
into a passion — sometimes into a towering one. In 
the latter case he raises his voice, which is naturally 
shrill and penetrating, to such a pitch of loudness, 
that the sounds are reverberated from the walls and 
ceiling of the House. The conse^fuenoe is, iS there 
be not an Irishism in the expression, that sometimes 
you cannot hear him from the Vtfry loudness of his 
voice. In the Session of 1834, a gentleman belong* 
ing to the reporting establishment of a Morning 
Paper, gravely assigned the reason of b& not being 
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able to give his 6race*« speech, to the extreme 
loudoesa of the twe in which he spoke* - His 
wstioQ is eorreBpondiogly violent, aod has, owipg to 
the unwieldy, character of hia persoo, a very awk- 
ward effect. One wonders at seeing so much ^eal 
and energy, of manner displayed in a man who has 
reaohed the ttxtieth year of his age* 

The Duke of Northumberland never speaks 
in the House. I am not aware that he has for some 
years past delivered even a single sentence in it. 
in other ^pords, he is never^ according to the usual 
acceptation of the parliamentary phrase, to be seen 
^^ on kis legs^"*^ And as I have never heard him 
^ak at any puldic meetings I am unable tq give 
any inf(»mation as to what his qualificatioqft.as a 
q)eaker are,-*-if he have any. But thought he noble 
Duke never utters a syllable in the House, there 
are few noblsneD whose names are bettser known. to 
the pablic. His vast estates, bringing him in, it is 
siad, an annUal revenue of nearly Z50fOOOL, — bdiig 
bust Httle under that of any other peer of the 
rttdm, a^d half as large as that allowed his 
Mi^esty himself, — necessarily make him a person 
of so much importance 9B to ke^ his name 
oontioually before the public eye; and the emi- 
nence ;|o which his great property and consequent 
influence have, as a matter of course, raised him, 
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has been lai^Iy incr«fuied by tbe oirctnmUnce of 
his having lately 4Hed the impbrULVik aituation of 
Lord Lieuteoanlof Irdand^ In person h« is rather 
above tbe ordinary height^ and of a afender maks^ 
His oooapfexiod is of » sandy ootoun !» bi^ coun*^ 
tenaace there is noAii^ remarkable; but it is indi-^ 
cative of that illness to which tbe AoUeDake baa 
b^n subject for many years, and ivbichv in addition 
to bodily suffeiring, is tbe source &£ muoh iii6on<- 
venience to him. His appearance and manners are 
gentlemanly, with<Hit anything of. the haughtioeia 
of the aristocrat. He seldom attends the House*^ 
scarcely erer, except when some important question 
ia before it. It was matter of suq^rise to many of 
Ms friends, that, with Ins bodily indisposition and 
jmncely income, he should ever have undertaken 
the arduous duties of the Viceroysbip of Ireland^ 
He merits praise for not neglecting tbe duties of 
the office so long as he filled it. It is true that he 
was not popular with the Roman Catholic part of 
the population of Ireland; nor was it to be est^ 
pectedy as he went there a decided friend to Pro^ 
testant ascendancy under the auspicea of a Tory 
government. But it is a fact which ought ^ be 
mentioned to his credit, that he was, perhaps^ m 
popular a Tory Lord Lieutenant with theCathd&» 
as any Viceroy appointed to the office by the same 
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Tor)rpttrt]r for vMakyjeanpaBt. It h understood 
ha did not fcd the situation to bd dbed of roses; 
Midtjt i» believed 'that^ whatever' *fiituti9 chiinges 
niiy take place In 'hie day in the eotmcils of the 
King) he wll not aspire to any of the oflt^aes* vhich 
theGhovemihent inay have at its disposal. He is 
b the* fifty 4i^st year of bis age. 

The Duke of Buocleuoh must also, fhom the 
extent of his estates, which, with the property left 
him by a rdation, are understood to bring hinrf in an 
anoual revenue of 5250,000/., always possess oonsider- 
able influence. His talents, from any indication he 
has yet given of them, oertainly do not hold out 
any prospect of his ever acquiring much influence by 
any senatorial exhibitions he is likely to make. He 
never speaks, or at least but seldom, on any ques- 
tion except those which relate to Scotland. The 
little he do^s say is always to the point, but there is 
never anything in it above the merest common- 
plaeev ' , He s^ems incapable of penetrating the sur- 
face : 'I doubt if he have ever yet, on any oecasion, 
or en diiy subject, been the author of a singte 
felicitous- idett« . His voice ie thin, but clear 'and 
pleasant* . Hd has so^much of the Scottish accent, 
that before be has uttered a dozen words any 
English (ear would inevitably discover that he is a 
Scotchman. He talks with connderable ease, but 

f3 
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is always cold and monotonous. He has not the 
slightest animadon in his manner, or energy in his 
action. He is good-loolcing : his features are small 
and regular, and wear an expression of mildness 
approaching to simplicity. His complexion is fair, 
and his hair is of a sandy colour. He is about the 
middle height, and rather handsomely made. He 
is one of the youngest Peers in the House, being 
only in his thirtieth year. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

TORY PARTY.— MARQUISES. 

THE MARQUIS OF LONDONDERRY — THE MARQUIS OF 
WELLESLEY — THE MARQUIS OF SALISBURY. 

The Marquis of Londonderry has made 
himself conspicuous, both withki and without the 
House, by his extraordinary zeal, on all occasions, 
on behalf of the most ultra Tory principles. He 
is undoubtedly the most imprudent advocate in the 
Upper House of that class of principles. He never 
wastes a thought on the peculiar circumstances in 
which either himself personally or his party as a 
body may be placed by the course he pursues. 
Toryism is from heaven, and it would make a 
heaven on earth if it had only fair play. Of all 
this there can be no doubt. The noble Marquis, 
at any rate, has no more doubt of it than he has 
of his own existence. IV hy then, he argues, not of 
boldly assert Tory principles at all times, in all places, 
and under all circumstances? The extraordinary zeal 
he evinced in favour of Tory principles, and against 
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the Reform Bill, when that meai;ure was tinder 
diseussion in the Uf^r House, put his Ute ia 
more tfatfoi one instance iit immiiieiit peril* An 
infuriated mob on two occadcms, at the period 
I refer to, attacked him in the streets, atid be 
narrowly escaped witli bis life. Did this induee 
him to pursue a more moderate, or^ to use an*' 
other term, more prudent course? It did not. 
He was as v^ement the first time afterwards 
he entered the House, in his denunciations ot the 
^^ Revolutionary Kit," and as loud in his praises of 
lumdulterated Toryism, as before. As respects hi» 
party, he has, times without number, done infinite 
damage to them by the recklessness and impru* 
deoce of his political conduct. In &ot tbey have 
no sooner got tlrcmselves — ^it may be with a world 
of difficult — out of one false position in wbieb be 
had fdaoed them, than he lands tiiem m ianotber. 
Ofttimes would they give any things to puf chase 
bis laknce ; but, Uke that of Colonel Sibthorpei in 
the other House, it fa above all prke j— *itis not tei 
be purchased. When coaxing-^ do not like the 
word) but [ kmyw no better*— ai^ument^ remom* 
strance, entneaty, have all been used in vain to 
induce him to keep his lips seeded, and to make 
himself as comfortable as possible in bis seat, ^- 1 
haye often seen some friend, who could use greater 
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freedom with faim than odierB, seize him by the tails 
of thecoati and by a rather fdrcible pull^ endearour 
to make him rtawme higseat. I donot^hdwever, 
recoUect a single instanse in whioh thia species •d 
persuasion pmYed effeotaal, after he irais fiurly on 
his legs, though I have on sev^'al ocoasiods seeo 
him prey enled. from speaking when polled> down by 
the iail&of his coat while in theact of rising. If you. 
*^ tit " him after he has begun his speech, he turns 
about andemits an angry glance at you ; as 'Stticfa 
as to.sa.jicp^^ You may save yoursdves the ttonble, 
ray frsends> fcx* I will hare my own way of it. The 
Goinstitution is at stake, and I mint do wtutf I can- 
to si^e it^" And he does have his own way ^ 
though it admits of question with no one bot hinH 
self> that, instead of contributing any thing to the 
sdtvitian'of the Constitution»hb speeches have-tbe 
effeet of . acceleratii^ the catastrophe they are 
inieiided toavert« - When be rises to. addiess the 
House* on. any question of delicacy and importance, 
it isnouDcomnKm thing to see the more cantioas 
and prudent sd his party look each otfaer^sign]*' 
fiisantiy in* the face, as if fearing Sofne calamity 
is' aixiut 'jbo ^befal< their cause» And dnring the 
tim^iheiis xm his legs,, they listen with the most 
anxioni attention to every word which &lls from 
kis lips ; thankfiil, on the one hand, when he makes 
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no serious ^lips, but always labouring, on the other, 
under the most painful apprdiension of something 
awkward and injurious to their cause coming from 
him in the next sentence. 

The great defect of the adble Marquises pditioal 
character i«his want of judgment. It were aliilost 
unpossible to name a public man who has less. In 
eases where the most ordinary judgment mi^t 
dearly see the path, of prudence, he is sure to mis- 
take it. If there be a right and a wfong course to 
fdUow, he will inevitably chfKiBe the wrongtone. 

He has one redeeming quality in his ehiaracter as 
a public man : he is strictly honest and stneght- 
forward. He is not the person to compromise or 
abandop his principles, however alluring the tempt- 
ation held out to him. Nor will he under any^ 
circumstances or for any consideration conceal or 
disguise them. Out they must come; he must exhi- 
bit them to your gase, in all their native nakedness^ 
however hideous they may appear to you. Others 
of his party may in some measure soften down their 
principles by arrajring thetn in a mild and oonciUa^ 
tory phraseology ; — he disdains all such temporising 
with his principles — for so he considers it. Otiiers 
may look upon the Poles in dieir late resistanoe to 
Russian tyranny as rebels, but they will take care 
not to say as much. The noble Marquis is out with 
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it at once : he calls them in good set terms, ** a 
natkmof rebels.'^ Through this extretae integrity 
in his conduct, the whole country have as clear an 
insight into the interior of the Marquis of Lcmdon* 
derry'sboscnn as he possesses himself. 

He is a man of honour as well as honesty. He 
would disdain to stoop to anything itieonsistent 
with the acknowledged laws of honour, however 
much his own personal interests might be a&cted 
by the course he pursues. He would a thousand 
times sooner sacrifice the dearest object of his amtn- 
don than compromise a friend. His conduct last year, 
in relinquishing at once, and of his own Aree will, an 
appmntmeot as the representative of his Sover^gn 
at the Court of St» Petersburgh, rather than that 
Sir Robert Peel should be placed in a false position, 
aflbrds an unequivocal illustration of this. 

He is a man of no talent. He cannot argue any 
question in a passable manner ; nor can he make a 
connected speech on any question, even when he has 
most carrfuUy studied the sulgect at home. His 
ideas, such as they are^ are always ill assorted, and 
they seem to have a marked predilection for playing 
"hide and seek "with him. They are quite an 
onnumageable progeny ; they are fully as great 
" rebels as the Poles.^ It is a thousand to one, 
after he has sat down, if you have any definite 
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notion of the tenor of his reoiarloB. If you recol- 
lect two or three of his leading ideas, and conjecture 
the positions at which he has been hinuiieripgaway» 
with all imaginable zealcertainlyi but in the roughest 
posrible manner,— you have abundant cause to pon-^ 
gratulate yours^ on your habits of attention. 

His style is in keeping with bis ideas. It is 
rugged and diqointed* He was never yet known 
to stumble on a tcderably turned period. 

And as for his elocution, it is still worse, if that 
be posdble, than either. His voice is the harshest 
and most croaking I ever heard ; it sounds as if 
it were literally forced out of his mouth by some 
powerful compression of his acoustical organs. 
Whether it be painful for the noble Marquis 
himself to q>eak, I cannot say ; I incline to the 
opinion it must : of this I am certain, it is very 
unpleasant to every body else to hear him. His 
utterance is rather slow ; he stammers occasionally, 
but not much. He nev^ makes long speeches, 
but he addresses the House on almost every 
subject. Hia favourite theme is the afliurs of 
the Pei^insula* He allows no opportunity to slip 
of holding up Don JVCiguel, Don Carlos, and 
all the other Dons of despotism, as paragons 
of every thing that is amiable and virtuous ; and 
their (xovemmentSy as the mildest and best under 
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heaven. As he id not to be reasoned' out of bi» 
propensity for speeeb^Makhig by bis fHendd^ so 
neither #111' he be sneered or rldidtded out oiFit by 
Kis enemies. Many a bHter taunt doecT he get 
from the Liberals, and tnany a term of ridfoule 
is applied by them to bimj because of his ibolisb^ 
speeches about the " affairs of the Peninsilla,^^ but 
all "dithbut effect. He neither heeds their snaers' 
nor their sarcasms. He is perfectly impermeabte* 
to anything and everything of the kind. Even 
Lord Brougham, who is a terror to every body 
else, when he is expected to scatter his bittet* 
sneers and withering invectives about him, is armed 
with no terrcNT to him. He is qCiite imperviotm to 
anydiing the noble Lord can say. In fact, he has 
been so long accustomed to this sort of treatment^ 
that it were surprising if it had any e£^t upon 
him. 

In the gesture of the noUe Marquis, there is 
little on whieh to remark. It is not extravagant, 
though his seeming Mai for bis principles and his 
party would naturally lead one to infer that it is 
so. He moves his right arm slightly, and occa* 
sloually his body, to as that he may get a glitnpse 
of bis friends immediately around him ; but this 
is the utmost extent of his action. 

Hi9 almost iii%ariaMy causes great annoyance t6 
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thoBe of his own friends who address their Lord* 
ships from that part of the House in which he 
sits. Whenever one of them rises, or is expected 
to rise to speak) from that part of the House, he 
removes from the first bench to one of the seats or 
rather ^^ sacks^^ immediately before the Woolsack; 
when, laying his chin or the side o£ his b^id in his 
right hand, he stares at them with an intensHy «id 
uninterruptedness of gaze, firom the banning to 
the end of their oration, which were enough to 
disconcert any man not possessed of unusually 
strong nerves. The only redeeming circumstance 
in this part of the noble Marquis's conduct, is, that 
he greets them with a pretty frequent cheer, which 
always has the merit of being a most hesnrty one. 

Lcmi LondcMiderry is known as the author of a 
'^History of the Peninsular War."" It is, well 
understood, however, that he has no right to the 
credit of any literary merit the work may possess. 
He merely furnished the materials or facte. The 
Rev. Mr. Gleig, author of the ^^SubaUern," &Cm 
put it into that shape in which it was submitted to 
the public. 

The Marquis of Londonderry is a handsome 
man. He is above the middle height, and well 
formed. His countenance has nothing of harsh- 
kiess in it. It is rather, if any thing, ol a pleasant 
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expression. His features are regular, afid his face 
inclines to the oval conformation. His complexion 
has something of the florid in it, and his hair is 
of a light brown colour. He appears to be in 
excellent hedtth, and looks considerably younger 
than one who has entered his fifty-eighth year. "^ 
The Marquis of Welleslsy strikes you the 
moment you see him, by his personal res^mbtanoe 
to his relative, the Duke of Wellington. You 
would infer at once that they belonged to the same 
family. Perhaps the noble Marquis is rather 
stouter, and looks more robust than his Grace. 
In height he is of the average size. His features 
have something of a soft expression about them ; 
but they do not indicate any peculiar intellectual 
quality. His complexion is fair, and his hair of a 
light colour. His appearance never fails to com- 
mand veneration; He is a man of some talent, but 
is very dt^ective in judgment. He hardly ever 
speaks, but when he does, never without betraying 
his deficiency in this respect. In his study, how- 
ever, his judgment is more to be relied on, — the 
defect not being an inherent one : it is^ in a great 
measure, accidental. It is chiefly caused by a short- 
ness of temper, which makes hifm impatient of con- 
tradiction or opposition. I am sure no one can be 
more sensible than himself c^ the imprudence of 
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many of the expressioas he utterd in the House, 
wh^i he reads tliem coolly, as reported in the 
Homing Ps^m^ at his break£iat on the following 
day. He is a fluent speaker: his voice is not 
strongs but it is {feasant ; and so clear and distinct 
as to nake him audible in all parts of the HouMt« 
Jfi the matter of his speeches, which have beat 
but few in number of late years, there is not mucb 
to commend. It is quite of a commonplace 
character. You never meet in his speeches with a 
single happy idea; nothing that impresses itself 
on your mind. If you were put to the rack for it| 
the odds are that you could not, on quitting the 
House, ^ve any intelligible account of the g^eral 
scope of his observations. You cannot, however, 
(k)mplain of any want of words : in passably good 
phraseology he is by no means deficient ; though it 
must not be forgotten, that his diction appears, 
from his easy and fluent manner of ddivery, to 
possess graces, which, in point of fact, it doei» 
not possess. He is one of those speakers who, 
if reported literally as they express themsdves, 
would not appear to one's eye to the same ad- 
vantage as they do to one*s ears« He has not been 
regular in his attendance in his place in Parliament 
f<N: some years past. His excuse is to be found m 
his advanced years, for he has encountered seventy** 



MAXatJIS OF GALISBtJBT. 117 

sftx ^ summers* heats and winters* colds;" — in addic- 
tion to tkef ^Evligueft of a long and actire serviee, !n 
elWcM%nt parts of liie world, in the eause of brs 
country. 

The litoqiiis of Salisbury takes a somewhat 
pramaent pan in the proceedings of the House. 
He faae the good sense, howerer, to perceive that 
be was not intended by Nature for an orator, and 
consequently confines his addresses to their Lord- 
ships to questions of very secondary importance. 
And even then, without promising it, he invariably 
acts on the prhidple of not trespassing at length, as 
other noble Lords express it« on the attention of the 
House. He is always brief. He speaks very inac- 
cnra;tely. He often hesitates for suitable wotds, 
and very often when he has pronounced two or 
three diferent ones, takes the worst after alt. He 
stammers at every fifth or sixth sentence ; not, how- 
ever, to stidi an extent as to render his speaking 
very unpleasant. His language is plain ; it has no 
poUsh ; nor is there much to commend in bis matter: 
its only merit is, that it bears directly on the ques- 
tion before the House. In speaking, he uses scarcely 
any gesture : all be does use consists in a rapid 
niof ement, up and down, of his head. The motion 
0t the noble Marquises head has often appeared to 
me like that of a person who had engaged to give 
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a certain number of nods in a given time. His 
voice is weak ; or if it does possess any power, he 
never calls his stentorian capabilities into effect. 
He speaks with some rapidity. Altogether, he 
appears to be one of those, — though, as already 
stated, he speaks with some frequency, — whodther 
have no ambition to be considered orators, or who 
have sense enough to perceive that all their efforts 
to attain that distinction would be whoUy fruitless. 
Personally, there is nothing peculiar about the 
noble Marquis. He is of dark complexion, with 
hair of a brown colour ; a small part of the crown 
of his head is bald. His features are somewhat 
strongly marked, but they do not express any de- 
cided quality of mind. His face has something of 
an anguUur conformation. One would take him to 
be at least fifty years of age, but he is only in his 
forty-fifth year. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
TORY PARTY— EARLS. 

EARL OF ELDON — EARL OF WICKLOW — EARL OF 

« 

LIMERICK — IIARL OF WINCHELSEA — ^EARL RODEN 
— EARL OF ABERDEEN — ^EARL OF HADDINGTON 
— EARL OF HARROWBY — EARL OF ROSSLYN — 
EARL OF MANSFIELD. 

Ix>RD Eldon, Uioogh his name has of late years 
beaa comparatively unheard of, filled for more than 
half a century too large a space in the public eye^ 
and identified himself too much with the most im- 
portant passing occurrences of that very eventful 
period, to be passed over in silence in a work of 
this kind. Few men have exerted a greater in- 
fluence over the destinies of this country than did 
Lord Eldon during the first twenty-five or thirty 
years of the present century. After the death of Pitt 
he became the CorjrphaBUS of Toryism. Thou^ 
Lord Liverpool, from that time till 1826, filled the 
office of Prime Minister, there can be no question 
that Lord Eldoa was looked on as the great cham- 
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pion and suppcn^erof diat class of principles* That 
bis talenis mete ^^ of a terjp high order, bo oae but 
die nUMt bHndiBd paitisan id appMiU principles 
oould ev€fr have denied or ^doubted, and idMrefcre 
bis'taie^M^ alone must alwayip bscve inaBe<faiM ajomm 
of eonlM^irtlioD with his party^ but i^peeq^ieltive 6f 
mere talent^ the 'circumstance >of km oocopying the 
Inghest judicial place in the Jand,-^hiB being die 
Speaker of the Upper House <»f Pavliainent, • add 
what) in common phraseology, is called the ^ Keeper 
of the Kings's conscience,^— * was one which mtisrthaire 
Qecesstt41y added greatly to any itaportanee which 
mere talent could have given him. The teii^ too, 
whicb he invariaUy ntonifested for his principles 
and fMMy, must have gone far to endear 'his name 
to the Tories. Toryism may be said to have been 
part' and parcel of his existence: apart -from it^ be 
saw nothing in the world wovth living -for. His 
notioii - indeed was, that if ia the struggfe Toryisra 
hud'tonttiaintain during the wholeof his oin^eeiv bat 
espetriaHyin the latter pa»t of ilS, wotb Liberabm, 
01^ R^elution, as hoatways called the latter,, it 
iJtoilM' %e ▼abqurshedj^^then things had oomo ito 
such^ pAss tts to call for ^ end of tl^ worU itself; 

* ^n tbis^ as in some other cases,. I am obliged to «peak in 
the past tense^ because, though still alive physically, tbfe noble 
Lord must be regarded as politically dead. 
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He.couU coBoeite of nolhkig more ai¥)malous than 
Libemliatt in the leeeodaDt in the oouneik of the 
JEi|ig4 It ia BO ezBggeratioB to say^ that be would 
hate <xA|8idcred physioal calamities^ whatever may 
have bfea tbair extent, evils of minor magoitude. 
The aliitKi0iion of Toryitm was c^ar present to his 
mind c it had asort of imp^aonation in bis eye ; and 
when he thought in private or talked in public, <^ 
his poUtioal principles, he did both as if it had been 
of the dearest personal friend he had on e^rth. If 
you attacked Toryism, he felt precisely as if you had 
attacked himsdf* To have entertained any thing 
like 0(»rdial friendship for a person of opposite print- 
ciples would hw9^ been utterly impossible for him : 
it was not in his nature* He hugged his principles 
to his boaom, with a sincerity and fulness of affec* 
tion unsurpassed by that with which the most 
tender-hearted mother rq;ards her children* Never 
was human being mote devotedly attached, to his 
creed tbmi was Lord Eldon to Toryism. Ifothing 
in the world, no temptnooo^ however great, could 
ever hare indteed him to compromise it in the 
smallest iobi* Had the alternative of an abandon* 
ment. et his poUti<»l principles, or martyrdom^ no 
matter under what fonn, been on any occasion pre- 
sented him, he would not have hesitated a moment 
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in making his choice: he would at once have 
avowed his preference for the latter. 

The first severe shock which his feelings sus- 
tained on account of his principles^ was when the 
Duke of Wellington and Sir Robert Peel openly 
avowed themselves proselytes to the expediency of 
ccmceding Catholic Emancipation. But in that 
case his spirits were partly sustained by the hope — 
a hope to which he fondly clung till the last moment 
— that the House of Lords would never accede to 
the second reading of a Bill having sudi an object 
in view. Even when disappointed here, he found 
some slight consolation ' from the possibility that 
the King might have his eyes opened to the peril to 
which, as he conceived, he would expose his person 
and his tJirone, should he assent to that measure, 
—and consequently that he would refuse his signa- 
ture to it. When disappcnnted in this also, he was 
overwhelmed with grief. Ke fdt as* if some per- 
sonal c£fclamity of the^first magnitude had overtaken 
him. This mayTje supposed by ^onie, not sufficiently 
acqiimnted with the strfettgtSi of Lord Eldonls poli- 
tical feelings and prejudices, tb be a poetical licence 
of expression i it is not so. Those who know the 
noblfe Lord in piivate wiH bear their willing testi- 
mony to its troth. He mourned over the passing 
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of the Bill £>r tbe Emandpaticni of the Catholics 
every hour and minutd of the day, and it inter- 
rupted his shunberd in the night. Those who 
witnessed the extraordinary zeal witb whiob, in 
despite of bU the ^infinniiies of cid age, he resisted 
thf^ measure ki;k6 fHv^^ress through |he Lords, 
will not see anything hyperbolical in the phraseo<- 
logy I have«ni|do]^* 

He not. only &>fiesaw, but foretold as the inevit- 
able aiid speedy consequences of conceding Catholic 
£mano^ation^ what he re^rded as other breaches 
in the constitution. Still I do not suppose, active 
and great as his apprehenaions ware, that such a 
measure as tbe Reform Bill was e^er conjur^ up 
by his imagHiation. He was aatoitnded when Xx>rd 
Jdbn Russell first pnqposed it in the other House ; 
Imt his surpirise < soon gasre place to indigniition at 
what he eoDdtderod the audacity of those who could 
serioualy bring such « measure forward. With the 
latter fe^g «effe mingled emotions of joy at the 
thought that the* Grey Mini^try^ from the very reck- 
lessness of Aie measure, had not only overreached 
themselves by iofiiuring its defeat in tbie Upper 
House^ but Jthat .they had given a death-blow tp 
theniselves as a govemmcsit, and put the return of 
their party to office beyond the pale of possibility. 
When, therefore, he was informed by his own most 

g2 
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intimate political friends, that however muchthe^ 
disapproved of the Reform Bill — I speak of the 
first one — the alarming state of the country imposed 
on them the necessity of ass^iting to. its second 
reading ; when he was apprised of this, iJK inform- 
ation had the effect of a thunderbolt on his mind. 
It was some time before he could be brought to 
believe that the Lords were, as he concnved, as 
much bent on the destruction of their own onder, 
and the utter subversion of the constitution^ as the 
country seemed resolved to involve itself in irreme- 
diable ruin. The second reading of the Bill brought 
the startling and frightful fact home to bis mind. 
Shocked, however, as he was, by that awful dere- 
liction of their principles — for so he considered it 
on the part of the Peers — he still clung to the 
hope that it would be either thrown out in its 
further progress through the House, or be defeated 
by the King refusing his assent to it The me- 
morable success of Lord Lyndhurst's motion for 
the transposition of Schedules A. and C. afibrded 
a temporary realization of hk hopes. His joy 
during the few days of the subsequent mterregoupi 
was as great as his previous grief. That joy, haw- 
ever, was but o( short duration : in the brief qsaoe 
of eight days he saw the discomfited ex^^Ministry 
restored to ofiice on the sole ground of their identi- 
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fication with Reform, and with the moral oertaintj 
before them — for he now saw the Peers could no 
longer, in existing circumstances, help themselves — 
of carrying the measure or one essentially the same 
to a triumphant issue. The sudden transition^ first, 
from fear and sorrow to hope and joy, and again 
•from the latter to the former states of mind to 
a still greater extent, had, it is well known to Lord 
Eldon's private friends, a most injurious effect on 
the physical conatilutioQ of one at his very advanced 
ciage of Hfe. 

I dwell at greater length on the intensity of 
Lord Eklon^s feelings with regard to the two great 
medbsures of Catholic Emancipation and Reform, 
"because there can be no question that they have 
eontributcd to the almost entire withdrawal of the 
noble Lord from the House — of which I shall have 
to speak presendy^-^ioee the latter became the law 
of the land* The way in which he sometimes 
spoke, when addressing their Lordships in opposi- 
Ikffi to Catholic JEmanctpatiofi and the Reform Bill^ 
showed of itsdtf, though there had existed no other 
means of ascertaining what his feelings wem on these 
sulijects, that he considered those measures in the 
same light as personal calamities of the most pain- 
ful nature. The tear, on such occasions, »lently 
glistened in his eye; it was visible to all those 
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Peers who were near hindj when, after the passing 
of on^ of these measures, he made the memorable 
declaration of his belief — ** Now the sun of Eng- 
land's glory is for ^er set." Since then he has 
been but seldom in the House, He looks im the 
country as lost beyond all hope of recovery. He 
talks in private oil the subject as if hehfeul out- 
lived bis time by outliving the Odnstif uticm. He 
mourns over the Toryism of a former day, when in 
. Its high and palmy state, as over a departed friend 
with whom his existence might in some measure be 
said to be bound up. He has not since 6pened his 
mouth above once or twice, and even then faasnev^ 
said more than two or three words at a time, which 
have beai delivered in so low and mebmdiohf a tone 
as to be inaudible to all but those within two or 
three yards of him. 

/ Lord EMon, as I have already stat^^ wtis 
undoubtedly a man of considerable talents. ¥k 
was never what is called an orator ; but tliere was 
diWays something in his matter, itnlepefadeWtly ol the 
respect fentertained by all paitie^ for fais'^haracter^ 
which never failed to command attentidm. He was 
Mi so expert at detecting the weak and kbkard pc^ts 
of ati Opponent, if he spoke on the impute of the 
moment, as many others df-bis party w^e ;' butif he 
replied to-day to a speech trhieh was delivet'ed-'the 
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previous, day, h? generally <^d so with ingenuity and 
talenu The chief characterisUc of his speeches was 
the iahsence of aXL meretricious ornament. I}ia style 
was jrfmple, yet nervous* He wap gei^ralty. dqar. 
It wa3 obyvma be bad n^ lUQbition to be €0Q\9i<^red 
a fine sp^akc^ ; but if h^ had, hi^ ambition w^puld 
j|at have been gratified* He was Gpnstitutionally 
pdd and tai99ei in his manner. Sometimea he angued 
qpestions sophistically ; bqt the in^ances in T^hi^^ 
be did so were rare. He had too high an opinion 
pf the inherent excellency of bis creed to do it often $ 
and even in ibe few ca^oa in which he did, the 
ac^histry w^ too transparent to n^i^lead any oijie. 
I do not believe he was ccmsdous of it bimsfsif . 
He was haj^y in expressing a great deal in a short 
i^iace. He generally plunged into tb^ marrow of 
his subject at once. In this respect he evinced the 
impati^aee of a man who thought he oould adduce 
arguments or facts which would at once set the 
question before the House at rest. 

I have said that his FP^np^ was cold and in^t^i- 
mate. H^ usuijly stpod stock ^till, with ^is right 
ha^d resting on the tftble^and talked as if adfire^- 
ing bin^^lf to some particular Peer qn the o^x)site 
jside^ Thia qf course applies to the ^pe^e^ b^e has 
made since his ejection frpm the Woolsack* When 
Xord .Chancellor, he always spoke {r(xa the floor, on 
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the left hand of the Woolsack, which was a coosider- 
iafale distatice from the titble. 

Lord Eldon's political eharaeter cbes^ dot ake* 
gelb^r accord with his oharaoter as a Jtid^. In 
the ktter cnpadty he was remarkriile for the leiq^h 
of timehe took to make up his mind) as he called 
it, oto tiie merits cf a case* Ht balaneedibe en- 
deooe for and against with so muck care and oioety, 
and' doubted and re^doubted so often, that the 
suitors on boA aides often thought he would 
hot give a decisbn till doomsday^^^t ka^ not till 
their ddomsday. OnpolitiealquefitidB8,ont)ieother 
hand, he nevar had a doubt at alL The very 
-moment a point was pnasented to his mind, no 
matter how intricate its bearings, be gftvejudgmmt 
^— and tihat too in the most decided terms. No 
one ever heard him in such a case say he was at -a 
loss. He saw the thing clearly as soon as be saw 
it all. 

A greater stickler for ancient usages and ancient 
institutions never lived. In hb view, tinM hallowed 
every thing. The abuses which hb own party 
adttiitted to exist, and wbicfa they said it was^ neces- 
sary to remedy, were as raiKsh erais^crated in fab eyes 
as those parts of die Coostitutibn which, la3rii^ all 
irony amde, are really the envy of smroun^ng 
nations and the admiration of the world. << What- 
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ev^r is, id nght,^ was his grand maxim in such 
esMM. Net even the crinuoal code, 6at^[iiinary and 
anomalous as it was, everiftuLa single defect in. his 
^e. He tkiugblifae slight amdiondiDn effected in 
ihatieddeibytfaehdloaTB of hirfiiend Sir Aobert 
T^Ai wtas la.mott daring and dangeio|it innnratidn 

•on ^'Misliog institu^onsi'^ Though Ihe prites, 
ni^tfntwMBA Lfiberal, and meD <»f allfiiartaesdn 

. Papfiattient, deacwiaeed the ^* law^ cbfa^,^ and the 
0€h4r4j)yee^ in Ae' Court of CfaanoBry^ hi wouid 

never aUdwitevewas any thing wmng eveartbeee, 
nor that aaiiy ioiproirement could be made. 

H^ party cAen rqgretted this, because they nkvr 

it iras productive of most injurious reeuUa to their 
jeaute ; but be was one who would not yield a« indi, 
or sonetipn the correction of what was manifestly to 
afl other eyes a glering abuse, be the amsecjueDces 

•^bat they m^ht. His notion was, that. as *tJie 

•W90rld-mu8toome.to an end sometime, it vould be 
much better to let it come any time, than that a 
sifigle pnitieleof'what he eonsidered part and- par- 
cel of- T<Nr3ilsin' should be given up« The greet 

^li^or^t of Lewd Elddn^s most strenuous neststapee'to 
axjrakevatidn.in whatever existed was, thotllie 

odoilified tke abuses .o£. every uistitution with ithe 

institutioQ* itself To luek. an extent did he^taryy 

*4ris^veiNTeiicei£Dr^^uident rights and ust^es^ that he 

G 8 
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always fdt, when they were attacked, as if attacked 
himself. In fact, he would infinitely sooner that 
every species of abuse had been heaped *in unmea*- 
sured quantities on himself, than th^t a word should 
be whispered against ancient ullages and prescript 
tive rights ; iand often, while he showed no sytftptoms 
of uneasiness at violent attacks made on his' own 
characterdid he evince great irritability when bidden 
abuses, especially if they were those of the Court of 
Chancery, were dragged to Kght and denounced. 

However much one may censure his bigotry and 
intolerance, nobody can withhold his meed of ap- 
probation of the integrity and straightforwardness 
of Ms eonduct. You saw the man exactly as he 
was constituted, before you heard him deliver a 
dozen sentences : I do not believe he would have 
'stooped to any unworthy expedient, to accomplish 
any end, though he might have regarded detection 
as impossible. He was 6petl as day in all his 
conduct — open to a fault in a politician. 

Lord Eldon, during the last ten ot fifteen years, 
has been remarkable tor his venerable appearance. 
I have hardly ever seen a man whose personal 
aspect was more calculated to inspire respect. 
The oppression of his countenance, whidi has a 
great deal of intelligence in ii, has much of the 
gravity of the judge. The first impression of a 
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Stranger en seeiog him, would be that he is a man 
of a beaenrolent disposition, and of a daeplj-seated 
religioys feeling. There is an nndefinable expres- 
sion of dignity in bis whole appeacanceiy which 
at once strikes you when first within the reach of 
your eye« He is one of those men iwhose very look 
disanns an q>poneiit of aU power of personal <dr 
vituperative attack. In the mere personnel of 
'the noble Lord, puttii^ out of view the moral 
and intelleclual qualities of his character, there is 
much to admire* He is tall, and well formed for 
one over whose head eighty-five years have past. 
His face is full, and of fair complexion^ with 
mu^h £swer wrinkles than might be expected in 
one who has not only advanced so far ioto the vale 
of life, but the greatest portion of whose existence 
has been i^nt amidst the storms of politics, and 
with. all the cares of the highest judicial station in 
the country pressing on his mind* His features 
are generally large, but that which strikes (me 
most is the sunken appearance of his eye% caused 
by an uausually great projection of his oyebrows« 
His forehead is well developed. His hair is milk- 
white, while his head is but very partiidly bald. 
He appears in good health for one at bis advanced 
age* His mind is as clear in its perceptions as 
ever, and be can express himself in correct and 
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vigorous language. For the reasons I have al- 
ready mentioned) rather than from his acoumulMed 
years, he was not, so far as I obser^^ed, in his piaoe in 
the House of Lords, all last Session. 

The Earl of Wick low may be regarded as the 
leader of the Opposition, on all matters beaiaog 
immediately on the affairs of Ireland* He is ^ 
man of fair talents, but nothing more. He k 
clever in debate. There are few more vc^ble 
men in the House. Though of a warm temp^a- 
ment, and often irritated — ^for his seraity on otliera 
leads to severity on their part in dealing with 
himself — he never allows himself to be confused or 
disconcerted by his loss of temper. He has always 
an ample stock of words at command^ wherewith to 
naake an effective attack on an antagonist, or to 
defend himself: and he is not only ready, but 
correct. His sentences are elegant, and his. periods 
rounded. The worst of it is, there is infinitely 
more to admire in his diction than in his ideas* 
In the latter, indeed, there is often nothing at aU 
worthy of the. smallest admiration. You regret to 
see so much ele^mt language wasted on such 
worthless ideas. It is true he thinks very dif> 
ferently of bis matter himself : that, no doubt, is aU 
natural. Take his own estimate of his talents, and 
be has no equal, Lord Brougham alone excqated, 
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ia tbe Hoiise^v His extraevagant notion of bis 
aiailities.aa-a -debater) i» DOt wttbout its ndvintAges, 
both .tp^Unself' and iiis paety^- ■ It- promf Ui Mm 
often to nisb^onto tbe luiMa ti»' tiMiedte'lWy 
ptimplfife^iasid- sastim \am in {he c<iiifl]ctiitiiQien 
iidia^.of biBiparty, eitbtr fromUioiidicy ori)tlie 
iwant faf theMneqiiisite pugnamty of difeipMMoii, 
staedt aloof from it* Iidepoideiitly of flft» o^kp- 
avtteiliitg confidence tft his own powers, tlte nekHe 
fiarl posscfises nuacfa moral courage, from tbe^ deep 
and 'unwgrerii^ conTiotioti he entertain of' the 
Ixoth and excellence of Conserratire principles. 
He i8.;iiot to be dmen from the^ld under aoy 
etfctUDataaces. You eamx^ stun hini by aaj^btolr 
you giTe him, however heaTy, and however; tender 
the part tm which it alights. You may make>)ttm 
ati^ger, or even lay him prostrate at ybilr fltet^ 
but you cannot scatter his aonses* When you 
flatter yourself that all is over, that he is either 
I^og laaniMate or insensible before yow, he starts 
agaiA Ihat moment to his feet, and renews ahfe 
oamfasit asaetivetyand in as good spirits as ^ver. 
.To4)e'8ute:h8s thnist^, if they reaehyou at aU^ 
may have no more effeet than the feeble pattingsof 
a.babe<Iiave on the person of its nurse« ^tilt be 
is all ^tality and idL profusion in dealing out bis 
thrusts at yau ; fancyii^ all the while, that ^re he 
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sits down he will be able to lay you mangled and 
breathless on the scene of confli<^, a spectacle of 
pity to your friends and of triumph to your 
enemies* In other words, you may suppose^ and 
all the q>ectators may concur ^wkh you in thie 
opinion, that you have signally vanquished, and 
for ever disabled, the noble Earl ; but nether you 
nor th^ will convince him of that. He rev&ree& 
your conclusions ; he looks on it to be as dear as 
the noon-day sun, that you yourself are in the 
precise predicament in which you fisncied him to 
be placed. Never yet did he retire from any 
conflict with a Liberal Peer, without shouting in 
his own mind the cry of victory. 

The noble Earl is exemplary in his attendance 
on his parliamentary duties. Nothing but some 
obstacle of an insuperable kind will ev^ prevent 
his being in his place in Parliament when any 
question of importance is expected to be brought 
before the House. And on almost every such 
question he is sure to speak. His speeches are not, 
except in peculiar cases, long* They, generally 
occupy from twaity to thirty minutes in the delivery. 

I have said .that he speaks with fluency. His 
voice is pleasant, and possesses considerable onnpass, 
but he wants the power of controuling or modu- 
lating it to such an extent as would make him an 
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effediTe qpeaker. There is hardly erer any van- 
arion from the key od which he pitches his voice. 
He b^DS rather loudly^ and continues to the 
-dose as he began. There is much warmth in his 
manner. He is always animated. Yon are con- 
vinced he feels what he says — that the sentiments 
he expresses are the settled convictions of his mind. 
His gesture is generally violent ; sometimes extra- 
vagant. 

In person he is about the usual height, and of a 
very stout and compact make, without being, strictly 
speaking, corpulent. His features are regular ; and 
hisface, which is round, has something preposses^ng 
about it His complexion is fair, and his hatr red. 
He appears to be in excdlent health, and though 
in his forty-eighth year, you would not suppose he 
had attained the age of forty. 

The Earl of Limerick is a noblraian with 
whose name the public have been familiar for* many 
years past. Though now in the seventy-dghth year 
of his age, he is, perhaps, one oi the most violent 
Tories in the House. It is his matter, however, and 
not his manner, that is thus distinguished for its 
iiltraism. As a speaker he may be said to be mild 
and temperate ; he speaks in so low a tone as to be 
sometimes inaudible to those at any distance from 
him. His gesture, too, is gentle and moderate. In 
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short, were one to judge only from the tones of his 
voice and his appearance generallji he would at 
once set the noble Eai4 down as a type of M that is 
mild and moderate. When, however, be pet^eit^ 
the quality of his matter, he will find out his m)slake. 
His speeches breathe a singular bitterness of Bj^t 
towards those who hold opposite political opinions. 
Charity is said to cover a multitude of sins. The 
noble Earl has not a particle of this commbdicy 
towards those who differ from him. He is himself 
so entirely steeped in Toryism that he cannot, fel* 
the life of him, see how men can conscientiously 
entertain antagonist principles. That he himself 
is thoroughly convinced of the excellency of his 
opinions, no one, so far as I am aware, ever hinted 
a doubt. No one not perfectly sincere in his opi- 
nions could by possibility evince the intense zeal in 
their behalf which the noble Earl has done during 
a lengthened public lif^. He is not a man of mulch 
talent. I havenever heard him make any speech which 
rose above mediocrity : usually he is rather beldw it. 
Until the present session he was in the hab^ of 
speaking on all party questions, and on those tdfit^ 
ilig to the governmast of Ireland. He speaks jn^ 
differently well so far as the delivery is concerned, 
were it not, as already remarked, that his tone of 
voice becomes sometimes so low as to renderfthn 
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biansly audible. His style has none of the. graces 
of literature. It is usually feeble and dumsy, 
sometiines iocorrect. 

la person^ he is plain ^md counUry-^like. He is of 
the middle height, and ratbea* stoutly made* The 
colour of his hair is grey^ and his complexion has 
much of the hue of health in it» considering his 
adtanced age. His features are large and strongly 
marked. His cheek bones are high and prominent, 
and the expression of bis face altogether is siich 
that one who has seen him once would never aifter- 
wards beat a loss to distinguish him among all the 
other Peers in the House. 

The Earl of Winchilsea is chiefly distinguished 
fcH* his warm attachment to the Established Church, 
and his zealous advocacy of her interests. A more 
sinoene or attached friend the Church of England 
does not possess. She is ever uppermost in his 
mind ; every thing else dwindles into insignificance 
when compared with her. But with that church he 
Inixes up every thing appertaining to her as she now 
exists* He regards her as perfection itself^ and that 
any interference with her, though under th^ pretext 
of improving her, is nothing else than a blow aimed 
at her very being. Men may talk of abuses having 
crept into her as they please, he will npt believe 
it. His own most intimate and attached political 
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friends admit that 8ome improyement may be mad^ 
in her mode of working, but he denies the facti To 
touch her in any way, or under any pretext* 109 ia 
his view, the greatest moral crime which a human 
being can commit. The clergy, whether considered 
numerically or in their incomes, ace, in his estima* 
lion, as essential a part of the church as .the 
head is of a human body. He who would either 
diminish the number of the clergy to the extent of 
a single unit, however many of them may be pa-feot 
drones, or reduce their incomeaby a dn^e farthing, 
incurs a moral responsibility of the first magnitude; 
His speeches, in their printed form, breathe an 
ardour of attachment to the church and clergy 
which is not to be seen in the speediest^ any other 
member of the Upper House — with perh^ the 
single exception of those of Lord Iloden-*-but 110 
one can form an adequate conception of the intensity 
of that attachment who has not heard him speak. It 
is only in the emphads of his words, the tone of his 
voice, and the warmth and energy of his manner, that 
you can see his friendship for the church and dergy 
in all its strength and fulness. I believe he wouM 
make greater sacrifices for the Chux)ch of Bngland 
and her ministers, than almost any other man alive 
at this moment. That church is dear to him as his 
pwn life. Rather than see the Aj^ropriation Ques- 
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tion carried, as nspects that portion of the Protett- 
aiit EfUUishmcDt which is in Irdand, he would, I 
have no doubt, not only saorifice the whole of his 
estates, but cheerfullj suffier martyrdom. I beard 
him •tate^'-and he did so with an empham and 
eacvgy of manner which could leave no room to 
doubt the sincerity of the feeling expressed — I 
heard him state, last sesnon, that he would rather 
iacrifioe his entire estates, than see the Municipal 
Corporation Reform Bill receive the sanction of the 
Lords. If he said this in reference to that measure, 
those ^ho know how much more intensely he feels 
on all questions immediately affecting the church 
than he does on subjects purdy political, can have 
no hesitation in concurring in the opinion I have 
just expressed, that he would most willingly su£Rer 
Martyrdom any day in defence of that church as 
she now exists. It was, I have no doubt, the con^ 
vjction that if he should be killed in the duel which 
he fought with the Duke of Wellington in 18S9, 
that he would die a martyr to his attachment to the 
church, and in theassertionof herrightsandinterests, 
that he accepted the challenge of the noUe Duke 
rather than retract what he had said of him as an 
enemy of the church. It was the same feelmg that 
prompted the resolutbn he then formed, and to 
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which he adhered for some time, — till more mature 
deliberation suggested he might be of greater Ser- 
vice to the church in his place in Parliament — 
never to enter the House again because it bad 
sanctioned the measure of Catholic Emancipation. 

The ardour of the noble Earl's attachment to the 
Church of England, constituted as she is at present, 
often leads him to say many foolish things, and to 
make many foolish exhibitions, in the House of 
Lords. Many of his observations, from their sheer 
extravagance and utter absence of any thing like 
rationality, have never been reported, at least not 
i» they have fallen from his lips, and are conse- 
quently unknown to the pubUc. Some of his printed 
epistles ^^ to the Protestants of England,*' have ap- 
peared, even to his own most intimate friends, as 
well as the most strenuous supporters of the Church, 
so deeply tinged with fanaticism, as to defeat the 
very objects they had in view ; but these, in the 
quality of extravagance, do not admit of a moment's 
comparison with some of the effbdons which escape 
him in the Lords. The intensity of his feelings 
gets the complete mastery over his jiklgment, and 
he allows himself to be worked up to such a pitch of 
excitement, that he is perfectly unconscious at the 
time of whiU he is saying. I believe that more dis^ 
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intafested genoine zeal for tbe Cbtsnob of Engknd 
burna io his bosom tlwn is felt by the whole Bench 
of Bi8bc^9» taken in the aggi«gate* 

The noble Earl never speaks except on subjects 
on which he feels strongly : on otlier topics he 
never opeoa his mouth. It will consequently be 
readily believed, that his manner is warm and vio- 
lent ia no ordinary degree. Of him it may be said 
with peculiar force and propriety, ^^ Out of the 
fulness of the heart the mouth speakelfa ! ^' He 
throws his whole soul into his words. Never did 
themx>st zealous and energetic clergymaA that ever 
existed, when addressing his fellow-beings on the 
most soul-stirring topics that could be brought be* 
fore thdr minds, manifest a greater earnestness of 
manner* The intensity of his feelings sometimes 
prevents the due enunciation of his wcnrds. He is 
occasionally, you would fancy, like to choke from 
tbe exertion he gives his lungs, and his impatience 
to deliver his sentiments. His voice is clear and 
strong, and might be modulated with great effect ; 
but the ardour of his feelings do not admit of hi^ 
paying the. slightest attention to the graces of elo- 
cution. His action is vehement, without being so 
redundant as might be supposed from the intensity 
with which he feels on all those questicms on which 
he addresses the House. He never speaks long, 
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and hardly ever attanpts anything in the shape of 
argument. His speeches consist ci declanuilioa 
from first to last. Their burthen almost invariably 
is, that if the measure he opposes be sufi*ered to 
pass the Hoiiise^ that House will not only utterly 
and irretrievably disgrace itself — ^he scruples not 
in such cases at the terms he employs — but will 
destroy the Constitution, and introduce revolution 
into the land. 

He is not a person of any vigour or grasp of 
mind : his feelings are too strong for that : nor is 
his style at all entitled to praise. Even his written 
addresses, already referred to, are ^poar indeed, 
considered m^ely as literary compositions. They 
are penned in defiance of the most plain and simple 
rules of syntax. His sentences, as Hamlet says of 
the times, are *' sadly out of joinf 

Still the Earl of Winchilsea is a man whom 
everybody, however much one may differ from 
him, must respect. His motives are most pure 
where his judgment is most at fault. His private 
character is irreproachable: in all the relations 
of life he is most exemplary. If there were no 
other honest man in the House of Lords— though 
there are many on both sides — he is emphatically 
one. Those blandishments of place and power 
which would make many others change every prin- 
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ci}^ they have, and induce them to adopt the very 
opposite dass of opinions, would not have the ^R^ 
of causing him to compromise any of his in the 
subtest degree. 

In person he is tall and stout. His face, without 
being corpulent, has a tendency to the rotund con- 
formation. His complexion is dark, and his hair 
black. His features are small and rqrular, and 
the expression of his countenance altogether is that 
of dignity blended with pkasantness. He is in the 
forty-fifth year of his age, though, judging from 
his hale and healthy appearance, you would not 
think him so far advanced in life *. 

Lord RoDKN contests with the Earl of Win- 
obilsea the title of the Champion of the Church. 
If the seal of both these noblemen for the Pro- 
testant Establishment be on a par, and if they 
be alike Mind as to the faults and fkilings which 
others of her more enlightened friends discover in 

* A short time sinoe^ I had occasion to travel nearly fifty 
miles in a stage-coach with Lord Maidstone^ son of the noble 
EarL This young nobleman promises to distinguish himself 
in pttbHc life. Like his father, he is devotedly attached to 
die Churoh of England ; but in his advocacy of her interests 
there is great calmness and moderation in his manner. His 
information is'at once varied and profound, and his powers of 
conversation great, though only in his twentieth year. He is a 
young nobleman of a remarkably mild and affkble disposition. 
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her, the parallel holds equally good as to their 
talents. The intellectual powers of Lord Roden^ 
like those of the Earl of Winchilsea, are below 
mediocrity. In the article of discretion — at least 
in so far as the advocacy of the Church is con- 
cerned — Lord Roden has a slight advantage over 
his noble friend. He does not allow his feelings to 
obtain to so entire a mastery over him, though on 
diurch matters, next to the Earl of Winchilsea, he 
evinces the most ardent temperament of any man in 
the House. His speeches are never illumined by the 
faintest gleam of argument: he seems to hcid all 
reasoning in supreme disdain. His addresses to the 
House consist almost exclusively of bitter lamenta* 
tions at the profligacy and impiety of that innovat* 
ing spirit which is abroad, mingled with a liberal 
allowance of denunciations of noble Lonls on the 
other side, for abetting this revolutionary and 
infidel spirit He never speaks long at a time : it 
is impossible that he could ; for his stock of decla- 
mation and anathemas being limited to the single 
point of an apprehended destruction of the church, 
coupled with the singing of a sort of dirge suited for 
the dire catastrophe, it were out of the questiiHi to 
expect he could continue any length of time without 
unprofitable repetitions; of which, by the way, 
there are a reasonable number. Then again, there 
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are phpical obstacles to long speeches on the part 
of the noble Lord, which of themselves would of 
necessity speedily bring his oratory to a dose, sup- 
posing the extent of his mental resources were 
incomparably greater than it is. The extreme 
vehemence of his manner, in one whose person is 
so stout as to approach to corpulency, would soon 
fatigue him to perfect exhaustion. 

He is all sound and fury. His voice, which is 
naturally good, though his peculiar opinions and 
the warmth of his feelings have imparted to it 
something of a melancholy, if not a whining tone, — 
is raised to a high pitch, and his gesture is redun- 
dant in the extreme. He works himself up to a 
degree of animal excitement which is in admirable 
keepang with the rhapsodical character of his 
matter. He is as happy an illustration as one could 
wish to meet with, of the (dd adage, that empty 
barrels make the greatest noise. In the seriousness 
of his aspect, the gravity of his tones, and in his 
mamier altogether, he strongly reminds one of 
those preachers of the gospel whose zeal borders 
on fanaticism, if it have not lost itself in it. It was 
a mistake in his destiny when he missed the Church. 
He would never have made a brilliant Bishop, he 
is too defici^t in intellect for that ; but I doubt 
not be^ would have been a very useful one* It 

H 
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were well if a portion of his zeal were infused into 
some of his fri^ids on the Bench of Biehops. If 
he haye too much of this commodity, thej ha^e too 
little. His blind seal causes him to apprehend 
dangers to the ^ Protestant religion as by law 
estiAUshed " wh^« none exist ; the indifference ot 
some of the Right Rev. Prelates — there are exemp- 
tions undoubtedly— has the effect of making them 
repose in indolence and security, where there is 
both actual and imminent danger. Lord Roden 
may be censured for his imprudence, and the more 
enlightened friends oi tlie Establi^ment may oom-* 
plain with justice of the injury which the ardour 
of his feeMngs, uncontrouled as it is by anything 
deserving the name of judgment, has done to the 
cause so ne^^ and dear to his heart, but every one 
must respect him for the purity of h^ motives and 
the integrity of bis conduct. 

Dr« Johnson, as I have ranarked in sketching 
the character of another member, was fond dT a 
good hater. Had the Earl of Roden been oontem*. 
porary with the great lexieographer, be must have 
been an especial favourite with him for the ccndial^ 
ity with which the noUe Earl hates the Roman 
Catholics. It is right, however, to add, that it is 
not themselves posonaily he hates; he hates them 
only as Uie representatives of the Roman Catholic 



KARL OP ABERDEEN. 147 

faith. Let them renouDoe their errors^ and ein^ 
brace the Protestmtisni ot the Establisluaeieiit, and 
they wiU, that moment, be transformed from objects 
of the bitterest dislike to objects of the warmest 
affection. Of all rdigioas creeds in the world, the 
Roman Cathc^c creed is to him the most obnoxious. 
I question whether he does not view it in a more 
unfavourable light than he does Paganism or even 
Infidelity itself. 

Lord Roden is in the prime of life, being in his 
forty-eighth year. He is one of the tallest and 
stoutest men in the House. He is good-looking. 
His features are large but regular, and his face is 
<^ the oval form. His complexion is dark, and his 
hair is something between a brown and a Mack 
colour. He wears large whiskers. He appears to 
be in excellent health. 

The Earl of Aberdeeh's manner of speaking, 
a» well as the roattar of his speeches, contrasts 
strikingly with the well-known ultraism of his 
Tory principles. He is calm and quiet, even to 
lifdessness^ in all his addresses to the House. A 
ptfson who heard him speak, and did not know 
who he was, would at once say in his own mind, 
^* This is a man who speaks, as the proverb says, 
for speaking^s sake^ and who cares nothing about 
the princifdes he professes to entertain.^ The cold 
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and monotonous tones of bis voice are quite in 
keeping with his action, — ^if, indeed, the occastonal 
gentle raising and lowering lof bis right hand 
merit the name. Th^ moment he gets on bis 1^ 
you would think him £airly transfi:ied to the spot 
on which he stands. Scarcely more inanimate in 
appearance is the statue of the late Mr. Canning, 
which faces Palace Yard on your way to the 
House. His voice is clear^ and not unpleasant^ but 
he always begins, continues, and ends his speeches 
in precisely the same key. His speaking has this 
redeeming quality, that everything he says is aud- 
ible. Nor must I omit to mention that his articu- 
lation is good. He also times his utt^ance with 
judgment. He neither speaks too rapidly nor too 
slow : if there be a tendency to either fault, it is to 
the latter. His language is always correct ; I am 
not sure that there are many speakers in either 
House whacan boast of a more classically accurate 
style in their speeches. He speaks extempcore, and 
always with much ease. If you are not struck with 
the comprehensiveness of his views, the on^ioality 
of his ideas, or the ingeniousness of his arguments, 
you can never, with justice, impute anything abso* 
lutely weak or silly to him. He is always dear. 
Even in the most intricate and d]ficuU-to-be*u un- 
derstood topics of our foreign policy, which, indeed* 
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we almost the only subjects on which he ever 
addresses the House, you can at all times follow 
hun without an effort. His arguments are gene- 
rally more plausible in themselves, than ingeniously 
or forcibly put. He is a man oi respectable inform- 
ation on most of the questions which come before 
the House; but with questions of foreign policy 
he is particularly conversant. This may be ac- 
counted for from the circumstance of his having 
fiUed, for a considerable time, the office of Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs. The noble Earl is favour- 
ably known in the literary world. His work on the 
Antkjuities of Athens is one which could only have 
emanated from the pen of a man of taste and intel- 
ligence. His perception of the beautiful in archi- 
tecture is perhaps unequalled by that of any 
man in the present day— certainly by that of any 
man moving in the higher spheres of society. 

I cafinot say as much of his taste in the science, 
as some people call it, of dress. He dresses with 
much carelessness. No one would believe his coat 
was ever intended for him ; or, if so, the fair in- 
fer^ce would be, that his tailor dispenses, in his 
case, with the usual admeasurements in cutting the 
cloth. Never was coat made in more utter con- 
tempt of the Brummell notion of tailorifics, than 
is that of the noble Earl. One of its most re- 
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markable features is the amplitude of itsdimenaoiis. 
Strip, if one may hazard an hypotheaS) must be 
dreaming of some wetl-fed Alderman^ when he 
puts the scissors in reqointion. The negligaice 
of his apparel makes him look at least of the age 
of UKty^ though his antiquity is less than that by 
eight years. 

In person he is about the middle height, and of 
corresponding stoutness. His features are regular 
and pleasing. His faee is something betwean the 
round and oblong form. His complexion is dark, 
and the eolour oC his hair approaches to a jet 
black. In the gelneral expression of his coun- 
tenance there is nothing striking. It conveys 
the idea, perhaps, of serenity mingled with a 
dight absence (^ mind, more than c^ any other 
quality^ 

The Earl oi Haddinoton has always been a 
noblemttn of some importance in the House: since 
be fiUed the office c^ Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
that importance has considerably increased. He 
does not, however, speak often. When he does 
address the House, it is chiefly on Scottish or Irish 
topics. He has contributed, though nothing could 
have been farther from his intention, more than 
an^ oth^ man I know of, to advance the caase of 
Reform in Scotland ; rather, perhaps, I should 



EAKL OF HADDINGTON. 151 

Bay, he has been the chief instrumait in calling 
forth expresedoBs of pubUc opinion on that point, 
from that part of the country. 

He profited notby the lesson tau^t the Duke of 
Wellington in 1829, of the danger of making 
incautious declarations* When the first Rrform 
Bill was under discussion, the Earl of Haddington, 
in his place in the House of Peers, took upon 
himsdf to assure thdr Lordships that the people of 
Scotland were not in favour of Reform ; an as- 
sumption which he professedly grounded on the 
fact of their not having sent up petitions to Par- 
liament on the subject. His obsanration had the 
effect of throwing all Sccytland into an instantaneous 
flame on the subject. It aroused the Reformers 
in all parts of the country, from that philosophic 
coolness characteristic of the people on the other 
mde the Tweed, and caused them to come openly 
and boldly forward to demonstrate what thar views 
and feelings on the subject ware. It did more 
than this : it gave sudi an impetus to the Refcnrm 
cause, that myriads, who before would have con- 
adered themselves disgraced by the application 
of the term Reformers to them, now b^an to 
glory in it; and earnestly to contend with their 
oldest and most tried friends in the country, 
in their anxiety to give a practical refutation 
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of Lord Haddington'*s statement, by attends 
ing public meetingB, and affixing their signa- 
tures to petitions to the Legislature for Reform. 
Without, tberfefore, intending it, the noble Earl 
gave a new and unheard-of impetus to the cause, 
by the ili-^d vised declaration to which I have 
referred. He soon saw the error he had com- 
mitted, and he deeply regretted it ; but ther^ was 
no possibility of remedying the evil. He should 
have known his countrymen better. H^ should 
have known that the fact c^ their silence on any 
giv^ subject is by no means a proof that they 
are indifferent to that subject. 

The noble Earl is a man of respectable talents : 
higher praise he certainly does not on this account 
deserve. But even were his ideas better than they 
are, they would lose much of their effect from his 
cold and inanimate manner of delivery. There is 
no Ufe or vitality at all about him when addr^sing 
the House. His words fall {torn his lips as if 
coming from those of a piece of statuary. He is 
one of the prosiest speakers in the Hbuse. You 
never see, in anything he says or does, the slightest 
indication of feeling. His style is dtffuse: it is 
correct, without being pdUshed. It wants terse- 
ness : it has, however, the merit of always being 
clear. His voice is, if any thing, feeble. He does 
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Dot speak in a loud tone, but suffioiebtly ao to be 
heard in all parts of the House. His utterance 
is rather slow, but he speaks with seeming ease. 
He seldom stammers, or seems at a loss for his 
words. If he were as well circumstanced as to 
good ideas, he would be of more service to his 
party. As to his gesture, it will have been inferred, 
from what has be^i already said, that he has very 
little. You never see him make use of any other 
than a very slight movement of his right arm. He 
never speaks long at a time; and his speeches 
excite but little attention* His Toryism is suf- 
ficiently ultra, but his good sense, and especially his 
phlegmatic temperament, prevent his making those 
foolish exhibitions which so often characterise the 
oratorical efforts of Lords Winchilsea, Roden, 
Londonderry, &c. 

The noble Earl is, in his personal appearance, 
slightly above the middle size. He is thin and 
sparely made, with a sallow complexion, and hair 
of a dark grey colour. His features have nothing 
particularly expressive in them. Their general 
* expression is that of a somewhat thoughtful aus- 
terity of mind. He is not yet far advanced in life, 
being only in his forty- sixth year. 

The f^l of Harrowby, owing to his advanced 
age — he is in his seventy-fourth year — has not spoken 

H S 
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Yeiy frequently" of late^ in hia place in the House of 
Lords; but Whenever he does speak, he invaridUj 
com&iMidBthe dttentidn of all present* Indepen- 
dently of the resjseet which eotfld notfkil to be paid 
to his talents, tbe<eircumstance of his having for so 
iMtij yearsfilledavery knpoptont office— that of 
President of the* Co^tmcil in the -Ministry of Lord 
Liverpobl — would necessarily ensure, to a! consider- 
able extent, the att^ntMi of the House. There is 
something, too^* in hiis very appearance calculated to 
win the respectful opinion of all who see him. In 
hdght, he is slightly above the middle siee^ with an 
indltn^tion to Btoutnesa. His hair exhibits^ in a 
striking manner, the whitening effects of time ; and 
in the whole of his appearance you see something 
strongly indicative of advanced age, Ivhileat* the 
same time you miss most of the symptoms c^ physical 
infirmity' with which it is generally accompanied. 
For a man of his y^ars, he may be tonsidered 
sthmg and healthy. His appearance hac^tnttch of 
the gentleman in it: hi$ countenance has a^rave 
and dignified aspects without any thing of t^e 
haughtiness of the aYJstocrat His-complexibn is 
something between dark and' pale. - The form of his 
face is oblong : his- features are regukr, but are 
somewhat strongly nuurked, owing to his advanced 
years. His eye is quick, and has an intelligent 
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expressioD. As a speaker, he canaot be said to rank 
high ; but he always acquits himself, when he does 
address the House,, in a very respectable Adanner. 
When a member ol Lord Liverpocd's Adnuaistra- 
tioHs he i^ke often, andy aa might be expected, 
much nu^e (effectively than he does now^ Hift voice 
is stiU gpody and there is oonsidenable earnestness 
in bis manner ; always, indeed^ as much as must 
satisfy.every one that he speaks fiom conviction, and 
that his princiides are dear to him. His matter 
wants depth, but it always bears directly on the 
question before the House. He excels in giving in 
a short a>mpass the marrow of the arguments which 
may be urged in favour of the view of the question 
which is taken by noble Lords on his side ot the 
House. He reasons fairly, as well as closely : he 
never seeks to defeat an <^ponent by mered^iterity : 
his notion seems to be, that if the cause he espouses 
cannot be defended mi its real merits, it is not worth 
dele^dii^ at all* He never, however, for one mo- 
ment doubts that all the justice and truth are on the 
side of Tdryism. But it is right to add, that 
he is by no loeans one of the most ultra^ Tories : 
his judgment is too sound for that : he is a noble- 
man of mtieh shrewdness of mind, and never com- 
mits himself so &r as to make foolish exhibitions, 
like those so often made by two or three other noble 
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Lords. He speaks with ease ; he never seems at a 
loss either for ideas or words ; only that his ideas 
are not of a commanding order, nor is his <liction 
eloquent; it is not, however, on the other hand, 
feeble or incorrect: it has the merit of blenc&ig 
together, in a very respectable measure, the quali- 
ties of stroigth and clearness. He seldom attends 
the House when matters of only inferior importance 
are expected to come on : when, however, any great 
questk>n is to be brought before it, he is inva- 
riably to be found in his place, unless prevented 
by serious indisposition. 

Lord RossLYN^s advanced years have not abated 
his zeal in the cause of Toryism. It is true that, 
as might be expected in one who has attained the age 
of seventy-four, he is not physically so active in its 
favour, but he still feels as strong an interest in its 
fortunes as ever. He still continues, on all occasions, 
when party spirit runs high, or when any que^on 
of importance is before the House, to act as the 
wh^)per.in of the Tories. He was never, even in 
his best days, a man of much talent : it is hardly 
necessary to say, that his inteUectual powers have 
not grown more vigorous with his growth in years. 
He still speaks occasionally ; but his party would 
be as well pleased if he were to remain mute : their 
cause gains nothing by his advocacy. He is a very 
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incUffereiit speaks ; his voice is feeble : he wants 
mere physical strengdi to make himself audible : 
nor has his manner any thing to recommend it ; it 
is heavy and spiritless; while, as may be inferred 
from what I have stated already, his matter has 
nothing in it of a redeeming character* 

The noble Lord stoops, from the weight of his 
years. He is tall, but slenderly made. There is 
much of the appearance of physical feebleness about 
him. His face is thin, and his features are long 
and strongly marked. His hair is grey; his 
forehead is entirely bald. You can distinguish him 
from all the other Peers, by the singularity of his 
dress : no matter what be the season of the year,- you 
always see a white handkerchief around bis Lord- 
ship^s neck. Whether he ever wore a black, or 
green, or brown coat, is a question I am unable to 
answer ; but I have never seen him with any other 
than a blue one. His waistcoat and trousers are 
always lig^t, and you might as soon expect to see 
him without legs, as without top-boots. He is still, 
notwithstanding bis advanced age, and its aotom- 
panying infirmities, wonderfully regular in his 
attendance on his legislative duties. 

The Ead of Mansfield, though formerly in the 
habit of addressing the House with some frequency, 
has not spoken much of late .years. This is not 
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to be wondered at in one over whose head have 
passed sixty years. The lapse of this lengthened 
period has left visible traces on his person. His 
hair is quite grey, and his sallow countenance, 
which has a placid expression, exhibits a goodly 
number of wrinkles. He is rather above the 
ordinary height, and well-proportioned for a man 
of his advanced years. 

As a speaker he usually acquits himself in a 
highly creditable manner. His voice is good : H 
has great clearness, blended with much depth and 
fulness of tone. His diction is easy and flowing, 
and his matter is always considerably above medio- 
crity. Sometimes you would feel inclined to 
rank him among second-rate speakers. He always, 
however, makes set speeches : he knows he would 
make no figure at extemporaneous addresses, and 
has the good sense not to attempt it. Usually; 
both his matter and manner are temperate. Occa- 
sionally, however, he breaks out into what some 
persons call an oratorical fury, when there is always 
a manifest preponderance of sound over sense. In 
the debate on the Irish Tithes Bill, in August 
1834, he made an edifjring exhibition of this kind. 
In a " set " speech, which occupied nearly an hour 
in the delivery, he abused Ministers in most un- 
measured terms. Their acts were ^^ discreditable,'^ 
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and tlieHisel^es ^< degraded.*^ *^ Hie bestowal of a 
patent of precedencj on O^Connell was a premium 
on agitation ; it was a bribe to bim not to submit 
hiflMelf to tke law, which no one but himself could 
▼krfate with impunity." And then, after holding 
them up in this light, he lowered his tone, and 
widi the most parfect coolness and gravity ex- 
pressed a hope that he had not said anything in 
the heat of debate, or on the impulse <^ the 
moment, which could annoy hisMajesty^s Ministers. 
Lord Melbourne afterwards observed, in reference 
to this remark, with a bitterness of irony which those 
only who heard the observation could fully perceive, 
^ that he might make himsdf quite easy as to the 
annoyance he had given his Majesty^s Ministers. 
As to the heat of debate and the impulse of the 
moment, they were only rhetorical artifices, fen* it 
was clear that every sentence he uttered must have 
cost him a month^s labour/' Lord Brou^am 
reproved the noble Earl for his violent effusion in 
very severe terms. He said, ^^he had digressed 
into every topic a ransacked memory could supply, 
from mere personal hostility towards Ministers; 
and that his speech altogether exceeded any notion 
he had ever formed of the lengths to which party 
animosity could carry individuals." I allude more 
particularly to tbis speech of the noble Earl, 
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because it is the only one of importance he has 
made for some years, and because he has never, 
but once, opened his mouth in the House since. 
Indeed, he is now but seldom to be seen in his place 
in Parliament ; nothing but a question of great 
importance calls him forth from the retirement of 
private life. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
TORY PARTY.— BARONS. 

LORD WYNFORD — LORD LYNDHURST — LORD 
ELLENBOROUGH — - LORD FITZGERALD AND 
VBSSEY — LORD ASHBURTON — LORD ABINGER — 
LORD WHARNCLIFFE — LORD KEN YON. 

Lord Wynford, from his age, politics, and 
the judicial situations he has filled, naturally 
claims at our hands the first notice under this head. 
Like the Earl of Eldon, Lord Wynford earned 
for himself, before he had been long at the bar, a 
distinguished reputation as a lawyer ; but he is 
undoubtedly, in this respect, inferior to the other. 
He is a man of good talents, and is most decidedly 
attached to Toryism ; but he never has acquired 
the weight of character or influence with his party, 
of which Lord Eldon could always boast. There 
was a sturdiness in the Toryism of the latter, and 
a boldness and energy in his defence of it, which 
were pecuUar to himself. Lord Wynford's mind 
is remarkably clear in its conceptions, and he is 
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equally clear in the expression of his sentiments. 
There is no possibility of mistaking the point to 
which he is directing you ; and, so far as your 
judgment is concerned, he takes the best road in 
conducting you to it. Still you feel dispooed to 
linger on your journey, or return altogether, be- 
cause you do not like his company. His matter 
and manner are equally unattractive. He never 
strikes you by anything original or ingenious; 
nor does he enliven you with anything amusing. 
His speeches are as correctly argued as if he w^e 
giving judgment in a case in a court of law, on 
which the evidence was all on one side : they are also 
as dry and tedious. His mind is deficient in vigour. 
He never strikes out any new path lor himsdf ; 
but he will marshal with much tact, and place 
before your mind's eye, the best arguments which 
would suggest themselves to a man of sound judg- 
ment. On his side of the question, I know few 
men in either House who can communicate, with 
greater ease and precision to others, the arguments 
which have occurred to his own mind on any 
question before their Lordships. 

He possesses considerable moral courage. He 
often attacks the positions of Lord Brpugliam, 
when oth»*s on his side of the House would be 
deterred from the task by a fear of the furious 
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retaliation of that noble Lord. He does not, 
however, excel in reply: his forte consists in de- 
livering a ^^eech, embracing arguments and facts 
which would have occurred to him before he 
entered the House. 

His mind, as may be inferred from what has 
just been stated, is unfitted for griippling with 
great questions. I have often thought he appeared 
to greater advantage on subjects of minor import- 
ance, than on those of overwhelming magnitude. 
The best speech I ever heard him make — and it is 
probably the best he ever did make since he was 
raised to the Peerage in 18S9 — was in 1834, in 
opposition to Lord Brougham^s Local Courts 
Jurisdiction Bill. The fact was, that the question 
was one which was not only from his previous 
studies peculiarly familiar to his mind, but it was 
ome on which he felt very strongly. What, too, 
miist hstfe stimulated him to an unusual effort 
on that occasion, was the certain knowledge that 
the opposition to that measure, which was led by 
him. Would prove successful, and be permanently 
<lestructive of the Bill. 

Lord Wynford's manner is ever the same. He 
has no action, nor ever betrays the least warmth of 
feeling. A slight movement of the right arm is all 
the gesture he evet uses. His voice is always 
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{Htcfaed in the same key, be tbe subject what it may, 
or whatever be his facta or arguments. His voice 
is clear and pleasant, but wants power. His utters 
ance is rapid and fluent. He never hesitates a 
moment, nor has occasion to correct himself. He is 
quite a mechanical speaker ; if he gain your atten- 
tion in tbe outset, he is sure to lose it, from his 
inanimate manner, before he has proceeded far. 

He is a Nobleman of excellent private character, 
and has no personal enemies in public life. He 
never indulges in personalities, but speaks always 
in the most courteous language of those who difler 
from him. The only Peer who attacks him in any 
other than the most gentlemanly strain, is L<H*d 
Brougham. I have mentioned, in the sketch I 
have given of the latter Nobleman, a striking in- 
stance of the violence of his attacks on Lord Wyn- 
ford. Another was afforded in the same Session of 
1834s when Lord Wynford brought in a Bill for 
tbe better Observance of the Sabbath. 

Lord Wynford has a r^onarkable flow of animal 
spirits, considering his advanced age — sixty-nine — 
and the physical infirmity under which he has 
laboured for some years. He is always cheerful — 
almost always, indeed) smiling. 

He is a decided partisan. He hates the bare 
idea of Liberalism. His seal for his own views 
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and party formerly induced him to speak often. 
Until the last Session^ you hardly ever missed hira 
from his seat : during that Session he was hardly 
ever in the House. I am not sure that he made one 
speech worthy of the name from the beginning to 
the end of it. 

The bodily infirmity under which he labours, 
and to which I have just referred, is one of a very 
serious nature. It has had the effect of making 
him stoop to such a d^ree as to give his body quite 
a diagonal appearance. It is with great difficulty 
he can walk at all ; and then only as on one side, 
and by taking six or eight steps where one would 
suffice for another. Before he was visited with his 
bodily infirmity, he was about the usual height, 
and rather stoutly made. His features are well 
formed, and his face, which is oval, has all the ap 
pearance of good health. It has no wrinkles in it, 
nor has bis head any symptom of even incipient 
baldness. His hair, like Lord Eldon's, is white* 
His forehead is high and well formed, but the 
general expression of his countenance is that of 
good-nature and simplicity, rather than of intel- 
ligence. 

I now come to speak of by far the ablest man on 
the Tory side of the House — and the ablest man, 
unquestionably, with the single exception of Lord 
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Brougham, in it. It will be at once perceived that 
I poiDt to Lord Lyndhurst. As a judge, be is, 
perhaps, surpassed by no one who ever sat on the 
Bench; few, indeed, in this respect, have ever 
equalled him. At an early age he gave ample 
earnest of that distinction to which, in a country 
like this, his talents could not fail to raise him. 
That he was fitted, both by his natural ability 
and his varied attainments in politics and literature^ 
to shine in the senate as he was then shining at the 
Bar, and as he especially shone in private conver* 
sation, — was early discovered by the late Lord 
Liverpool, or by some of his friends. The result 
of the discovery was an offer, in 1821, on the part 
of the noble Hiord, to bring Lord Lyndhurst, then 
Mr* John Singleton Copley, into Parliament, for 
Ashburton, one of the nomination burghs. The 
offer, after some hesitation, was accepted, and the 
noble Lord became a Member of the Lower. 
House, where he soon acquitted himself in audi a 
way as fully to realise the expectations of those 
who sent him thither. A great deal of controversy 
has lately taken place as to the particular class of 
poUtical opinions which Lord Lyndhurst entertained 
immediately before his election as a Member of 
Parliament, tt is affirmed by his o[^nents, that 
he was a red-hot Republican. He himself denies, 
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in the most decided terms, that he ever was so. That 
he did in early life^ and up to that time, entertain 
liberal political principles, is a fact which admits of 
no dispute. But in the absence of positive proof, 
and in the face of his solemn unequivocal dis^ 
claimer of his ever having held Republican opi* 
nioBs, it is not fair to charge him with having been 
an enemy to monarchical government. Probably 
the suspidon of his having embraced RepuUican 
princifdes in early life, arose, in a great measure, 
from his having been bom under a Republican 
government. He is a native of America, whence 
he came over to this country, in early life, with his 
father, who was a portrait painter, and who settled 
in Great Britain, in the hope of bettering his cir- 
cumstances. His hopes were more than realised. 
He succeeded so well in his profession as to enable 
him to give to his son the best education England 
could afford. Mr. Copley was originally destined for 
the church, and, with the view of entering into Holy 
Orders, became a member of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge. As, however, he soon afterwards gave up 
all idea of applying himself to the discharge of 
clerical duties, he only retained his degree seven 
years. 

Perhaps few men have more suddenly raised 
themselves from the depths of obscurity to the 
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heights of distinction, than the noble Lord. In 
1813 he was made Serjeant-at-Law. In 1818 
he was raised to the office of Chief Justice of 
Chester. On the firfet day of Hilary Term in the 
fallowing year, he took his seat within the Bar as 
one of his Majesty's Counsel. His great talents 
and extensive legal knowledge wtsre perceived and 
duly appreciated by the Judges and the Bar in the 
Courts of Law in which he practised; but he was 
comparatively unknown to the public, until, in con- 
junction with Sir Charles, then Mr. Wetherell, he 
made his memorable and successful defence in the 
case of the elder Watson, arraigned for high treason. 
Hitherto bis practice had been but limited : aftet 
that time briefs poured in on him from every class 
of litigants, and from all parts of the country. ' The 
Radicals of that day contributed in no small de- 
gree to keep up the reputation which by that great 
effort he had acquired; for many weeks after, 
the walls of the Metropolis, and all large towns, 
were placarded with his name as the triumphant 
counsel of Watson; and his health was drunk 
with rapturous applause at every public dinner at 
which the Reformers of that period met to advance 
their principles. In the year last mentioned, 1819) 
Mr. Copley was appointed Solicitor-General, in 
which capacity he had a few months afterwards to 
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appear for the Government in the prosecution 
against Queen Caroline. He was created Attorney- 
General in 1824. In 1826 he succeeded Lord 
Gifibrd as Master of the Rolls ; and in 1827 he was 
raised to the highest elevation a subject can attain : 
he was appointed Lord Chancellor. 

I have thus referred to the rapidity of Lord 
Lyndhurst's rise from obscurity to the distinction he 
now enjoys, because it furnishes so striking a proof 
of the greatness of his talents. He is possessed of 
extensive information. Perhaps bis knowledge is 
more varied than profound. As a lawyer he is 
equally distinguished for the variety and depth of 
his attainments. 

The noble Lord is distinguished above all 
men I ever knew for his acuteness in detecting the 
weaknesses or absurdities of his opponents. If they 
do make a slip, no matter however imperceptible 
to others, his lynx-eye is sure to detect it at once. 
Nor is he less happy in exposing the fallacies or 
blunders he discovers. He makes them as obvious 
to the minds of others as they are to his own. In 
this respect he stands unrivalled. Lord Brougham 
is as far inferior to him here, as he is his superior in 
comprehensiveness of mind, amplitude of illustra- 
tion, and force of language. 

hord Lyndhurst is one of the most ingenious 

I 
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Bopbii^ that ever beboged to either House of 
Parltament. The yery quaHty 4>£ miodi whidi em- 
able» biiiiy as by a sort of intuitioB, io detect at the 
first glance the jK^phktries^ howetar gpeeiona, of 
others, makes him a perfect masteir of the plauBibil^ 
ties hhnself. I have knowa him» wber^ dpri0riy you 
would have thought it impossible for the utmost 
ingenuity of the human mind to .m^e out even a 
feasible case, weave together, with the gfentest 
manifest ease, as if the natural suggestions of his 
mind, a series of such ingenious sp^istries^ that 
you could not detect even the semblance of 9t fykfr 
in them.-^Your coovicti(»is are as strong as ever 
that your original view of the questiim is the right 
one» and yet you feel your utter iAcapadty to 9M«t 
the arguments— for such they appear to.your— by 
which the noble Lord supports the opposite side : 
you are not convinoed^ but you are effectually 
.silenced. The ingenuity and ability with which he 
vindicated the various alterations be caused t^ be 
made last Session in the Municipel CorppMoon 
Reform Bill, were the admiration of every 9pb}c 
Lord in the House. Those on the K^ppsiteoide of 
the House — and X believe I may adds m^ <^ those 
• on bis own side also — couM isc^eely credit the 
evidence of their ears when they heard him,. by a 
chain of the most specious so{)hi3ms, contj^iid that 
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thealtermuoiis which he bad made in the faiil were 
ID exact aoeordaooe with the avowed intentiona of 
the framers of the measure* They doubtless fek 
diat this was a falbdous assam|)tioii) and they must 
aho have felt that it was supported by faUacies, yet 
they did not — because they were convinced they 
could not, with equal ability — ^meet and expose 
those fallacies, one by one, in the order in which 
he had adduced them. 

It is only, however, when solid argument cannot 
be made available to his side of the question that 
he has recourse to sophistry. When fair argument 
can be urged, no man can press it into his service 
with better effect. In such cases he is clear, dose, 
and severely logical beyond any man I Icnow in 
either House. Every thing he says bears strictly 
on the question at issue, and in favour of his view 
of it, and he omits nothing that can be made to tell 
with effect on it. He exhausts the leading argu- 
ments that can be urged for his view of the 
matt^, without employing any that are feeble or 
unnecessary. 

Lord Lyndhurst^s manner is most insinuating. 

.There is usually something so seductive in it, that, 

if you are not specially on your guard, you are sure 

to be led astray. No one would ever infer, fi'oni 

any tiling he says or does, that he has in his com- 

I 2 
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position the srftallest pSLttiele of th^ pafrttsan; Yda 
would think on all occasions that the particular 
Siiew he takes of a question is Solely the result of 
disinterested, unbiassed cotiviction. Th allTie says, 
and in his manner of saying it, there is every ap- 
pearance of sincerity. You would at once set him 
drtwn as a lover of truth for its own sake. I am 
fer from nieaning to insinuate that he does not love 
truth for its own sake, or that he is not sincere in 
hi^ political opinions. It is but charitable to pre- 
sume he is so on all ppints of importance; but, like 
most other men on both sides of the House, he is 
often obRged to view questions with the eye of a 
partisan, and to have recourse to sophisms where 
legitimate arguments are not within his reach. In 
most other men, the partisan and the sopliist are 
too transparent to be mistaken ; in the cas^of Lord 
Lyndhurst they are scarcely ever so. You are satis- 
fled, as I have just said, that in him all is the result 
of honest conviction — that party consideratibns have 
never been allowed to weigh one atom in tnfe con- 
clusions to which he has come, nor have had any 
thing to do with the course of conduct he pursues* 
Lord Lyndhurst is a nobleman of the most per- 
fect coolness and self-possession. I never yet knew 
an instance in which an opponent disconcerted him, 
or elicited from him any ebullition of passion. He 
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is always as cool and collected as if he had not a 
particle of feelipgor passion in his nature. Even on 
those great and absorbing questions which agitate 
all other bosoms^ he invariably maintains the utmost 
calnxness and composure. His clear and musical voice 
is never raised » though it manifestly has ample com- 
pas9^ to anything like a loud or indignant or ener- 
getic tone, nor did any one ever yet witness in him 
anything approaching to vehement gesture. Seldom, 
indeed, does he use any gesture at all, farther than 
a very gentle movement of his right arm. He 
speaks in that calm and collected tone which you 
might expect in one who was addressing an audience 
of ladies, and who was afraid of giving utterance 
to any thing which might grate on their ears, or in 
the slightest degree agitate their gentle bosoms. 
Not even die most violent and furious attacks of 
his great enemy, Lord Brougham, can betray him 
into a loss of temper. I have seen him quite cool 
and seemingly indifferent while Itord Brougham 
has been pouring out on him his most virulent vitu- 
p^ation, sjnd I have also seen him rise up and ably 
repql those attacks without affording the slightest 
indication of an irritated temper. 

It is not to be inferred from this, that Lord 
Lyndhurst is either deficient in political feeling, or 
insensible ,to p^scmalities. No man is more de- 
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ckied in hit opinions^ or aoce attadied to tfaem 
aad bis party ; nedtiier is anj ate pore alrre (o 
personal attack* His appaitent cooIoms onr4^ od^ 
band^ and his lodiflEBrenoe on dteother, are-doobt* 
less, the result of a 8eTiereeau?se«f«t£.diKifriint^ to 
wbidi^he sidb^ted himself in early life* A man (tf 
lus grsat sbrewdnese most have po^vied, before 
his appearance on the theatre of puUioraffinrs, the 
immense advantages whicfa 8elf*>pDsae8sion, and ap- 
parent coolness and indifference under attack, 
give to one who has to take part in the conflict of 
politios,^ — over an c^iponent; and therefore the 
noble Lord determined to repress every synsptom 
of warmth of pcditical feeling or sensitiveness to 
personal attack. Last Sesdon he furnished some 
wonderful instances of this. The substitiftian of 
the Peel for the Melbourne Ministry, at the com- 
mencement of the Session, and the diseusabns on 
the MMieipal Corporation Reform Bill,, at a later 
pmiod, g^ve to the personal attacks of Lord 
Brooghftm, on the ndble Lord, an nmisttal degree 
of virulence and furaousness* Lord Lyndhurst, 
however, to the great annoyance of Lord Brougham, 
bore them all with the most imperturbable equaai* 
nvity. At the same time, lie took special care to 
return the blows of his deadly enemy with eepui 
eflfect, though with infinitely less apparent enei^y. 
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On die very fii^ii^btof the eonmraidcatkittamdex-* 
plaimtiMia i«ff>eelrog thcvcjtetfcm of tfaellett)ounie 
AdKnoiBlmtieBy he iiitf Ijoid* Brbughaftn aonie luird 
bbwt)> asd ydr.seeai&igfy in the coolest nmiuieri in : 
retimi fi»r a fierae*atteck which the kuter aobleipaa 
had that ev<eilitig' made on him. Hepnxiduiiofd' 
it to be the fltppait attack of a flippaat pecBoOi' 
and went on, without nineiiig Ins worda, but with: 
the most perGeet coolneaa, to give him blow alter 
blow; WDtilv alter writhing in hb seat till he could 
no longer endin'e it, he rose up and called^ out^ 
** Order, order ! ^' There was something amusing 
in tlus, as the onty person who had the right of 
ecarre<^g anj one who trespassed agiunat ibe rulea 
of the House was the noble Lord himself wbo> ai| 
Lord Brougluun conceived, was guilty of su^ vtfv 
kmon. This was like appealing from Lord LQrnfiU 
bursty as the person speaking at the timi^ to liord 
LyndluuBt^ aA the Lard CbaneeUon The iidblh 
Lord, howetoer, heeded not the appeal: regardless 
ef Lord Arougham's exclamations, he proceeded 
wkh tibe same ease and equanimity of nmnvber in 
the work of retaliation as when his opponent first 
intamupted him* 

Lords Lyndhurst and Brougham regard each 
0lher> with feelings of the most decided dislike. 
They regard tben»elves as rivals, not in repula^n 
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and Uimt jcmly, hut £»ff €ffiee« I^ffd Lyiidhiir»t*s 
great delight istto welabibeeT^ry movemcftt of 
my impeitaaMof bk opfioneiit, JMd ta^aoRDy.Um 
at eretjr abep, L<wd Brdughaiti is more afraid: of 
tke; attacks of Lord %Qdhtt»t; than «f tboie ot all 
the.tlire^ hondved and fifky Peers oat- the «fipoaUe 
side of the House. The latter bwdly ever attacks 
any one but Loid Broughaok 
' Lord LyndbursI excels^ irhen be dbooaes to in- 
dulge ia it, in quiet irc»y« Nothing can be xoare 
gaUing to- his c^[qfx>nent dian some of hiairemGal 
observations. In the course of one of the discus- 
sions on Ibe Municipal GOTporation Aelbnn fiill, 
last Session^ the noble Lord nade one of the hi^ 
juest hksixk this wa:y I have ever witnessed* Alter 
castigating his rival in terms of no ordinary severity > 
he all at onoe assumed an air of special friendliness 
t«r.himy and begged to introduce to bis notiee soaae 
pa?»uigfs from a pamphlet by a seemingly very 
respeelable sort of personi^, called Isaac Tomkias* 
As I quote from memory, I cannot give the par- 
tiralar jdiraseulogy trbiA die noble Lord erof^ogred 
on Jthe oooasitfmy biil:it was iromoallry felicilous in 
the highest degree, and elictted bunts of laughter 
from bid^ sides of the House. 

As A tactician^ Lord Lyndhurst has no rival in 
either House. In this respect he is a host in him- 
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8^. He ia wily and tricky ki the extreme* His 
pbmt me i^ways ingeaioiis, and, in «> £ur as 
d^)eiid»oa liinself^ iitsy' are eaeoiited widi oonre- 
BpoaiMng eldlli I» a fe«r ksiatices, faDwcrer, he 
hat «VH<reached himself, aad plunged his party 
deeper in the diffioukies from wbidi he intended 
to extrieale them^ The succesa of his motioDs in 
1832, for the transpesitioo of Schedules A. and C 
in the Reform Bill, is a ease in point. He thereby 
ejected the Ministry of Earl Grey, but he under- 
estiaMited the ardour and energy of Reform prin- 
ciples in the country at the time, which rendered 
it impossible to carry on a govemmeni for even one 
short week, on principles opposite to Uiose on which 
the Grey Administration had been conducted. The 
attempt, therdSu^, to form a Tory government at 
that particular dme was found to befiitile; and, as 
a necessary result, Earl Grey and his coUeagues 
were recalled to c^ce. Another instance of the 
same thing ocarmed last Session, in the cta&mi the 
Municipal Corporation Reform BilL He ithought 
thiit the clauses of that measure which he caused to 
be expun^, would insure the rejection of the Bill 
on the part of the Commons; whil^ by not throwing 
it out in the Lords, the o^um of its rejec^aon would 
attach entirely to the other House* The result, as 
is known to all, proved different from what he 

I 3 
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had anticipated : the Commons accepted the Bill 
ad ri<lumed to them by the Lords.- 

It Is a fa^t, wliidi w *wrorthy of being mentioned, 
that after Lord Lyndhurst^d miscalculation fn 18S2, 
as i6 tile ooMeqoenoes of deftotmg Ear) Grey on 
schfedul^ A; 4hfd C# Of the Bcferm Bffl, he was 
hai<dfy ever iseen in his place in the Hoose of Lords 
until the meeting of last SeS!^n, Nivhen hrs party 
wei^ In power. I do ttot reccitect seeing him once 
inttte Hon^in the Session of 1684, and not above 
tw^ or t^ee times in thai of 1888. What the 
cause df tbk singular and protracted absa»ce was, I 
^ noitknow. I have heard it "was some diffi^^nce 
^hkh oeoprr^ betw«^ hint a»d 06m^ oi the other 
leadkig m«nnb«r8 of his pioty aii the time-curing 
theXJvey interregnum — they were attempting to 
donstvoct a Tory Mlni^iy. Whether there l)e 
wjr^ truth in the statement, I hat« nfo m^ns of 
knowing;' • 

. Ijocd Ljodhunit cannot be sidd, In^tbe usual 
0ai«e offihe lerm^ to be an ebqueiit^pealMri His 
ManoeF is- ii^nitely too cold and Ibrmai to grve 
tiiateffeot lochia matter, which, when apokenf, -wediA 
doacrve tka name of a high order of eloqoenee. 
When his apeeeheS' are read, however, many pas- 
sages commend themselves to one's mind as insdnct 
with eloquence of a superior class* His style is 
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dear, penpicuouffy Md maple in no ojrdiMry d^ 
gree. It has a gopd dieal of ibe AddiBORian in it i 
it i^ alw^ar* Mcreot; Htia ptAUh^f without being 
eWborateJy $q, Uo qp«aks witb ntarveHouseaae: 
bi¥ «entonc«9 ioir Irom him copiously. aad naturaUy a 
he squrcelj eyer hmk to recal a word, nor oould the 
most fustidioua ear detect one out of piaoe^ in the 
cour«e of a long apeec^. Hia delivery is neither 
toQ $loi¥ «ior tqo rapid ; he never speaks long at a 
time* in oomparieon with the length at whieh some 
other nobk Lorda would addxess the House on the 
same suhjeot. He is always listoied to with the 
deepest attention by noble Lords of all shades of 
politics* The vaonent he rises, ail ia quiet; and 
not a bceath is to be beaid till be lias resumed hia 
seat* Independently of hia universally .aeknow* 
lodged talents as, a debater, there ia something jist> 
hia rery. appearaoee and manaer calculated to com'^ 
mand attention and respect. He has a fine manly 
%ure, add the moment be rises and oemmenoeahis 
sf3ieBch| there in, in addition to a very intel^gene 
eowtaaak)ee, a manifest eottseiousnesB of* his own 
tatelleQlual si}periDrity,«^witfaout any 
tbeaUfhtestieaesablance to ccvicaty^^wUch 
£sil.of ensuring altention and respect, from.iill 
preaent. 
In -heigbti he is rather above the usnal.siae, and 
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as j ust stated^ is of a baDdsome make. His coante-* 
nance,. like his manner of addresnng the Houstis, is 
open and winning : he always looks cheerful and 
good*natured. Those who did not know his cha- 
racta* would infer from the expression o£ his face, 
that he was soft and nxxlest to such aa extent as to 
trench on energy and decision of mind« His forehead 
is high, and well developed, and his mouth is full 
of character ; his eye is quick and piercing, and his 
Dose has a good deal of the aquiline eonferraadon* 
His complexion is dark, and his face inclines to the 
oval form« What the ccrfmir of his hair is, I do 
not know, as he wears a wig. He is apparently of 
a sound and heahhy constitution, and looks much 
younger than he is. No one, to see him in the 
House of Lords, would suppose him to be in hk 
sixty-fourth year. When he used to isit in a court 
of law, dotbed in the habiliments of a Judge, he 
looked perhaps as old as he i». 

Of late he has always occupied a part of the 
House remotest from the Woolsack and the Throne. 
He sits immedifltelv dose to the bar* Unlike most 
of the other Peers, he seldom oarri^ on private 
conversation with any one: he is most carefully 
attentive to every thing that passes around hkn, 
though often sitting in an easy, thoughtless sort of 
podticm, as if he were paying no attention to any 
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thing saying or doing in the House. Hift favounte 
podtioO) when Yistxmng to any thing to wfaid^ be 
means to reply ^ 13^ to stt with his left leg over tm 
rig^t, while the latter is gently patting the flodr. 
I baive also repeate^y seen him, in his most atten^ 
tive momentay amusing himself by striking his 
boot with bh cane. 

The first thing which attracts a strai^r^s atten^ 
tion when Lord Ellenborough rises to address 
the House^ is the quantity of hair on his head^ and 
the number of carefullyrcurled locks which be 
always sports. Sotne meu are proud of their wbis<» 
kers; others of their mustadiios — Colonel Sib^ 
thorpcyin the other House^ for example ;-^atof all 
the legidators in dther House, Lord EUenboniugh 
stands alone in the attention he pays to the haar d 
his head, imd in the extent to which be ^ories in it. 
He is inordinately proud of his dark brown locks ; 
he would not suffer them to be cropped &r twiee 
the amount of bis hereditary penaon of <810^0D0 
a yean No lady rejoices more in her vinglels^ 
nor is at more . pains in adjusting them. ^^He 
is a good*-loQking man, though his comfdexidd is 
rather too florid. .His couirtenanoe, whseb hus 
something of the Grecian form about it^ indicates 
great self-possession and coldness of manner, which 
are two of the leading attributes of his character. 
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He is tall, and well made: hia conedtution is evi- 
dently strong, and bis health excellent. He looks 
rather young for a man wlio has <eotered Us Ibrty* 
sixth year* 

As a speaker. Lord EUenborough iis one of the 
most oorreot in the House ; but» then^ it is that 
cold, inanimate correctness which never makes an 
impression* His enunciation is as perfect as can 
be conceived; it is timed with the greatest judg- 
ment to the emr. He stands nearly as motionless 
as a stattte when addressing the House* His voice 
is clear and strong, and his language is always 
correct* His ideas, such as they ^re, are always 
clothed in correct and degant diction; the only 
source of regret is, that be often decks out in the 
choicest af^arel, ideas which possess so l^le 
mginality or merit as to be hardly worthy a cover<» 
ing of rags. His mind is not mudi abov^e medi- 
ocrity. He never shows anything Hke ingenuity 
or vigour in discussing a subject. His mind is 
unfitted for grappling with great questions ; and 
he seems to have the good saose to be conscious, of 
this, for he comparatively seldom $^>eaks on sul>* 
jects of the first magnitude. He evinces great 
patience and industry in making bims^ master 
of the details of less important questions ; and on 
such questions^ f<nr this reason, he generally makes 
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a better speech than a man of greater talents 
would do. He has a singular taste for the driest 
and least interesting subjects imaginable. For 
years past he has, every Session, brought forward 
a motion for compensation to some Indian Prince^ 
in consequence of certain losses which the latter is 
alleged to have suflTered about twenty years ago, 
through the culpable negligence or positive mis- 
conduct of our government in the Bast. This 
motion is always prefaced by a long speech, 
occupying usually about two hours, which no 
one listens to except the unfortunate member of 
the Government whose ofBce dooms him to the 
task of reply. Mr Herries has also been in the 
habit, for some years past, of making a similar 
motion and speech in the other House. The 
motions- and speeches, however, end in nothing in 
both cases, as the noble Lord and the right 
honourable Gentleman severally withdraw their 
motions. 

Lord Ellenborough^s conceptions of a subject, if 
only commonplace, are always clear. You never 
see any confusion in his ideas or in his manner of 
expressing them. In giving a summary or re«> 
capitulation of the proceedings of the House on 
any particular subject, the noble Lord perhaps 
excels any other member of either branch of the 
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Legislature. His i*eriew, last Session^ wjien the 
Municipal Corporation Reform Bill was sent up a 
second time from the other House, of what their 
Lordships had done in reference to the measure^ 
was one of the clearest and most connect state- 
ments I erer heard made. On that occasion he 
also evinced very considerable talent in the defence 
he urged on behalf of the Lords in regard to the 
alterations they had made in the Bill. 

He is a decided Tory, but has shrewdness 
enough to perceive that " the better part of valour 
is discretion.*^ He is always for adopting the 
mildest and most conciliatory course, consistently 
with an adherence to his own and his party^s 
principles, in dealing with an opponents 

He is courteous lind gentlemanly in his language 
towards those from whom he differs. No one ever 
heard him give utterance to an unbecoming word. 
This conduct on his part always ensures respectful 
treatment from his opponents, when replying to 
him. 

No one on his side of the House evinced greater 
alarm lest the Commons should r^ect the Muni- 
cipal Corporation Reform Bill as altered by the 
Lords, last Session, than he did. He. oleariy foresaw 
the fearful consequences which such a contkigency 
would entail, both on the Legislature itself and on 
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the country. Hence he did every thing he could, 
in the House and private^, to prevent any ooUiaion 
I;>etweeQ the two H^useti by end^vouriog to pre- 
vaU on the Commons lo accept the Bill as altered 
by the Lords. He speaks pretty often, and is 
usually listened to with respectful attention. 

The ttoment Lord Fjtzgkhalp and Vessey 
rises to address, thei^ Lordships, all eyes are turned 
towards him. He has a remarkably fine voice, 
which he pitches, the moment he cpmmences, in a 
very hi;^ key. His voice has not oply great power, 
but much flexibility ; he does not, Iiowever, always 
manage its intonations with the best effect. He 
speaks with great fluency. His words flow from 
him like a copious stream* He never hesitates for 
% moment, and very rarely gives utterance to a 
word which he has occasion to recal. The most 
fastidious taste could not find fault with the con-^ 
struotioQ of his sentences* Of his ideas, I. cannot 
say as much« They are very commonplace, 
though, owing to his remarkably showy qualities 
HB a speaker, they appear tolerably good while 
listening to him. The best proof that there is 
littla in .his. speeches, is to be found in the fact 
th(st» though you cannot fail to admire his dexterity 
and tact in rounding his periods, you never feel 
that anything he has said has made the slightest 
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inifjreBsion o^ your mind. Often, indeed, does 
aent^sce after M&tence roU< on in stately maj^ty, 
without year being able td disoorrer an 'idea at all. 
If there be ideas in the instance!^ to wfaicb 1 re£er, 
diey ate<so concealed amidst a mass of verbiage, 
that yoa feel oertain, in your orwn mind, the dis- 
covery, when made^ would not at all reward the 
labour expended in the search. He is nearly ssi 
prodigal of bis gesture as of his words. There is 
hardly a speaker in the House more redundant inf 
bis gesdculation. One could excuse a litde occa* 
sional excess in this respect, when the subject is 
one of a nature calculated to excite wi^m^ of 
feeling; but tl^ noble Lord is always equally 
vehement in his action, be the question before the 
House what it may. He throws both hands up 
ioto the air, as high as they will go; and then 
thrusts them down with equal force, as if he were 
about to smash in pieces some resisting object. 
The movements of his body seem otherwise made 
to matdk with the loudness of his tohe^ the emphasis 
ot his delivery, and the vident motions 4)f his arms. 
He wheels about in every direction, and makes 
evolutions, and assumes positions peculiar to ham^ 
self. He speaks extempore, but the arrangement 
of his mattar is usually as good as if his speech 
were carefully prepared. He does not speak 
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often ; he hat too high an opinion of bin oratory 
for thaU He would deem it wasted altogether, 
if expended on topice of mioor importance* He 
reeenrei Umself for great ocoamons. Thi« Session, 
he hat not yet spoken at all; last Session, if 
I remember rightlyi he only spoke onoe, and 
that was on the Irish Church Appropriation ques- 
tion. 

He is. a good-looking man. He is about the ordi- 
nary height, and rather stoutly made : his appear- 
ance is gentlemanly, without having any thing of 
the superciliousness of the aristocrat: his face is 
full, and his complexion very fair. It is impossible 
to see him without admiring the regularity of his 
features: his forehead is ample, both in breadth 
and height, and his light-brown hair is usually so 
adjusted as to allow it to be seen to the best advan- 
tage. He is in the meridian of life, bewg only in 
his forty-fourth year. 

Lord Ashburton is as yet but imperfectly 
known by his title : it will be some time before the 
public eye and ear become so familiar with it a« 
they w&t with the name of Alexander Baring. 
He is a man of very considerable talent, and pos- 
sesses excellent business habits. These qualities, 
added to a heavy purse, made him a man of some 
importance in the House of Commons. In the 
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House of Lords he does not promise to acquire tlie 
some ftation. Had be been consistent as a public 
maDy bie influence in the Lower House would have 
been vastly greater than it ever was* But be was 
remarkable for his inoonnstency in more ways than 
one. The changes his opinions underwent on the 
questJoo of the Com Laws, and on topics more 
strictly political, are known to every body. Bui 
the most awkward part of the matter was, that his 
principles always changed at the same time, and in 
the same direction, as his interests. Hence The 
Times used always to distinguish him trom all the 
other members^ by the appellation of ^ the repre« 
sentative of his breeches^ pocket.^ In 1815 he was 
the idol of the populace of London, and of all large 
tpwns, because of his most strenuous and persevering 
opposition to the Com Laws* Shortly afterwards 
be became the proprietor of a lai^e landed estate, 
and from that moment to thishehasbeoi ooeof the 
most sealotts supporters of those laws, in either 
House of Parliament But the most singular qiecies 
q{ inoonaiBteDcy which has, on many occasions, 
characterised his conduct as a Member of Parlia- 
ment, has beea, that of speaking one way and voting 
in directly the opporite. He has acquired at sort of 
proverbial notoriety for this* 

H^ excels all men I ever knew, with the single 
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exception of the late Lord Castlereagb, in myvttfy- 
ing a 8ubjeet, whea it serves his purpose 1o do so. 
He has often been heard to kpeak for an hour at a 
tme when a member of the other House, and jnet, 
when he satdown^ leave the House as tmioh in 
the dark as to his real views on the subject on which 
he had been speaking, as when he b^^ his iKldreM. 
What, perhaps, was the most singular circumstance 
in his successful eff(H*ts at mystification, was, that 
you could never with truth diarge him with di- 
gressing from the subject. He appeared all the 
while to be speaking strictly to the question, though 
no one could understand a single word be said. He 
<^an, however, be clear enough when he chooses ; 
indeed, there are few who can be more so. I have 
often admired the lucidness of his arrangement, the 
appropriaitenest of his arguments, and the transpa- 
rency of his style. He is cogent in his reasonings, 
and yet singularly plain and simple in his language, 
whenever it pleases him. He is a man cf very 
considerable information : he is well teaA on most 
questions of legislation ; but is especially conrvarsant 
witb the Com Law and Currency questions. His 
mind is quick in its perceptions. He is acute in 
detecting the slips, or weak points, of an adversary : 
he is more ; he is dexterous in appearing to have 
detected errors where they do not exist. If an 
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opponent has committed no mistakes, he will, with 
infinite nonefudance^ ascribe some to him, and then 
proceed to grapple with and eotrect thera. He is 
an unfair debater, both as respects his own senti- 
ments, and as regards the arguments of his expo- 
nents. And yet while ottering or stringing together 
sentence after sentence, which mean nothing, and 
while oorrecting the blunders of an opponent which 
that opponent never committed, he has bo much 
apparent lancerity and good-nature about him, that 
it is impossible you can entertain towards him any 
unkindly feeling. 

He is not a fine speaker. His voiee is somewhat 
feeUe, but it is dear and pleasant. He is often 
incorrect in his language, and sometimes stammers 
while correcting himself. He is moderate in his 
4ise of gesture, which chiefly consists in tumiing 
his £ftce, at short intervals, from one part of the 
House to the other, with a slight occasional wavii^ 
of his right hand. When sitting, his head is erect 
enough, but When speaking you usually see it 
leaning a little to one side. He has only spoken two 
or three times in the House of Lords. 

He b of the ordinary height, rather stoutty, 
though not robustly, made. His face partakes of 
rotundity. His forehead has mare of breadth than 
height. His eyes are small, but quick and sparkUng. 
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His features otherwise <ure regular and pleaaiag. 
There is Dotbing particularly iudicative of tntelli*- 
geqcf in his oounteoaooe ; its chief ebaracteiiatic is 
that of being on good termA with hioiself ; and 
in this respect his physiognomy does not deceive 
the .observer* Other persons may think him as 
much wrong as they i^ease ; but I should like to see 
the man who will convince himself that he iain error. 
At any rate, he will never acknowledge it Yon 
may vanquish him as often and completely as yoa 
choose ; you will find him still maintaining that his 
positions are impregnable, and his consistency per*- 
fectly unimpeachable. He has considerably passed 
the meridian of life, being in his fifty-sixth year. 

The name of Loan Abinobb, like that of 
I^rd Ashburton, is one which has not yet made 
itself familiar to the public eye or ear-*-aDd, indeed, 
I qoestion if it ever will ; for active as was the 
part which his Xiordship took in public afimrs, until 
the last f^w years, when Sir James Scarlett and a 
member of the other Houses-he seems now resolved 
,to spend. tlie remainder of liis days in mlenoe and 
repose. My own impression as to the chief cause 
of his late inactivity and ulence is the same as that 
generally entertained by those who know him« He 
has never recov^ed from the severe stioke which hts 
repataXionrec^ved by his conduct asAttomey-Gene*- 
ral under the Duke of Wellington's government. 
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While filling that office he instituted more criminal 
prosecutions against the Press in the short space of 
three years, than had been instituted by all the pre- 
vious Attorney- Generals for the preceding thirty 
years ; and this, too, while he professed himself a 
Whig, and they were Tories. Out of office he was 
always the unqualified denouncer of State prose- 
cutions of the Press, and times without number did 
he toast " The Liberty of the Press,*" as being 
as necessary as the air we breathe ^ in power he did 
his best to destroy both it and his own reputation. 
In the former case, he succeeded to a certain extent, 
and for a time — as the late unfortunate Morning 
Journal could bear witness ; — in the latter, he has 
succeeded entirely. His worst enemies could not 
wish to see him with a more seriously-damaged repu- 
tation as a public man. Like all those who, under 
suspicious circumstances, change their principles — 
when they do so from conviction it is another and 
commendable matter — he forfeited the confidence of 
the party he had abandoned, while he never gained 
that of the party to whom he attached himself. 
During the few years he was in the House of Com- 
mons, after the breaking up of the Wellington 
Administration, he constituted a forcible illustration 
of the homely aphorism of falling between two 
chairs. He was equally disowned and suspected by 
both Whigs and Tories. Night after night did he 
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sit alone, having no other companionship than that of 
his own cogitations. In the midst of society he 
was in solitude. For a time he bore up with the 
best grace he could under the slights which were 
shown him. At length his stock of philoso- 
phy became exhausted, and he in a great measure 
absented himself from the House. Few and far 
between were the times in which he was found in his 
place. He is not in a much better predicament in 
the Upper House. Though to all intents and pur- 
poses a Tory in his conduct, whatever he may be 
in theory, he has not* yet succeeded in getting into 
the good graces of that party. I doubt if he ever 
will worm himself into their confidence: I am 
satisfied he himself is afr^ud he will not. He is very 
irregular in his attendance in the House, and has 
not uttered fifty sentences in it since his elevation. 
Lord Abinger is a man of very considerable 
talent, and for many years was looked on as a per- 
son of great importance in the ranks of the Whigs. 
He has not the remotest pretensions to genius, and 
never gave expression to a single profound or bril- 
liant thought ; but he always evinced much of that 
tdent in speaking which, where average powers of 
mind previously exist, may, by careful and indefa- 
tigable study, be acquired. His talents, in other 
words, are acquired rather than natural ; or, as Sir 
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Walter Scott once said, in a private letter to the 
author, in reference to another person,— -his wit is 
that of the schoolmaster rather than of his mother. 
Lord Abinger, when speaking in the House of 
Commons, was always above common place ; or, if 
his arguments were not in themselves deserving of 
a high character, he invariably put them in so clear 
a light, and used them with so much of the dexte- 
rity w^ich he had acquired in the practice of his 
profession, that they bad the appearance of some- 
thing more than the average merit. His speeches 
frequently partook of the quality called special 
pleading. When it suited his purpose, no one 
could be more clear: when it served his object 
to mystify, there were few in the House who 
could do so with better effect In both cases he 
appeared equally sincere. His manner was highly 
seductive : he always spoke in a fascinating tone, 
aiid looked you so smilingly and alluringly in the 
face, that, unless you were particularly on your 
guard £^ainst his blandishments, you ran a great 
risk of being insensibly taken captive by him. 
He was always cool and collected, and never lost 
sight for a moment of the main point he had to 
establish, or the object he had to gain. It was 
tbese qualities, conjoined with sound and varied 
legal knowledge, that gained him so high a reputa- 
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lion at the bar. He evinced consummate tact in 
addressing a jury. The moment be entered the 
coiirt^ he made it bis business to single out in his 
own mind three or four of the most intelligent of 
the jury 9 in addition to the foreman. He knew that 
if be could only, by any means, gain these over to 
the side at his client, the victory was to a certainty 
won, as the others would be sure, if they did not 
originally entertain the same views, to be brought 
over to them when they all retired for consultation. 
He then, when he rose to address the ** gentlemen of 
the jury,'' — on whom he always lavished a world 
of encomiums for respectability, intelligence, a 
desire to discharge their duty conscientiously, and 
so forth, — fixed his eye on one of those he had 
singled out in his own nrind, on whom he kept it 
intently fixed with a most captivating gaze until 
he saw, from the assenting nod, or the concurring 
expression of the countenance, that all was safe 
in so far as that juror was concerned. Withdrawing 
his seductive and penetrating eye from him, ht 
fixed it on the others in succession, until he either 
saw he had achieved a similar triumph with them, or 
that his sojAistry had been detected. Each thought 
bims^ peculiarly honoured by the attention which 
the learned counsel thus paid to him. By these 
means he ginned, perhaps, a greater number of 
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cases, in proportion to the number in which be 
was retained, than any other member of the bar 
during the present century. Mr. Brougham's im- 
measurably greater talents did not OHnmand nearly 
so many triumphs as Sir James Scarletf s consum- 
mate tact. 

Lord Abinger has no pretensions to the charac- 
ter of an orator, for which his manner is much too 
cold and quiet. His voice is clear and penetrating, 
but it wants flexibility and depth of tone. It hag 
no variety. It is monotonous throughout. He deals 
little in gesticulation. His arms generally hang 
down by his sides, or are placed in some other 
attitude of repose. Sometimes, but seldom, I have 
seen him stretch out his right hand, and make a few 
slow gentle movements with it. His body, other- 
wise, is as motionless as if it were transfixed to the 
spot, except when moving his face at certain inter- 
vals from one part of the House to the other. 

In his personal appearance be realizes, in some 
itfeasure, our ideas of Falstaff. If anything, he is 
above the general height. In circumference there 
are not many men in proportion to his size other- 
wise, who surpass him. His belly projects to an 
unusual extent, even for a corpulent man. His face 
is large and full. He is double-chinned. His 
eyes are small, but quick and piercing. His com- 
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plexion is fair, mingled with a good deal of ruddi- 
ness, while his hair is of a white colour. His eyes 
and mouth are full of character. The expression 
of his countenance is pleasant in no ordinary degree : 
a perpetual smile, blended with an air of joviality, 
plays upon it. You would fancy him, judging 
'merely by his looks, to be one of the happiest men 
alive ; and he may be so, in point of fact, for any- 
thing I know to the contrary. He is now far ad- 
vanced in life, being in his fifty-eighth year. 

Lord Wharkcliffe is a nobleman who is 
regarded with much respect by both sides of the 
House. There are but few more intelligent 
Members 4n it. He is more or less acquainted 
with every subject that comes under the considera- 
tion of the Legislature ; with some subjects he is, 
perhaps, more conversant than any Peer of the 
realm. One topic, which has occupied much of 
his thoughts, is that of our criminal jurisprudence. 
Those who differ from his theories on this topic, 
must do justice to the extent of his information on 
it. He possesses considerable talents. He is not 
only quick in detecting the weak points of an oppo- 
nent, but skilful, in no ordinary degree, in throwing 
a veil of speciousness over his own views when 
submitting them to the House. Right or wrong, 
he hardly ever fails to make out a plausible case. 



198 LORD WHARNCLIFF£. 

His speech, in the third week of the present Ses*- 

rion, on the appointment of Lord Lieutenants of 

counties by the present Ministry, was admitted on 

all hands to be able and ingenious. It occupied 

nearly two hours in the delirery. He is not a 

showy speaker. His voice, though clear, is not 

strong. Somedmes he is inaudible, owing to a 

habit he has got of lowering his vcnce, not only at 

the conclusioti of long sentences, but sometimes 

during the delivery of sefvefal entire consecutive 

sentences together. His language is not fine ; it is, 

however, usually correct. There is no appearance 

of labour about it. He evidently adopts the si^ 

gestion of Sir Egerton Brydges, and employs tl^ 

. phraseology which first occurs to his mind. He 

never attempts the higher strains of oratory. He 

indulges in no tropes or figures, nor does he ever 

resort to declamation. Indeed, he seems to rely 

.exclusively, either on the intrinsic excelleice of hiK 

cause, or on his own powers of putting it plau»tdy, 

or on both. I do not suppose he has any wish to 

shine as an orator. It is certain, though he were 

to live for centuries to come, he never would attain 

distinction as a mere speaker. To the comparative 

feebleness of his voice, he superadds the want of 

the power of modulating it to any extent. And, 

last of all, he wants fluency. He often stammers. 
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and corrects and re-corrects inaccurate expressions. 
His speeches may, and generally do» enlighten the 
minds of his andienc^ but they never produce any 
effect, or leave any impression. He is by no means 
a pheasant speaker, and nothing but the respect 
entertained for his private character and talents 
ensures the attention of the House. His manner 
is awkward. He makes a liberal use of his right 
arm at occasional intervals, and he has of late 
acquired a singular habit of turning his whole body 
from one part of the House to another. If his 
face be this moment towards the Woolsack, you see 
it the next towards the Bar. If he looks one time 
at Ministers— who are always opposite the place 
from which he addresses their Lordships — you see 
him, in an instant afterwards, with his back to 
them, and looking as earnestly in the faces of some 
of his own friends, as. if he were inquiring of 
them, with the greatest solicitude, the state of 
their health. At one moment you see him standing 
quite erect, and holding up his head as if in the 
conscious justice of his cause; the next, his head 
is drooping on his breast, and his eyes are fixed on 
the floor of the House, if not on bis own feet. By 
removing one of the benches, a considerable addi- 
tion has been lately made to the space between the 
Opposition benches and the table. I know of no 
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Peer to whom this has proved so great sm improve- 
mait as to Lord Whamcliffe. He duly avails 
himself of the extended room, by always moving 
backwards and forwards when addressing their 
Lordships* Sometimes, indeed, he makes such 
use of it as actually to describe a circle of two or 
three yards in circumference. 

The noble Lord has a wonderful command ot 
his temper* Not only is there nothing impassimied 
in his usual manner of addressing the House, but 
even when he chances to become involved in a per- 
sonal altercation, he evinces the greatest coolness 
and self-composure, — however excited hi» opponent 
may be. His opinions are not of the extreme Tory 
class, but they are certainly becoming gradually 
more so. 

Lord WhamcliiTe has passed the meridian of 
life, being in his sixtieth year. He has all the ap- 
pearance of possessing a healthy constitution. He 
is slightly above the average height, and well pro- 
portioned. He is somewhat negligent in his dress. 
He has an open, pleasing countenance, highly indi- 
cative of intelligence and of moral energy blended 
with urbanity. His face is angular, and his features 
are regular. His complexion is fair, and his hair of 
a sandy colour. He has an eagle eye, and a finely 
developed forehead. 
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tiord Kenyon is not a man of vigorous or com- 
prehensive mind. His intellectual acquirements 
are below mediocrity. He has never done anything 
in the House which would have brought his name 
with any prominence before the public; but his 
connection with Orange Societies has done that 
for him in a more effectual manner than can be 
altogether agreeable to himself. For many years 
past he was known to be one of the most zealous 
supporters of Orangism, but the late proceedings in 
the House of Commons have unfolded tales on that 
subject for which the community were not prepared. 
No man, I believe, with the exception of the very 
few persons equally imbued with Orangism as 
himself, can justify the part he has lately acted 
as Deputy Grand Master of Orange Societies ; but 
neither can any candid person deny him the merit — 
which is more than can be conceded to all the other 
" Brethren" — of being perfectly sincere in his 
opinions and honest in his conduct. His errors are 
clearly the errors which result from ignorance. His 
faith in the happy tendency of his principles is so 
great, and his attachment to them is so decided, that 
he would not hesitate a moment, should the neces- 
sity arise, in submitting to martyrdom for them. I 
recollect being near him when he presided last year, 
in Exeter Hall^ at the great Protestant Meeting, to 
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difcuss the tenets of the Boaum CadiQlics as caibo- 
diedin the polemical wcvks of tbeeelebnted Peter 
Dens. OnthatoocauioosoiiieiDdescribdUenenesof 
uproar oocorred in ooosequenoe of Lard Kenjoo, 
who acted as diairmsn, luiTiiig refused to hear an J of 
the Roman Cadiolics. Some of the latter eventu- 
ally became so indignant, that they thieatened ven- 
geance on his Lordship. A gentleman, who had 
overheard two of them saying Lord Kenyvm should 
be a ^^ marked man," whiqiefcd to his Lorddi^i the 
drcumstanee, expressing with a very serious coun- 
tenance a hope that he would take ctfeof himsdf ; 
^ Pooh ! Pooh! ** exclaimed his Lordship, and then 
turned about his face to the person addresfling the 
meeting, with as much coolness as if no sudi menace 
bad been uttered. 

His Lordship speaks but sddom in the House, 
and never at any great length ; but he takes part 
with some frequency in the altercations whidi occa- 
sionally occur between oth^ Peers. He is an 
iudifierent speaker : his voice is clear enough, and 
be is sufficiently audible, but he wants energy and 
animation in his manner. His matter never rises 
above common place; it is often below it His 
style is generally bad ; it is often at variance with 
the most ordinary rules of composition : it is never 
chaste or eloquent. 
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His Lordship is considerably advanced in life, 
being in his fifty-seventh year. He does not look 
quite so old. His complexion is florid, and his 
countenance has the impress of health on it. His 
nose is large, and of an aquiline form. His features 
are regular, and their general expresrion is pleasing, 
but by no means intellectual. His face is of the 
angular form. His hair is of a greyish colour, and 
is always remarkable for its shortness. He is about 
the middle size, and well proportioned. He is not 
particular about his toilet ; but has a great par- 
tiality to a blue coat and light-coloured trousers. 
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CHAPTER X. 

PEERS WHO HAVE SEATS IN THE CABINET. 

LORD MELBOURNE ^ THE MARaUIS OF LANS- 
DOWNE — LORD HOLLAND— LORD DUNCANNON. 

The oflBce of Prime Minister, which Lord Mel- 
bourne has, with a short interval, filled since Earl 
Grey^s retirement from it, has, as a matter of course, 
attracted all eyes towards him, and made him the 
subject of the deepest interest I question if any 
man has attained to the same elevation, in the course 
of the last century and a half, of whom so little 
was previously heard. As Lord Melbourne, he was 
not extensively known before his accession to his 
present office : as the Hon. William Lamb, he was 
still less so. Under the latter name he was known 
only as a Tory, or, at best, but as a moderate 
Reformer. His answer to those who contrast his 
present liberal sentiments with the moderate prin- 
ciples he professed some years back, is, that he 
has gained wisdom by experience, and that not he 
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only, but the nation, have made rapid progress, 
during the last eight or ten years, towards a more 
liberal order of things. He says, -in short, in 
answer to those who reproach him with a derelio- 
tion of his early principles, that he is marching 
with the spirit of the age, and that he is acting up to 
the exigencies of the times. He is known to be one 
of the most liberal members of the Administration 
of which he is the head. It is well known how 
strenuously he stood up in his place in the House 
of Lords, for those clauses of the Municipal Cor- 
poraUon Bill which were eventually rejected by 
that body. It is an equally established fact, if I 
am not misinformed, though the public are not 
aware of it, that he strenuously contended, in the 
Cabinet Meetings held on the subject, that no 
concession, however trifling, ought to be made on 
that question to the Opposition Peers. His view 
of the matter was, that it would be vain to hope 
for conciliation on their part, however great the 
amount of concession made to them ; that, in fact, 
the greater the concessions made, the more strenuous 
and determined in their opposition to the measure 
would they become. A majority of his colleagues, 
however, pointed out to him the frightful conse^ 
quences which would, in all human probability, 
flow from a collision between the two Houses ; and 
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pressed on him the wisdom of meeting the wishes 
of the Lords, as far as it could be done without 
compromising their own characters for consistency, 
or impairing, to any great extent, the efficiency of 
the measure. He sacrificed bis own individual 
opinions to the views entertained by a majority of 
his colleagues, and acquiesced in those modifica- 
tions of the measure which secured to it the passive 
concurrence of the Tory Peers. 

Lord Mdboume cannot be said to be a man of 
superior talents. He does not take comprehensive 
views of a great question, nor does he evince any 
thing like vigour or acuteness in attempting to 
grapple with it. The predominant quality of his 
mind is the common-sense view which he takes of 
a subject, and the clearness with which he com- 
municates his ideas to others. If you look in vain 
for any original or striking arguments in his 
speeches, you cannot fail to observe that he has 
looked at the subject with the eye of a person of 
strong good sense; nor can you see him resume 
his seat, at the conclusion of his speech, without 
saying to yourself, that he has been remarkably 
clear and happy in the expression of his sentiments. 
His forte manifestly consists in singling out the 
strongest and most obvious arguments which can 
be advanced in favour of the view which he takes 
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ci the qaestion, and bringing them before your 
mind with all the viyidnets of perception with which 
they appear to his own* Like Earl Grey, he trusts 
much to what he conceives the justice and ex- 
pediency of his measures ; and he is so convinced 
that they are both just and expedient, that he 
would not, if he could, make any ingenious or 
sophbtical speech in their support. He states to 
you the leading grounds on which he brings his 
measures forward; he endeavours to force the 
eonviction home on your minds, which presses with 
an immovaUe weight on his own, that they are 
imperiously demanded by the exigoicies of the 
case ; and he also admonishes you, in the plainest 
terms the English lai^age can supply, of what he 
fully believes will be the consequences of ihm 
rgection ; and then leaves you to act as you think 
proper* 

I never heard him attempt anything which could 
be called refined or ingenious argument* His 
speeches are so plain in their general tenour, that 
the dullest of comprehension may follow him with 
the greatest ease in every thing he says. Whatever 
he may be in his study, he is no philosopher in 
the House of Lords. He deals not in general 
principles : what he says in a given speedi, is so 
strictly applicable to the point immediately before 
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the House, as if there were no other principle or 
topic in the universe, or he had never bestowed a 
thought on any other question. By hearing him 
speak, however, on different subjects, and at dif- 
ferent times, you see clearly that he is a man of 
considerable reading, and that what he has read he 
has fully understood. I have, on several occasions, 
heard him quote, with singular felicity, short 
passages, both from the ancients, and from modern 
writers, in the various departments of literature, 
science, and philosophy. When he does so, he 
makes no parade of scholarship ; you see at once it 
is not for the purpose of getting credit for learning, 
or for the purpose of effect, as the word is usually 
understood, that he quotes the sayings or argu- 
ments of others: it is obviously because those 
sayings or arguments bear directly on the question 
at issue. He quotes a passage from the Greeks 
or Romans, or from a modem author of celebrity, 
in the same way as common proverbs are made 
use of in conversation by the humbler classes of 
society. 

His manner of speaking is so plain, that I never 
heard any one complain of misunderstanding what 
he said; and he is so ingenuous and straight- 
forward in dealing with an opponent, that I never, 
so far as I can remember, heard any one charge 
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him with misrepresentation. To his integrity of 
purpose all bis opponents are forward to bear 
their testimony. They think him misguided; 
they look on him as acting a most dangerous as 
well as foolish part ; but they never even hint a 
(suspicion that he has any sinister purposes in 
view. They, hesitate not to admit that he himself 
conceives he is pursuing that line of policy which 
will at once be most conducive to the stability 
of the Crown and the welfare of the people, 
though he is pursuing a course which, in their 
judgment, cannot fail to be productive of directly 
opposite results. 

Lord Melbourne speaks but seldom ; he never 
volunteers a speech. It is plmn he does not fancy 
himself an orator, though many others do who 
cannot acquit themselves so creditably. He has 
obviously no pleasure in hearing himself speak. 
His voice is not very pleasant to the ears of others, 
neither is it to his own. It is only when the nature 
of the question before the House, and the duties of 
the distinguished office he fills, impose on him the 
necessity of speaking, that he rises to express his 
sentiments ; and even then he is always as brief as 
possible : you see a visible endeavour to give the 
greatest amount of matter in the smallest space of 
time. There is no effort to express himself in 
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rounded periods, no attempt at fine speaking: be 
aim6 at notliing more tlian to malce you understand 
what he tiimself tiiinks or feels on the subject. In 
this be is, as has been already mentioned, remark^- 
ably successful. Nothing can be more obvious 
than the view he entertains of the subject. He is 
prc^use of thoughts, sparing of wcnrds. He scatters 
abroad his opinions and arguments with a prodigid 
hand ; sometimes, as Mr. Sheil once observed of 
Mr. O'ConnelPs ideas, with scarcely a ri^ to covet 
them. He leaps to the great point at issue the 
moment he rises, and he does not quit it until he 
resumes his seat. You see his mind fixed on the 
real tnerits of the question to the exclusion of every 
thing else : the collateral parts of a subject hardly 
ever engage his attention. It is with the marrow 
of the matter that his own mind has been oc- 
cupied, and to that he directs the attention of 
the minds of their Lordships. His speeches are 
consequently remarkable for their brevity. I 
know of no noble Lord in the habit of speaking 
in the House, who, in general, speaks for so short 
a time. 

One of the most striking qualities in Lord Mel- 
bourne's mind is its great moral courage. He 
knows that the Opposition Peers feel towards his 
government and measures the most decided hos- 
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tility; be knows that, when addressing them in 
support of any particular course of policy he is 
pursuing, or intends to pursue^ he is addresnng a 
most unwilling audience ; yet he sets courageously 
to work, and proclaims in their hearing his un^ 
palatable views and intentions. The odds against 
ban do not dishearten bios ; they inspire him with 
renewed courage. Stirong in what he conceives 
the propriety and justice of his cause, be rushes 
boldly into the heart of the conflict, not doubting 
for a moment that^ though the struggle may be 
severe, he and his government will eventually 
triumph. He is one of the few men who rise with 
the occasion. The greater the opposition be has 
to encounter, the more resolute and determined 
does he bec(»ne. When in the midst of the battle, 
he usually grows warm ; you see his feelings are at 
work ; you see his bosom heaving with emotion. 
The excess of his feelings on such occasions usually 
impedes his utterance. He stutters a good deal; 
sometimes so much that you would almost think he 
would choke. In his more energetic moments he 
adopts the advice of Hamlet to the players, and 
suits the action to the word. Fixing his piercing, 
fiery eye on the Opposition, he often, in such cases, 
gives such a tremendous blow with his clenched 
fist on thederk^s table, as causes the House to ring 
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again, while one can fancy he hears each of the 
Peers on the oppomte side saying to himself, <^ It is 
fortunate that was not my head.^ 

Lord Melbourne, in dealing with an opponent, 
invariably avoids personalities. Sarcasm, in the 
usual acceptation of the term, is a weapon he never 
wields. His language is always courteous and in- 
offensive to noble Lords individually; it is not 
always equally guarded and moderate in speaking 
of them as a body. On several occasions, during 
his short career as first Minister of the Crown, 
he appealed to their fears, and endeavoured to 
maaace them into an assent to his measures. At 
two distinct stages of the Municipal Reform Bill 
of last year did he have recourse to the expedient 
of a threat. This, however, was only in the 
warmth of the moment. It is also right to add, 
that he himself seemed fully convinced that those 
consequences of which he forewarned their Lord* 
ships would inevitaUy ensue from the mutilation, 
to the extait the Tory Peers contemplated, of that 
measure. 

His action generally is plain and unpretending ; 
in that, any more than in his language or delivery, 
he does not aim at oratorical effect. On ordinary 
occasions he uses his right arm moderately, while 
be holds his hat and waikiog-stick — ^the latter he 



LORB MELBOURNE. SiS 

always takes with him to the House — in his left 
hand. When the question is one of importance, 
or he expects to address their Lordships at some 
length, he lays his hat and walking-stick on the 
bench on which he was sitting, as soon as he rises. 
If he rise with his hat asd cane in his left hand, 
as just stated, under the impression he will be brief 
and cool in the observations he is about to make, 
but finds himself wax warm, and get more length- 
ened in his remarks as he proceeds, he pauses for a 
moment till he has disburthened his left hand of the 
cane and hat, and then becomes violent in his 
gesture. You then see his face colour ; you hear 
him, as before observed, repeatedly, and to an 
extent sometimes painful to all present, stutter; 
you hear at intervals his lusty knocks on the table ; 
and you observe an excitement in his whole ap- 
pearance which often causes him to draw hastily 
backward as far as the bench from which he has 
arisen will allow, and then rush forward again 
with equal precipitation, till prevented from ad- 
vancing further by the table of the House. 

Lord Melbourne's voice is not good ; it wants 
flexibility; he has little or no controul over it, 
neither is it pleasant ; it has something hard and 
husky about it He speaks with some rapidity, 
always the more rapidly as he becomes excited. 
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He usually speaks in a sufficiently audible, though 
not in a loud tone. 

Lord Melbcnirne, though not old, has passed the 
]^inie of life. He is in his fifty-seventh year. He 
is apparently in excellent health and full of spirits. 
The anxieties and responsibilities c^ office have not, 
as yet, made any visible impression on his counte- 
nance, which is much more open and cheerful than 
the countenances ofstatesmen usually are. His hair is 
of a dark brown colour, and his complexion is ruddy. 
His face is round, and his features are rather large 
and marked. His general appearance inclines to 
plainness, and in his manners there is a simplicity 
approaching to bluntness. No one who sees him 
would think that he had ever breathed the atmos- 
phere of a Court. He has the aspect of a man of 
decision and firmness, which his conduct proves 
him to be. In height, he is about the usual ^ze, 
' with a strong compact frame inclining to stoutness, 
which is evidently capable of enduring great fatigue. 
He usually sits in an easy, careless posture, with one 
leg thrown over the other, and with his hat, which 
in the summer season is always a white one, sitting so 
loosely on the back of his head, that you think 
every moment it will fall ofi^ 
. Lord Holland is a name which used very fre- 
quently to meet the public eye: it now does so 
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comparatively seldom. From the commencement 
of the French Revolution, until ten or twdve years 
ago. Lord Holland was always found fighting in 
the first ranks of Lib^^sm. In the House of 
I^i<Nrds he often stood almost alone. With the single 
exception of Earl Radnor, he was perhaps the 
moat extensive refcHrmer belcniging to that branch 
of the Legislature. The nephew of Charles James 
Fox, and tutored by that distinguished man in the 
formation of his political opinions. Lord Holland, 
while possessing a pcnrtion of Fox's talents^ adopted 
all his leading principles, and fully shared in his zeal 
for the promotion of the LiJDeral cause. Those who 
attentively observed his career must have been 
struck with his amazing devotion to his principles. 
He was ready to make any sacrifices for them ; and, 
considering the direction in which popular o^nnion 
ran, from the time his Lordship entered public life, 
till a few years after the peace of 1815, he may be 
said, by the bold and intrepid course he pursued, 
to have been a living martyr to his principles. 
His name, since the retirement of Fox from public 
life, was a sort of watchword among Reformers, 
and his house was a kind of rendezvous to the 
Refcwrm Members of both Houses of Parliament. 
There were all the arrangements made, and the 
plans laid, for carrying on with effect the war with 
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the Tories. Nor is Lord HoUaiid*s zeal in Ae 
Liberal cause even now abated one iota more Aan 
is the inevitable eSeci of advancing years and 
great bodily infirmity. It often, in^bed, breaks 
through all physical and accidental obstructions, 
and manifests itself in a most striking manner. He 
regards Lord Melbourne as a Befi»rmer of the 
right stamp, and has evinced an intensity of interest 
in the stability of his Administration, which he did 
not latterly in that of Earl Grey. After the 
passing of the Reform BiU, the two great measures 
in which he has manifested the most lively interest, 
are, a Reform in the Municipal Corporations, and a 
Reform in the Church. The first he has lived to 
see carried into effect to a very great extent ; the 
second, he expresses an ardent hope he will witness 
before he dies. His zeal for the success of the 
Municipal Reform Bill of last Session was so 
ardent, that he not only cheered Lord Melbourne 
and some of the other speakers in fiivour of the 
measure, until one would have thought his lungs 
would have served him no longer; but, thou^ 
obliged from bodily weakness to be wheeled into 
the House and out of it, and thou^ unable to 
stand without the assistance of a crutch made 
for the purpose, he actually rose and spoke with 
great energy and tal^it, for nearly half an hour, in . 
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favour of the measure. Some time before the Muni- 
cipal Corporation Reform Bill was brought into 
the Upper House, Lord Melbourne, on a motion, 
if I remember rightly, of Earl Radnor, made a 
most liberal speech in favour of admitting Dis- 
senters into the Universities. Lord HoUand, as if 
anticipating what he was about to say, seated him- 
self, immediately on his rising, on one of the wool- 
sacks, so as to command a full view of the Prime 
Minister'^s face. The latter had hardly got to the 
fourth or fifth sentence when Lord Holland, de- 
lighted with the decidedly liberal tone in which he 
began his speech^ expressed that delight by a most 
lusty and hearty cheer. Lord Melbourne grew 
more warm, and, if possible, more liberal as he 
proceeded, and Lord Holland's admiration and 
delight increasing proportionately, the latter noble« 
man may be said to have literally cheered Lord 
Melbourne, at the full stretch of his voice, during 
the delivery of a speech which lasted about twenty 
minutes, and without any other intermission than 
that requisite to draw his breath ; in other words, 
the sound of one cheer had scarcely died away, 
when it was followed by another still more hearty, 
if possible, than its predecessor. Lord Melbourne 
must have felt that there was a great deal too much 
of a good thing, for his voice was repeatedly 

L 
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drowned by the stentorian applause ot his ardent 
admirer. As cheers, especially such lusty ones, 
are not very common in the Upper House, and 
as, on this occasion, IxH'd Holland had a monopoly 
of the exercise of his lungs, no other Peer uttoing 
even a faint whisper — the circumstance had a ludi- 
crous effect on the House ; and the ludicrousn^ss 
of the thing was gready heightened by the noble 
Lord staring the speaker full in the face, throwing 
back his head in a laughing mood, and giving othet 
proofs of the supreme exultation he felt at the tone 
of Lord Melbourne's' speech, as he concluded every 
successive sentence. 

It will be inferred, ftt>m what has been already 
stated, that the circumstance of Lord HoUand^s 
name being now scarcely ever seen in the reports 
of the parliamentary debates, is owing to his ad- 
vanced years and his bodily infirmities The same 
causes have, in some measure, impaired the vigour 
of his intellect and the ^ectiveness of his i^peeches, 
but he still acquits himself, when addres^ng the 
House, in a manner which many noble Lords in 
the prime of life cannot fail to envy, and whkh 
shows what his mental and oratorical quali&cationft 
must have been when in the fiill bloom of life. Hb 
was then remarkable for clearness and compre* 
hensiveness oS mind, and for a forcible and eloquent 
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exposition of his views. He excelled in exposing 
those sophistries of an opponent which would have 
escaped the perception of others. He saw with a 
sort of intuition the weak points in an antagonist's 
speech ; and from the felicity and conclusiveness, 
conjoined with the ease and fluency, of his replies, 
you would have thought he must^ by a species of 
prescience, have anticipated everything of any 
weight which would emanate from the opposite 
side, and pr^ared his own speech accordingly. 
There is a great deal of this in his speeches still. 
The speech to which I have already referred, as 
having been made in favour of the Municipal 
Corpormtion Bill last Session, was in reply to a very 
ingenious speech of Lord Lyndhurst, in opposition 
to that measure, and the acuteness, ability, and 
eloquence it evinced in a man so advanced in years, 
and labouring under such heavy bodily infirmity, 
were the admiration of all present. 

One prominent feature in the character of Lord 
Holland was*^I speak in the past tense, because we 
can now expect to hear but few more speeches from 
him-^tbe fearlessness with which he stood up in 
the House, as he did out of it, for his principles^ 
He was at all times the strenuous uncompromis- 
ing defender of those principles, whenever and by 
whomsoever attacked, though he knew that they 
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were not only disliked, but absolutely detested by 
at least nine-tenths of the Peers, and when they 
were only coldly approved of and supported in a 
more modified form, by almost all the remainder, 

I have mentioned that Lord Holland entered public 
life contemporaneously with the breaking out of the 
French Revolution. He took his seat in the Lords in 
1794, but did not address the House for two years 
thereafter. His first speech gave ample earnest of the 
eminence to which his talents, and his zeal in the 
cause of universal liberty, could not fail to raise 
him. It was in opposition to the second reading of 
the Assessed Tax Bill, which was then brought in 
by Ministers for the avowed purpose of enabling 
Government to carry on the war against France. 
He maintained in a second speech of great elo- 
quence and ingenuity, that, by the course which 
Ministers had pursued for some years previously, 
they had virtually sacrificed the British Consti- 
tution ; and in reference to the defence which Lord 
Grenville, then Secretary of State, made of the 
conduct of Government in bringing forward the 
Assessed Tax Bill, he quoted with infinite effect the 
well-known lines of a popular poet. " The argu- 
ment of the noble Secretary/^ observed his Lordship, 
'^ reminds me of some humorous lines by one of 
our best poets : — 
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* Thus Harlequin extolled his horse. 
Fit for the rogd> the race, the course ; 
One fault he had — a fault indeed ! 
And what was that!— the horse was dead !' 

'^ So of the genuine Constilution of England,*' con- 
tinued his Lordship. <<It had every excellent 
quality that could endear it to a rational or a free 
people ; but, alas, it was no longer in existence.^ 

I have thus particularly adverted to the par- 
liamentary debut o{ the noble Lord, because it is 
by no means improbable, advanced in years and 
infirm in body as he is, that his speech of last 
Session, to which I have also particularly alluded, 
may be among the last, if not the last, which we 
shall ever hear from his lips. What a long series of 
most important transactions in which he performed 
no inconsiderable part, have taken place in the 
theatre of the political world, in the long interval 
between the delivery of the two speeches to which 
I have referred I 

Lord Holland's style united elegance with vigour 
in a degree of which there are but few examples. 
His voice was clear, commanding, and in some of its 
intonations musical. He generally pitched it on a 
loud key ; in some of his more animated moments 
it was unpleasantly loud. He usually spoke with 
much ease, and always in such a way as proved 
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him to be perfectly master of his subject. In 
his action there was much enei^y ; sometimes ex- 
travagance. Indeed it could hardly have been 
otherwise, feeling as he did so strongly on all great 
politica} questions. His warmth of feeling on such 
occasions often impeded his utterance. He was 
inyariably listened to with the utmost atteutioa; 
nor could it have been otherwise from his great 
talents and eloquence, blended as these were with a 
striking boldness and energy of manner, and aToke 
of unusual power. This would be still the case could 
he speak oftener ; for the speech of last Sesskih to 
which I have more than once alluded as the last he 
has made, and the cmly one, I believe, for two years 
past, was listened to with as much attention as was 
ever accorded to any member of the House. 

Lord Hollfflfid is a man of considerable literary 
attainments. He has read extensively, and ^gested 
wdl what he has read. When the Edinburgh Review 
was in the zenith of its fame, he, as well as Lady 
Holland, was a frequent contributor to its pages. 
While his Lordship's articles werechiefly onquestions 
having either directly or indirectly a political bearing, 
those of his Lady must, I presume, have been prin- 
cipally, if not exclusively, of a literary diaraeter. In 
early life Lord Holland was fond of poetical studies, 
especially of the study of the Spanish poets, and 
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he is well known in the literary world for his 
translations, published in 1803 or 1804, of the most 
p^ular dramtisof LopesdeVegftyaiKi of some noinor 
poems of much interest, though far less popular. 

His Lorddiip is in his sixty-third year. His 
hair is white, and the crown o[ his head piurtially 
bald. His £[»«head is well developed, but there is 
nothing particulariy intellectual in the combined 
esipressicm of his features. His eyes are small, 
dear, and of a laughing character. A physiogno* 
mist would at once, from the general expression 
of his counteilance, set him down as one who is 
unusually cheerful, and as having a great flow of 
animal spirits — an impression which would be fully 
confirmed before he had been fifteen minutes in his 
company. His complexion is clear, mingled with a 
portion of ruddiness, and his features are small and 
regular. His face has a degree of rotundity about 
it. He cannot be called corpulent, and yet there is 
a stdutoeis about his person that approaches to 
oorpulency. In stature he is somewhat above the 
average «ze. 

^ The next member of the Cabinet having a seat 
in the Upper House^ whose name most frequently 
appears before the public, is the Marquis of 
Lanshowne. Perhaps there is no individual in 
dther House at presait, whose debut in public 
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life in^ired such high wd general eKpecliitMto of 
a brilliimt future career, a» did the first appearance 
in public of the noble Marquis. He had| v^ieo 
only a scbool-boy» just entered on his teens, dia- 
played a precocity of intellect, by which be was 
enabled to reason his father out of certaia jm^ 
judices which he entertained against public schools, 
and to obtain his consent to his being sent ^ to 
Westminster. After remaining some time ttere^ 
he was sent to • Edinburgh, where he not only 
enjoyed the best instructicm which the instkationi( 
and learned men of the Modem Athens could 
furnish him with, but resided in the house of Di^ald 
Stewart, one of the greatest men which Scotland has 
produced. Never, therelbre, did a young man 
prosecute his literary studies under more favourable 
circumstances. And, that he might prepare htm* 
self as far as practicable for that halut of extmn* 
poraneous speaking which is at once so ornamental 
and useful in a Legislator — which he had an almost 
certain prospect of becoming on his reaching his 
majority — he became a member of an institutioii 
called ^^ The Speculative Society,'^ established for 
the express purpose of improving yofing noblemen 
and gentlemen in the art of debating. Here the 
noble Marquis, then Lord Henry Petty, came ia 
contact with some of the leading spirits of the age. 
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Odtiaod in clebete wfth such m«n could not fail to 
prove highly advantageous toone so well educated, 
and -posBeBsing such natural talents as the young 
eoblenan. He quitted Edinburgh, and ceased to 
be a member of the Speculative Society, with the 
repuiatibn of being one (^ the most promising young 
Btai, especially as a debater, of the day. He 
afterwards overcame his father^s reluctance to his 
entering Cambridge Univenity, his parent having 
a decided preference fca- Oxford. His partialities 
b^ng in fiivour of Trinity College, it was of that 
college of the University of which be became a 
member. In Cambridge, he had every marie of 
respect and attenrion shown him by the most 
learned and influential persons in the place. The 
professWB hailed his «itrance to the University as a 
connection which was destined to extend and perpe- 
tuate its tarae. In Lord Petty they saw, or fanned 
isfuUy dispute the 
Lord (then Mr.) 
beginning to raise 
great Hterary ac- 
)lic speaker. His 
sanguine. They 
aoment he started 
Lord Brougham, 
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and leave ban for ever after loUowiiig him &r 
behind* 

The intellectual resources and debating caf)*- 
bilkies of the young nobleman were destined to be 
aoon subjected to the oixieal of a public trial. 
At so early a period as bis twentynG^cond year^ he 
was returned to the Hoiise of ComoMins as the 
representative of Calne. This waa during the 
memorable though rfiort period in which the peace 
of Amiens nominally remained unbroken. No 
sooner had Lord Henry Petty entered Si. Stephen's, 
than he afibrded the public an opportunity oi 
judging how far he merited the very high eulogimm 
which bis friends pronounced upon bimi He 
immediately delivered his maiden speech, vi4|icb 
was one of considerable length, and which was duly 
IbUowed up by a succession of others; but.it itia 
4oinewhat singular fact^ that notwithstanding the 
.admirable topics which the spirit-stirring Europe^ 
politics of that period, soon after, by the revival 
of the war with France, so amply furnished to any 
young Member ambitious of senatorial distinctioQ, 
Lord Petty, for two or three years, carefully 
avoided all reference to those topics, and almost 
exclusively restricted his eloquence to Irish affairs. 

It is not to be denied that the young nobleman* 
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on bis first ^trasce on public life, 9equitted 
self in a highly creditaUe manner ; but it was soon 
evident that the pai*tiatity of private friends, and 
the mistaken judgment of others who had fcnvied 
their estimate of him/ on the principle that *^ all is 
gcAd that glitters,'^ had tastly overrated his intel- 
lectual powers. The more disoerniog and less inter- 
ested observe saw at once that he was more showy 
than solid ; that a mere command of words, with 
a very respectable share of information, and talents 
above mediocrity, had either been mistaken for, 
or Qiagnified into, intellectual powers of the highest 
order, and a readiness and effectiveness in debate, 
which- would enable the young nobleman to eclipse 
every other public man of his day. This estimate 
of Lord Petty *s talents and his qualifications as a 
public speaker, soon after 4)is first introduction into 
Parliament, is, perhaps, as just with regard to the 
Lord Lansdowne of the present day as any estimate 
could be. His flukey is very great : I know of 
no man who has a greater command of words. 
He is never at a loss; and the most fastidious 
t&ste, in so far as mere elegance is concerned, 
could not in any case suggest better phraseology 
than he employs. But in his anxiety to render 
his periods as rounded as possible^ and to lu^uire 
for himself the reputation of possessing an elegant 
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style, be often becomes feeble ; espedally in tho$c 
cases where his matter ia not of a superior descrip- 
tion. Sometimes, indeed, he is all words together : 
you cannot but admire the elegance with whidi 
his sentences are constructed, and the fluency with 
which they are deliYeved ; but you cannot, aft^ 
all the efforts you may have made with that view, 
discover an idea. Let me not be understood to 
imply that this is generally or even frequently the 
case ; but it does occasionally occur, and, perhaps, 
has occurred oftener since he became a member 
of the Government, than it did when be was in 
oppo^tion. 

Lord Lansdowne has no pretensions to vigour 
or originality of mind. You never can discover 
anything which argues the profound thinker in 
any of his speeches. I have heard his leading 
speeches delivered for some years past ; but I 
never heard anything, even by accident, escape Jris 
lips, which could be called a bold or ingenious 
conception. Neither, however, will you, on the 
other hand ever find him dealing in things which 
aire silly or absurd Whatever he says, though 
often, as before observed, buried under a load of 
verbiage, is always pertinent to the question under 
discussion, and it has generally the merit of being 
one of the best things which the mind of a man of 
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stttmg good sense would suggest on the subject. 
There is a wonderful equability as regards the 
talent which bis speeches disfday. You will joot 
find him happy on one occasion, and unhappy 
on another : if you hear him a hundred times, you 
will quit the House, except in so far as a difference 
in the interest Bnd importance of the subject 
necessarily makes a difference in his speeches^-^with 
the same estimate of his abilities as you formed 
when you first heard him. 

Lonl Lansdowne is one of the few men in 
either House who excel in the defence of a mea- 
sure ; almost all of them, of any note, are greatest 
in attack. It is, however, to be observed of the 
noble Marquis, that his happiness in the vindica- 
tion of the measures he supports, is only visible 
when replying to some opponent who has attacked 
those measures. He makes comparatively but an 
indifferent appearance in introducing a measure; 
but in replying to some Peer on the opposite side 
who has assailed it, he often evinces great acuteness 
in detecting the weak points of his opponent^ and 
m turning the very grounds on which that opponent 
attacks the measure, into weapons wherewith to 
attack his own principles or conduct as a public 
man. 
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The noUe Marquis's polidcal principles are not 
remarkable for their liberality : th^ are far less 
liberal than those of the head of the Adminisira^ 
tion. He never, belonged to the school of the ultra 
Whigs, and he certainly has not increased in the 
liberality of his principles of late. He would be 
much more comfortable in a Cabinet of a DEiore 
moderately Whiggish comj^exion than in that of 
Lord Melbourne. It was matter of surprise to 
many that he did not secede from the Administra* 
lion of Elari Grey, with Lords Stanley and Ripon, 
and the other two Members of that government. 
At all events, it is well known to his friends, and 
must, from the subdued tone his opposition latterly 
assumed to the Government of Liverpool, have been 
visible to all who attentively watch the conduct of 
public men, — that had not that nobleman'*s govern- 
ment been dissolved by his premature pddtical 
death, Lord Lansdowne would have joined it. 

He has great presence of mind ; he is generally 
cool and collected, and speaks with w(H)derful ease 
and fluency on any subject, without the slightest 
premeditation. His language is always temperate, 
even when you visibly see he is labouring under 
some degree of warmth. He studiously shuns per- 
sonalities ; indeed, compared with the other House 
of Parliament, very few personalities are induJger] 
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in by any Member, — alwfiys^ of course, excepting 
Lord Brotighain. 

The noble Marqins is ambilious. Even so far 
bock as 1806^ when Mr. Fitt died, it is well under^ 
stood he then, though oaly in his 30th year, asjnred 
at the office of Prime Minister. His ambition was 
ton certain extent gratified by his being made a 
member, as Chancellor of the Exchequer, of the 
•* All the Talents " Ministry of that period. On 
the retirement of Earl Grey from office in 1834, it 
18 also said that the noble Marquis aspired to the 
distinction of becoming his successor. How far 
tb» is GcM^t I have no means of judging ; it is 
eertain that for some days before the constructioa 
of Lord Melbourne's Cabinet, a report was in 
current circulation, in whe^ are called the ^^ well- 
infomned circles^^' that Lord Lansdowne was to 
be first Lord of the Treasury in the embryo 
Administration. 

Had he attained that eminence, he could not 
hwve <K9CUpied it long. He is deficient in nerve. 
He has no energy or decision of character. The 
first blast of opposition from the Tory side of the 
Houi^ would have scattered his Ministry in all 
directions. Even if he had had nothing to fear 
from without, the least symptom of discord or dis- 
union among the members of his Cabinet, would, as 
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in the case of Lord GodericfaV short-lived Admi* 
nistration, have so disconeerted and paraljrsed him, 
that his Cabinet must of its own accord have fallen 
to pieces. He does very weU as a follower or 
assistant, bat it is clear Nature never intended him 
for a leader. 

I have spoken of his remarkable fluency as a 
speaker. His voice is ako good : it is clear, and 
generally pleasant. It possesses considerable flexi- 
bility, though he does not always manage it with 
the best effect. In his efforts at the higher flights 
of oratory, it is loud and commanding. On all 
occasions he is audible in every part of the House, 
and would be so, from his distinct articulation and 
clear voice, though the House were twice as large. 
His manner is always full of animation; fait 
gesture is sometimes redundant, but it can haidly, 
notwithstanding, be said to be unpleasant. Either 
of his arms is in constant motion. They generally 
saoceed each other in the office of giving efiect to 
his oratory with wonderful regularity ; in his more 
energetic moments he uses both at once, raising 
them as high as they will rise above his head, and 
then lettmg them down again by his sides. When 
labouring under a peculiar warmth of feeling, hit 
voice is raised to so high a pitch, and there is sudi 
extravagance in his gesticulation^ while there is but 
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there is usually kast of the latter^ — that he remiads 
one of the Shaksperiaa expression— ^^ Full of sound 
and fiuy. signifying nothing." 

In the Mar()uis of Lausdowne^s personal appear- 
ance there is something striking* His large dark 
eyelasbesy and his prelecting eydbrows, give bis 
countenaiice a pe^Hiliar, though by no means un- 
{rfeasant appearance. His brow is not very well 
cbvdoped, nor can the general expression of his 
oountaHuice, which is round, be said to be particu- 
larly intelligent. His complexion is something of 
a oc^i^r colour, and his hair of a dark brown. He 
is of the middle sdze, but of a stout compact make. 
For one who has entered his fifty-sixth year, he looks 
healthy and strong. He has now been twenty- 
seven years in the Upper House, having been 
raised to the Peerage on the death <^ his brother 
in 1809. 

The name of Lord Duncannon often meets the 
public eye, but it is chiefly in connexion with the 
performance of the duties of the office he holds. As a 
^leaker he is va*y little heard of, nor was he much 
known as such when a member of the other House. 
His principles are decidedly liberal, and this cir- 
cumstance, in conjunction with the consistency he^ 
has always shown as a public man, and the excel- 
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lepce of his character in fais private capacity, has 
^ven to him that weight in the House and that 
popularity in the aHintry, especially in IreUuKl, 
which he possesses. He is one of the worst speakers 
in either Hou^e* He cannot deliver two consecu- 
tive sentences^ seldom even one sentence, wHbout 
stammering and correcting hin^elf to w extent 
which would pot only utterly mar the eSect of the 
most brilliant matter to which the human mind 
ever gave birth^ bpt which is painful for one to 
hear. The noble Lord, however, has this much in 
his fiivour, that he' sees himself — ^^which vety few 
others similarly situated do — in the same light, in 
this respect, as do his brother Peers. He koows» in 
other words, he is no speaker, and never make^ any 
attempt at oratory. He stands stock still, with hid 
hands on the clerk's table, and delivers the little he 
has got to say in the best way he can, as if only 
speaking to some individual member on the oppo- 
site side. He always speaks in a low tone, yet 
with sufficient clearness to be audible in all parts of 
the House. 

He is rather above the middle height, and some- 
what stoutly made. His complexion is very 
fair, and his hair of a white colour. He does not 
pay undue attention to the fashion, in the article of 
apparel, — he is rather careless in this respect. His 
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features are regular^ and bis face has an oval con- 
formation* Its general expression is that of 
integrity and good«nature. He looks younger than 
might be expected in one who has attained the age 
of fifty-five. His career in the Upper House has 
only yet been of short duration^ having succeeded 
to the Peerage in 1834. 

There are two other Members of the Cabinet in 
the Upper House, Lord Glenelg and Lord Minto. 
Of the first I have given a sketch in ^^ Random Re- 
collections of the House of Commons ; " the name 
of the other appears so seldom before the public as 
not to justify a notice in a work which professes 
only to embrace the most distinguished Noblemen 
in the Upper House. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

LIBERAL PARTY.— DUKES. 

DUKE OF SUSSEX— DUKE OF LEINSTER— DUKE 

OF SUTHERLAND. 

The Duke of Sussex, sometimes called, by way 
of eminence, " the popular member of the Royal 
Family,^ has been very seldom in the House of 
late years. Physical infirmities, and espedally the 
critical state of his eyes for some time past, are 
understood to have been the chief causes of his 
absence. The determined stand which his Royal 
Highness has on all occasions, even in the worst of 
times, made on behalf of liberal principles, has 
greatly endeared him to the great body of the 
people. The circumstance of the brother of George 
the Fourth boldly avowing himself the champion 
of Reform at a time when Toryism was in its palmiest 
state, and when with the very name of a Reformer 
was associated all that was low, disreputable, and 
revolutionary, — was one which could not fail to give 
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the illustrious Duke a striking prominence in the 
eyes of the country, and to make him a decided 
favourite with those who shared his sentiments. In 
fact, he was for many years the great prop and stay 
of Reform principles in England. His example in 
fearlessly asserting his opinions under the most dis- 
heartening circumstances, in the face of a Ministry, 
a Court, and a Parliament, in whose eyes the very 
name of Reform was odious, induced many others, 
who would else have become the victims of their 
own despondency and timidity, to go courageously 
lorth, and meet the common foe on the field of 
battle. Had he, fifteen or twenty years ago, either 
apostatised from his previous principles, or had 
any personal affliction occurred which would have 
sealed his lips and shut him out from intercourse 
with his fellow-subjects, no one can say to what an 
extent tl^ cause of Reform would in either case 
have been retarded. 

His Royal Highness is a man of superior talents. 
It were to over-estimate his abilities to say he is a 
first-mte man ; but no one can deny that his intel- 
kctual resources are far above mediocrity. The 
speeches he used to make some twelve or fifteen 
y^ars s^ce, both at public meetings and in the 
House, were as replete with eloquence as they were 
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remarkable for the ardent love of liberty which 
they breathed throughout. If there was nothing pro- 
found or original in them, neither, on the other hand, 
did they ever degenerate into dry commonplace. 
Whether they were heard delivered, or read in the 
newspapers, they at once gained the attention^ and 
carried the auditor or reader on to the close, with- 
out ever flagging for a moment. He excels in 
putting obvious arguments into a popular forln. 
One of the principal attributes of his speeches is 
their simplicity. His style is always plain and 
perspicuous ; he makes his views as clear to others 
as they are to his own mind. No one ever yet 
mistook the drift of his argument. His reasoning 
is always clear ; it is more clear than forcible. He 
never takes his audience by storm ; he wins them 
by the attractions of his manner. If you look in 
vain for any mighty burst of eloquence, carrjring 
you, as if by a resistless torrent, along with it, he 
never fails to lead you gently on with him in what* 
ever direction he intends to go. His voice is clear 
and pleasant, but wants strength and flexibility. 
He never varies the key in which he begins ; he 
is always audible. He is an easy and fluent speaker^ 
never appearing in the least disconcerted, or hesi- 
tating a moment, either for ideas or for suitable 
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terms wherewith to express them. He seldom 
speaks long at a time, but there is as much matter 
in most cases in what he says in ten minutes as 
there is in what the majority of speakers would 
communicate in twenty. His extemporaneous 
i^esources are ample. He can speak with much 
effect on the impulse of the moment. Indeed his 
speeches are seldom prepared beforehand. 

His literary and scientific attainments are great; 
with science especially he is intimately conversant. 
Hence it is that he is president of several eminent 
scientific societies, and that his name is so often 
toasted at public dinners in connexion with the 
various scientific institutions of England. 

Every one is struck, wherever he is seen, with the 
personal appearance of the illustrious Duke. He 
is one of the tallest and stoutest men, not merely 
in the House of Lords, but in the country ; he is 
corpulent and pot-bellied. Neither in his appear- 
ance or his manners is there anything courtly ; in- 
deed though brother of George the Fourth and of 
William the Fourth, and though residing in this 
country during the entire regency and reign of the 
oife, and the reign of theother so far as it is passed,— 
he has hardly ever breathed few one little moment 
the atmosphere of a court. You see dignity in his 
aj^arance ; but it is rather the dignity of a noble 
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mind than that of mere birth. He dre^ee^ plaioly,. 
Usually he wears a hlu^ coat, li^t wwtcoat, aii4 
light knee inexpressiUea. 

There is something remarkably easy and aSabk 
in his manner* I saw him two ytars. ago diatri- 
buting the prizes at the Londcm Unitersity^ — after 
a public examination, in the presence of m<Mre Umk 
a thousand persons, — awarded to the most diaun* 
guished scholars at that institution, and the mikkiefli 
and affability he evinced on the occasion were tlKi^ 
admiration of all present. He cordially shooJd 
hands with each of the successful competitcHrs for 
the prizes, — congratulated them on their literary 
and scientific acquirements, — and encouraged them 
to prosecute their studies with unweaHed arfjoor, 
both because of the gratification they would deinv« 
from such studies themselves, and the benefits they 
would thereby be enabled to confer on society. Hia 
countenance beams with good-nature, and wUh 
simplicity and sincerity of mind. There is some- 
thing peculiarly "jolly'' in his appearance. The 
word is a homely one, but I know of none so ex**- 
pressive of the impression which is made on every, 
one's mind whenever he sees his Royal Highness*, 
His face, like his person, is large and full; bia 
cheeks are particularly prominent, and he has what 
is called a double chin* His complexicm is some- 
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thing between tlaiAc and sallow, and his hair is of a 
brohim ecrfotir. He has not, as far as I could per- 
ceive, a single wrinkle in his face, though now in 
the sisty'third year of his age. 

The Dokeof Leinster has been brought before 
Ac pnbKe of late with some degree of prominency 
fitym the accidental circumstance of his being 
diosen by Lord Melbourne's Government, to move 
die answer to his M ajesty^s Speech at the opening 
of the present Session. In no case is such a choice 
in either House made because of any supposed 
intellectual superiority on the part of the individual 
diosen ; in fact, it scarcely ever happens that either 
the party selected to make or second the motion 
for an Address to his Majesty, in either of the 
Houses, has the reputation of a man of talent. 
The persons chosen — for what reason it is not for 
flie to say — for the purpose, are almost invariably 
men whote names are but comparatively little heard 
of as public speakers. The selection of his Grace 
of Ijcinster is no exception to the rule. He is not 
only a nobleman with no pretensions to talent, but 
he hardly ever opens his mouth on any subject, 
btyond the simple fact of saying he supports the 
prayer of any particular petition entrusted to him 
for presentation. Very little has been heard of 
him since the time — some six or seven years ago 

M 
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— -*when the Duke of Wdlington, then. Prime 
MiDister, acknowledged die receipt of a petition to 
kia Majesty^ from certiain Roman Catholics in Ire- 
land, praying for Emancipation, and in these laconic, 
contemptuous terms, — 

** My Lord Duke, — I have Lad the honour of 
receiving the petition you forwarded to me, along 
with the tin case which enclosed it. 
" I am, my Lord Duke, 
** Your Grace's most obedient Servant, 

'* Welungton/' 

His Grace is a poor speaker ; what he says 
produces no effect: it falls on the ear without 
making even the most momentary impression. 
His speech in moving the Address was delivered 
from memory: he consequently spoke without 
embarrassment, but there was no animation or 
energy in his manner. The matter of his speech 
consisted of a mere expression of approval of the 
different paragraphs in that of the King. He is 
understood to be fond of retirement^ and is not 
very regular in his attendance in the Houae. He 
is said to have an exquisite taste for music. It is 
not surprising, therefore, that privately he prefers 
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(he ^* most sweet music ^ discoursed by some instru^ 
ment at home, to the harsh and ditwordant sounds 
emitted by speakers on both sides of the House. 
That, however, does not excuse the irregularity of 
his attendance, as the individual who undertakes 
the duties of a legislator, whether chosen to the 
office by a constituent body, or whether he succeed 
to it by the accident of birth, ought conscientiously 
and faithfully to discharge those duties. This is 
especially to be expected on the part of one who, like 
his Grace^ prides himself on being a Lib«*al Whig. 

The noble Duke is a plain-rlooking man. He 
has nothing of the aristocrat about him. His 
countenance is more remarkable for benevolence of 
expression than for any other quality. His features 
are long and moderately marked. His complexion 
is dark, and his hair, the quantity of which, 
however, is but limited, owing to a baldness on the 
crown of his head,-— is of a colour between brown 
and black. He is tall and proportionally made ; but 
the symmetry which his person would otherwise 
possess, is marred by the stooping conformation of 
his shoulders. He looks rather younger than he 
is : he is in the forty-fifth year of his age. 

The Duke of Sutherland seldom speaks in 
the House, but he is a nobleman of great weight 
among the Liberal party. He is devotedly attached 
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to the principles of the Whigs of the old sdiooh 
He was supposed by some to be one of the two 
Dukes to whom The Times referred, daring the 
existence of Sir Robert Peel's Administration, as 
having said they would give half their extensive 
estates rather than see the Bight HonouraUe 
Baronet's Ministry permaneptly seated in office. 
His qualifications for public speaking are re*- 
spectable. He is not showy either in his matter 
or manner; but there is generally much good sense 
in the one, and the other is pleasant enough. 
His utterance is occasionally somewhat slow, and 
now and then he has to recal a word to substitute 
one more appropriate in its place. He can hardly 
be said to be either impassioned or cold in his 
manner. If you see nothing about him indicative 
of warmth, you see unequivocal proofe of a sincere 
and settled attachment to his principles. His voice 
wants power and flexibility: it is not absolutely 
harsh, neither is it musical or pleasant in its tones. 
He usually speaks in a sufficiently loud key to be 
heard in a room of ordinary dimensions. His 
gesture is tame: an occasional slow movement of 
his arms is the only action he employs. His 
speeches have no pretensions to original!^ or 
eloquence; but they are always such as indicate 
the possession of a well-informed mind, sound 
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judgment, and the most liberal and generous feeling, 
on the part of the speaker. He does not indulge, 
when he does speak, either in the House or 
elsewhere, in lengthened orations. He is always 
brief: his object seems to be to express the 
greatest possible number of ideas in the least 
possible number of terms. He always confines him- 
self to the subject under consideration. He neva* 
makes a £^3eech for the mere purpose of display. 
He speaks because he has something to say. 
Whenever he speaks he invariably commands 
attention. His style wants elegance, but is nervous. 
He uses no tropes or figures — he expresses himself 
in the language which most naturally suggests 
itself to his mind. 

His Grace is about the ordinary height, and is 
well and compactly made. His countenance has a 
fine, noble expression, blending dignity with con- 
descension and generosity. His face has something 
of an angular form. His features are regular and 
imposing. His complexion is fair, and his hair 
of a light brown colour. He is in the meridian 
of life, being only fifty years of age. He appears 
to be in excellent health and good spirits. His 
attendance on his parliamentary duties is not very 
regular. He is but comparatively seldom in the 
House, except when some question of very great 
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importance is before it. He is understood to be, 
with the exception of the Marquis of Westminster, 
the richest Peer in the realm. His annual income 
is estimated at df'dOO.OOO. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
LIBERAL PARTY.— MARQUISES. 

THE MARQUIS OF WESTMINSTER — THE MARgUlS 
OF CLEVELAND — THE MARQUIS OF ANGLESEA— 
THE MARQUIS OF CLANRICARDE — THE MARQUIS 
OF CONYNGHAM. 

The Marquis of Westminster, late Earl 
GrosveiMMT, has been for many years well known for 
the liberality of his political opinions, and his uncom* 
promising assertion of them. He is also entitled to 
praise for the straightforwardness and consistency 
of his conduct as a public man. As a speaker he 
has few or no pretensions. He has the good sense 
to know his deficiencies for oratorical exhibitions 
in the House, and, therefore, very selddm addresses 
it. His voice is bad ; its tones are not pleasant, 
though they cannot be said to be absolutely dis- 
agreeable. His enunciation is far from perfect. 
He is moderate in the use of gesture ; and the 
little he does call into requisition is any thing hue 



24S MARQUIS OF CLEYELAND. 

graceful. He is a nobleman of fair talents ; but 
they can never be made to appear to any advan- 
tage in any eifort he may make at public speaking ; 
his defects in this respect are too contirmed to admit 
of even the hope of cure. Even were it only two 
or three years, instead of more than a quarter of a 
century, since he was first introduced into public 
lifC) there would be no chance of his becoming a 
good speaker after he had entered his sixtieth year. 

The personal appearance of the noble Marquis 
cannot be called superior. He is tall and slenderly 
made. His face is of an oblong conformation. 
His features have something of hardness about them. 
His complexion is sallow, and his hair of a darkish 
hue. He is very careless in his dress ; sometimes 
his negligence in this respect verges on the slovenly. 

The noble Marquis is the richest individual in 
the empire. His annual income is little, short of 
that of the Sovereign. It is supposed to be about 
1,000/. a day ; or upwards, speaking in round num- 
bers, of 350,000/. ; and it is increasing so rapidly^ 
owing to the growing value of his houses in Pim- 
lico, that it is supposed it will, in a few years, be 
500,000/. per annum, — being considerably above 
that of Royalty itself. 

The Marquis of Cleveland, like the noble 
Marquis of whom I have been speaking, seldom. 
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raises his voice in the House. This is a circum- 
stance to be r^retted ; for he not only acquits him- 
self creditably when he does speak, but it must 
be inanifest to every one who has heard him, that, 
with a little practice and a little care, he might have 
earned for himself the reputation of a superior 
speaker. He has most of the elements necessary 
to constitute a good speaker. He has a fine voice ; 
it is pleasant in its tones, and he is always suffi- 
ciently audible in all parts of the House. It has 
obviously a much greater flexibility and compass 
than he has chosen to exhibit in any of his ad- 
dresses. He is a fluent speaker : his words flow 
from him with extraordinary copiousness, and it is 
but seldom the most fasti(}ious ear would find 
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reason to complain of the accuracy of his diction. 
His manner, indeed, is much better than his matter. 
In his ideas or arguments there is not often any 
thing of a superior order. There are few mem- 
bers, perhaps, of either House, in whose speeches 
you will find a more uniform mediocrity. He 
seldom rises above it, and still more seldom 
does he fall below it. His action is energetic like 
the matter of his speeches, it may also be said to be 
mediocre — a something between the awkward aod 
the graceful. In his personal appearance there is 
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nothing striking, unless it be the- largeness of his 
bead and features* His hair is of a whitish hoe^ 
and his complexion is fair. He is tall, and of 
a ratfaer robust frame* You would not suppose, 
from his stout healthy appearance^ that he is in 
his seventieth year. 

The Marquis of An^lesea, late Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, is a noblemaiD whose name has 
for many years been sufficiently fiimiliai' to the 
public eye. He is tall, but slenderly made. His 
appearance is gentlemanly. You see something 
i^ut the noble Msirquis which somehow or other 
associates with him the notion of an officer in the 
army< His complexion is pale, and the general 
eKpres»on of his face is such that he must indeed 
be an unskilftil reader o! the human couiitenaiuse 
who would not on a single glance perceive that 
the noble Marquis is frequently the subject of 
physical pain. For many years he has been sub- 
jected to the attacks of a disease which is not un« 
common in the aristocratic ranks of life. His hair 
was formerly of a sandy colour ; now it is be^nning 
to get grey. In his features there is nothii^ 
remarkable ; yon are not only prepaned by <^em 
for the information, that he has attained the sixty- 
eighth year of his s^e, but you wonder that one, ;who, 
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in addition to his having reached that advanced 
period of life, has seen so much active service, 
duMildlook so welK 

Of late years the noble Marquis has not spoken 
much ; formerly he used to speak with some fre- 
quency, and was allowed on all hands to acquit 
himsdf very creditably. He possesses considerable 
talents. His judgment generally is sound, and bis 
perc^>tions are usually quick and dear. He can 
state his views on any public question in a very 
respectaUe manner; formerly he would have done 
ao with ethcL His voice is still excellent; it js 
at once full, deep, and pleasant. His elocutixm, 
however, is occasionally impaired by an undua 
vehemence of manner when he chances to speak 
on a subject on which he feels very strongly. On 
such occasions he ^^ mouths ^' many of bis words. 
His gesture is also, in such a casej disagreeably le- 
dundant ; instead of adding to, it takes away from 
the effect which his observations or ai^^uments would 
otherwise produce. He has not for some years past 
been very regular in his attendance on his parlia- 
mentary duties; not certmnly from any abatement 
of zeal for his principles or his party, but from 
the growing infirmities of age, in xsonjunction witk 
the pain and inconvenience caused by the particular 
malady to which, as I have already stated, he is sub- 
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ject He is deeply venerated by all parties for the 
services be has rendered his country in the fidd of 
battle<-*»of which his wooden leg is a never fiuling 
remembeaocer. 

He is a nobleman of some pretensicms to scholar** 
ship^ though I do not know of any public proof be* 
has given of his acquirements in this way^ Lord 
Brougham, I believe, was the first to appriae the. 
world of the noble Marquw's scholastic attdotments, 
when he mentioned, in the Session of 1834, that 
tbey were in the habit of oocasaooally correspond* 
ing together on learned questions, especially on 
philologiod ones, whenever tbar official duties, 
admitted of the recreation. 

The Marquis of Clanricarvbi son-in-law of 
the late Mr. Canning, is one of the most promiring' 
of the younger members of the Peerage. He has 
asdf-possession, a fearlessness of manner, and an 
energy in his mode of addressing the Hou^e, which. 
aare seldom acquired by persons of his age — ^forty-— 
and in which he is surpassed but by few of the oideTi 
Peers. His opinions are decidedly liberal and 
uncompromising on the leading points on whidi. 
parties differ. His talents are of a superior order, 
and will, there can be no question, shine forth with 
still greater spl^idour when matured by an increased* 
experience in the world of public life. There ia 



MARQUIS OF CLAMRICARDB. 258 

much acuteness in his afgumente, whether he be 
exposing the sophistries of an opponent or establish- 
ing positions of his own. He is always so clear 
that no man of the most ordinary comprehension 
can misconceive what he says. The 8cho(d«>boy 
who could not follow him from the beginning to 
the end of his speech^ without an effort, would 
richly deserve a sound floggihg. He is not, strictly 
speaking, brilliant; that is to say, you are not dazzled 
or electrified by any thing he says ; but you are 
always pleased, and are generally carried away by 
hb arguments. You see in every thing he says 
the man of talent. He usually reasons closely, 
though he sometimes, if I may use the ex- 
pression, overloads his speeches with arguments. 
His style is generally correct and elegant; it is free 
from those meretricious ornaments whidi usually 
disfigure the addresses of comparatively inexpe- 
rienced speakers. Sometimes it is slightly diffuse ; 
but that is a fault which a little time will, in all pro- 
bability, rectify. He has a fine musical voice, which 
no one who hears him for a few minutes can fail to 
perceive is susceptible of most pleasant and effective 
modulation, though the noble Marquis has not yet 
in this respect turned it to a proper account. He 
•peaks with much ease and great fluency, never 
faltering or stammering, or having to pause to 



S54 MARQUIS OP CONYMOHAKf. 

correct any inaccuracy of expression. His gesture 
is not violent ; it is gentle and graceful. There are 
few speakers in the House whom, taken all in all, 
you can listen to with greater pleasure. 

His personal appearance is much in his favour* 
He is tall and handsome : there are few better formed 
noblemen in the House. His complexion is swarthy^ 
and his hair of a dark colour ; bis eyes are black 
and quick; his features are small and regular. 
His forehead is ample, though its full proportions 
are partly concealed by a large carefully formed 
ringlet of his hair, which always graces it. In its 
form, his face is something betwe^i the oval and the 
round. He dresses in the extreme of fhshion : he 
might dispense with a good deal of the labours of 
the toilet, for Nature has done sufficient fc^ him, 
seconded, as her efforts have been, by the elevated 
sodety in which he has always mixed, to make him 
appear — as I doubt not he is in reality— one of the 
most gentlemanly men in the House — without having 
recourse to any such adventitious aids, or ^^ foreign 
ornaments,^ as Thomson would have called them. 

The Marquis of Contkgham^s name is more 
familiar to the public ear from the promment place 
his mother occupied in the Court of Creorge the 
Fourth, than from anything he has said or done 
himself. TI\ough yet but a young man, being only 
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in his thirty-ninth year, he has evinced in his 
public conduct a degree of worldly prudence which 
would do no discredit to the oldest stager in either 
House. In so far as self-interest is concerned, he 
has played his cards on all occasions with con- 
summate skill: whether he can claim the merit 
of having acted on his own suggestions, or whether 
he acted only agreeably to the advice of his father 
in the instances to whidi I refer, is a point on which 
I am: not in a condition to give my opinion. So 
long as Toryism was the order of the day in the 
government of the country, so long did the noble 
Marquis get credit for being a most exemplary 
Tory. When in 1832 a change came over the 
spirit of public affairs, and the odds were in favour 
of the triumph of the Reform Bill of Earl Grey's 
Administration, the noble Marquis became also a 
Reformer, but took special care not to commit 
lumself to ^^ the bill, the whole bill, and nothing 
but the bill,'' until he could weigh more carefully 
the probabilities for and against its passing. At 
the second reading of that measure, he contented 
himself with voting for its principle, reserving to 
himself the liberty of dealing with it in committee 
as he thought proper, and rejecting it altogether 
on the third reading, should it so seem good to him. 
The bill got through committee essentially in the 
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form in nrhicb it was. introduced to the House. 
The noble Marquis saw a large majority passively 
acquiescing in its provisions, however much they 
might privately have disapproved of the measure, 
aqd he was not the man to offer any opposition to 
uiy pf its details ; these were now as much worthy 
of all acceptation as was the principle of the bill a 
few weeks previously. The measure became the 
law of the land ; there was every probability of 
Lord Grey remaining in office, and the Marquis 
of Conyn^am became avowedly one of the most 
strenuous supporters of the noble EarPs govern- 
ment. He now began to turn his eyes towards 
ofKce. An opportunity of gratifying his ambition 
to serve the public and himself at the same time, 
soon presented itself. The Duke of Richmond and 
three other members of Earl Grey's Administration 
seceded in ,1834, in consequence of their objections 
to the Church Prop^ty Appropriation question, 
from that Administration, and the noble Marquis, 
tp the surprise of every body, and to none more 
than to Earl Grey's private friends, was apr 
pointed to the office of Postmaster-General in the 
room of the Duke of Richmond. By what par- 
ticular influence the noble Marquis procured tlm 
appointment, is still at best but matter of con- 
jecture. Certainly it was not from any surpassing 
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sacrifices he had made for reform principles, nor 
for any services he had done Earl Grey's govern- 
ment ; neither could it be because of any e:xpected' 
additional strength which he could impart to it; 
for he had never given the slightest indication of 
possessing the talents either of an orator or a states- 
man. In either of the latter capacities, indeed, his 
name had hardly ever been heard of; and when 
his appointment was announced in the public 
journals, the universal inquiry was, as Mr. Bulwer, 
in his "England and the English,^ remarks, "Who 
is the Marquis of Conyngham P ^ It was soon 
discovered by the successor of Earl Grey in the 
councils of his sovereign, that the noble Marquis 
must be got rid of in some shape or other as Post- 
master-General, and therefore the first opportunity 
that presented itself was embraced, of relieving 
him from the duties and responsibilities of the 
situation : he was shelved by his appointment to 
the office of Lord Chamberlain. 

The noble Marquis, as will be inferred fVom 
what I have mentioned above, is exceedingly 
sparing of his oratory. The Government of which 
he is a member has scarcely ever received the bene- 
fit of his defence, however strenuously and bitterly 
attacked by its opponents. He does not open his 
mouth above once or twice on an average in the 



S58 MARQUIS OF C0NYN6HAM. 

course of a Session, and even then he is remarkably 
economical of his observations. When he does 
address a few observations to the House, he 
ao()iHts himself very creditably in so far as the 
mere mechanism of speaking is concerned. His 
vmce is fine, and his language is easy and correct; 
but he has no energy in his manner, and no stamina 
in his matter. 

In his personal appearance he is quite a dandy : 
I question if he has any equal in this respect in 
the House. You always see him dressed in the 
extreme of fashion ; were an American to see the 
noble Marquis, he would ^^ guess " that he spaids 
as much time at his toilet as do the generality of 
the fair sex. He is vain of the handsomeness of 
his person, and it must be admitted that in this 
respect he is perhaps equalled by few noUe Lords, 
He is indeed one of the most handsome men one ts^ 
in the habit of meeting with. No one can see him 
without admiring the regularity of his features and 
the symmetry of his fine tall person. His com- 
plexion is dark, and his hair of a hue approaching 
to jet black ; the latter is always most carefully 
curled and dressed, after a fashion which none but 
ajriseur could properly describe. 



«59 



CHAPTER XIII. 
LIBERAL PARTY.-EARLS. 

£ARL GREY — -EARL OF DURHAM — EARL OF RADNOR 
— EARL OF CARNARVON — EARL MULGRAVE-^ 

EARL OF BURLINGTON EARL FIFE — EARI4 

FITZWILLIAM. 

The name of Earl Grey is one which has not 
only of late years occupied a most prominent, 
perhaps the roost prominent, place among his 
contemporaries, but it is, without question, destined 
to be better known by posterity than of any odier 
statesman of the present day. The zeal and 
energy with which, in early life, when a member 
<rf the Lower House, he espoused those libera) 
jmnciples of Reform which he afterwards not 
only lived to see triumphant, but whose triumph 
was chiefly brought about by his own instru*^ 
mentality,— brought his name familiarly before the 
public upwards of forty years ago; and the un^ 
deviating steadiness with which he adhered, through 
the whole of his after life, to the principles with 



S60 BAIL G«ET. 

whieh in the outset he identified himself, notwitb- 
staoding the yarious political vicissitudes of that long 
and eventful period,— would have procured for him 
no ordinarj reputation in the estimation of unborn 
gen«^i|ioQ8, though his name had been in nowise 
associated with the Reform Bill. But it is the 
circumstance of his having been the author €^ that 
great measure, and the Minister under whose 
au^ices it was triumphantly carried through both 
Houses of Parliament, in defiance of a most decided 
and powerful Opposition, that gives him that com- 
manding station which he now occupies in the 
eyes of the country, and which his memory will 
inevitably occupy in the eyes of future ages. 

I doubt if there be a statesman of the present 
day, no matter of what party, whose public career 
has been of any length, who has been equally 
consistent in his opinions and conduct. I am 
satisfied the history of the country does not afford 
an instance of a public man having adhered, with 
such undeviating consistency through an equally 
protracted and eventful life, to the principles he 
embraced in his earlier years. The truth was, 
that Earl Grey, before he appeared in public life, 
maturely examined the great question of pcditics 
in all its branches and bearings; and being a 
man of sterling integrity of character — as all his 
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opponentSi from the commencenient to the close of 
his public life, have oa all occasions been for- 
ward to admit ^he ad<^ed those opinions which 
he conceived to be founded in truth and justice, 
and which he regarded as most adapted to promote 
the prosperity and glory of his own country, and 
the happiness of the world at large. And these 
principles once embraced, no considerations of 
individual interest could prev»l on him in any 
measure to abandon or compromise them. 

It is not to be denied that Lord Grey, on several 
occasions during the period of his Administration, 
brought measures into Parliament which did not 
come quite up to his own individual views, and 
that on s<Hne others be allowed measures to pass 
after they had been to some extent mutilated by 
the adverse party. But it must be remembered 
that the reason, in the first case, was either the 
impossibility of getting the Members <^ his Ministry 
unanimously to concur in lus views, or the cer- 
tainty that, if they did, it would be impracticaUe 
to carry the measures, which he might hare wished 
to pass, through both Houses of Parliament. In 
the other case, he, on several occasions, accepted 
measures which had been stripped, by the Tories 
of some of what he regarded as their best provi- 
sions, because he considered that if, in so doing, he 
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only procured Aeir concurrence in their principle, 
he thereby strengthened his own hands, and in- 
creased the chances of carrjdng, at no distant day, 
perhaps in a Session or two, the very measures, or 
others as liberal, which had been mutilated. In 
neither case was there any dereliction of his own 
princif^; no compromise of what he conceived 
the people^s interests. Tlie question with him 
always was, how far it was practicable, under 
existing circumstances, to carry out his own indi- 
vidual principles; and whether the concessions 
which his opponents were willing to make to him 
were of sufficient extent and importance to justify 
him in departing, in some measure, from what he 
conceived the just demands of the people,— espe- 
cially when the evils of agitation and indefinite 
delay, in the event of rejecting those concessions, 
— were taken into the account. 

But it was* only in reference to questions of 
secondary importance that he would make even 
this apparent compromise. In measures involving 
first principles he would not depart from one iota 
of what he conceived the abstract right or justice of 
the case demanded. The Reform Bill is an in- 
stance in point. On that great question he took 
his stand on certain broad principles, from which, 
neither the threats of the Tory Peers, nor the 
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seductive solicitations of exalted personages, could 
induce him to swerre in the slightest degree^ Not 
only did he feel an overwhelming impression of the 
importance of that measure, but he intended it to 
be a final one. He consequently saw that to yield 
to the opponents of the measure on any point of 
moment^ would at once trench on his own con- 
sist^cy, and betray the confidence whidi the 
country reposed in him. He therefore determined, 
without a moment^ hesitation, to stake the ex- 
istence of his Government on the question : he 
resolved either to stand or fall by the measure he 
brought forward. 

Earl Grey was * a man of sound judgment, and 
always acted with great deliberation. Before 
bringing forward any measure, he maturely weighed 
in his own mind the probabilities of its being 
carried or rejected. And seldom did his judg* 
ment in such cases mislead him. He gauged with 
wonderful accuracy the amount of opposition 
which certain measures would have to encounter^ 
and seldom was at fault in the conclusions to which 
he came, as to whether or not he had the means in 
his power of overcoming that opposition. To this 



* I here speak of the noble Earl in the past tense^ because, 
though still alive, he may be said to be dead as a public man • 
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is to be aicribcd the fact of his oanrying^i many 
measures in the fiioe of what lo other persona mp- 
peared an oyerwhelming opposition. Tlie contrast, 
in this respect, between him and his successor, is 
too striking to have escaped tiue obsenratioo ct any 
person. He carried abnost all his measures : Lord 
Melbourne has lost the majori^ of those of any 
importance which he bis brought fiirward* 

It is right, however, to add, in justice to Lord 
Mdboume, that there is not a man in the country, 
on the same mde of pditios, nor, perhaps, oft 
the other, who possesses the weight of character 
which Lord Grey does. His high family connections, 
his great talents, his unimpeachable integrity, bis 
stainless consistency of public oonduct,and his known 
determination and energy of purpose, all concur to 
invest him with an importance, and give him a wei^t 
of character such as no man of the present day pos* 
sesses. Ncitlier Lord Melbourne nor any other man 
but Lord Grey, could have carried the Reform Bill. 
Earl Grey, for the same reason, could have con- 
ducted safely through both Houses some of the 
measures of Loid Melbourne which have been so 
signally defeated. I am not sure, however, that 
had Earl Grey remained in office he would have 
brought forward equally liberal measures as those 
which the Melbourne Administration have submit- 
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ted to Parliaoieiii L6rd Melbourne is now mofe 
libeml than Earl Grey profeMed faimfielf to be 
wken in ofice. Whether the noUe Eari would 
have kept abreast with what the Reformers call 
the advancing hberahty of the age, is a point 
on which I camiotgive any ddcided opinion. My 
impression rather is, that he would not. 

Earl Grey was a man of great dignity of charac* 
ter. He was ndUe in mmd as well as in name. 
He wtMild not for worlds have stooped to anything 
he considered mean or unworthy. It mattered not 
in hSs view that his object could have been gained 
by unbecoming means, without the fact ever comii^ 
before the public It was enough for him that his 
own mind disapproved of the thing, to ensure his 
instant determination to reject it. His own initard 
sense of honour, his consciousness of moral reeti*. 
tude;, was the tribunal to which be appealed in all 
sudi cases; and by its decisions he invariably 
reguli^ed his conduct. 

His ministerial career, comparatively short a6 it 
was, abounded with instances in whkh he impaired 
the strength .of his govemknent, and hdzarded^its 
exiatence, to his high sense of honour. A striking 
tme was furnished in the case of Mr. O^Connell and 
Ilia party, in the Session of 18S8. The adhesion of 
the Iitsh Liberals was, on that occasion, tendered to 

N 
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the noble Earl cm the condition of his whhdniWBag 
what thej conceived the harsher dauses of the 
Coercion Bill ; while the stost strenuous oppottdoo 
was threatened as the oonsequence of rejecting tb^ 
alternative. Earl Grey spurned the pixiposal : he 
would not entertain it for a moment He <£sdai&ed 
to receive support on such conditioDS. The over* 
throw of his govemmoit waa, in his estimation^ an 
evil of infinitely less magnitude than such an aUi<^ 
ance. And when, in the Session <tf 1884, Mr. Lit* 
tleton, now Ixnrd Hatherton, confidentially commu* 
nicated to Mr. O'Connell the intentioi^ c^Miniatenl 
with regard to Ireland, it is well known that the 
noble Earl was annoyed at the circumstance m the 
highest degree^ and denouneed tte Member for 
Dublin, in his place in the House of Lords, as a 
person with whom no member of his gavernnrant 
ought to have had any oorrespondmce or commit* 
nicatioti. 

Earl Grey was dignified in his manner as well as 
m his mind. This was apparent the moment you 
saw him. No one ever yet glanced hh eye at the 
noble Earl without being that instant struck with 
the dignity of his appearance. There was dignity 
in his looks and in every movement he madew It 
was still more viable when he rote to speak. 
Apart from the exalted station he filed in the 



councilt of the King, and tfae large space he filled 
m the public eye — for my obsenrations are confined 
to the period during which he was First Lord of 
the Treasury— rthere was somethhig in his aspect 
and denaeanour the moment he began to speak 
which could not fail to attract all eyee towards him, 
and command the deepest atteiition« 

With the dignified expressionr of his countenance, 
diere was blended a deep-'Seated habitual gravity i 
and a profoundly thoughtful air* He scarcely 
ever<^-4md never except in very peculiar circum- 
stances-^spoke on any other than questions of the 
deepest importance* When he began his speech 
he usually did so in so low a tone as to be hardly 
audible twelve or fourteen yards distant. His 
utterance in the outset was slow, and his manner 
partook a good deal of the gravity of his appear* 
ance. As he advanced, his voice gradually rose in 
the distinctness of its tones, till he became perfectly 
audible in all parts of the House, including the 
space outside the bar^ and the space behind the 
Throne, set apart for members of the other House, 
But though thus sufficiently audiUe when he got 
into the midst of his subject, he never spoke in what 
could be called a loud tone. His voice was soft 
and pleasant, and his articulation clear^ He could 
.vooderate his voice at pleasure, and generally did 
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$Q with great judgment and effect. He was not n 
showy speaker : there was nothing of a clap-trap 
character in his oratory ; but he was always grace- 
ful and correct, as well as dignified. The tones of 
his voice often indicated strong feeling and oon« 
^iderable animation ; his action hardly ever. He 
seldom made any use of his arms when speaiising* 
His usual practice was to join his hands, and then 
allow them to repose on his person for eight or- ten 
minutes* He would then separate thea^ and after 
suffering them to hang loose by his nde, would put 
both to his back, where he would again j<nn them, 
and continue in that attitude for other eight or ten 
n)inutes. Beyond this, he seldom made any use of 
bis arms when addressing the House. In his per- 
son, otherwise, he made a good many movements. 
When speaking with unwonted warmth or energy, 
he seldom stood many seconds on the same spot, or 
presented to the House the same attitude. He 
would first advance two or three steps towards the 
centre of the House,^ and then retrace them. At 
one time he turned his face in the direction of the 
lA)rd Chancellor on the Woolsack immediately 
before the Throne ; at another, you saw his back to 
the Woolsack, and his face towards the bar. When 
addressing their Lordships, he never looked any of 
them in the face : his eyes were usually fixed ofi 
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the flom*, or on some of the benches, a few feet from 
where he stood. 

Lord Grey's matter was always excellent. You 
saw the man of superior talent in every sentence 
be uttered. I have said his judgment was sound ; 
his mind was also vigorous and acute. He never 
took a narrow or one-sided view of any question : 
he viewed it in ail its bearings. 

The felicity of his replies was the admiration of 
every one who ever heard him answer an opponent ; 
and the wonder was how, on a moment's notice, he 
could so triumphantly demolish the positions of an 
adversary. I account for this in a great measure 
from the circumstance I have just mentioned of his 
having previously surveyed the subject in all its 
relations. This enabled him to anticipate the line 
of argument which the Opposition would most pro-^ 
bably take, and c^ course afford him a previous 
opportunity of preparing himself for a triumphant 
refutation of the objections which would be urged 
to his measures. At the same time, every one must 
admit that one of the leading attributes of his mind 
was a quickness of perception, joined to a remarkable 
readiness and felicity of expression. I never knew 
kmtin whose replies were so complete, without being 
redundant. Re had, above any speaker I ever 
heard in either House of Parliament, or anywhere 
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eke, the happy knack of urging erery thing necea** 
sary for the triumphant establishment of his caae, 
without adding one superfluous word. It was 
undoubtedly in reply that he excelled. In making 
a set speech, he was always clear in bis statements, 
sound in his reasonings, ample in his illustratians 
without overlaying them, and correct in his style y 
but you missed the warmth, the animation, the 
originality of conception, and the Sequence, which 
always characterised his replies to a talented oppo^ 
nent. 

Earl Grey never appealed to the passions of 
noble Lords. What he aimed at was to convince 
their judgments of the propriety and jui^ice of the 
measures he brought forward. Stitwig in the con- 
sciousness of the purity of his motives, and deeply 
impressed with the reasonableness and necessity of ^ 
the course of policy he pursued, he thought that if 
any particular measure was brought fairly and dis- 
passionately under the consideration of his brother 
Peers, it could not fail to tommand their inward 
approbation and outward concurrence. To attempt 
to intimidate their Lordships into an assent to hi« 
measures, by depicting the probable consequences 
of their rejection, was an expedient m political 
tactics to which he never had recourse. Indeed, 
JBari Grey could hardly be xsalled a pcJitfcian in 
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die proper acceptation of the term; for be koev 
nothing of those tricks and stratagems so often 
fimployed bj others, whether Whigs or Tories, 
vho have been called on to fill the same situar 
tion, — with a view to preserve or strengthen their 
(Jrovemment. 

Lord Grey was at all tim^s careful to avoid per- 
aonalities when speaking of noble Lords on the 
opposite side of the House. I do not remember 
that any of his opponents ever accused him of 
making use of personal allusions. Nor was he 
himself, to the best of my recollection, the subject 
of personalities on the part of his opponents. As 
already hinted, there was something in the very 
i^pearance of the man which could not fail to 
disarm all such unw:orthy hostility. They were 
always forward to avow their most cordial esteem 
for him privately, however much they were com- 
pelled to differ with him in regard to his mea- 
sures. 

To say that Earl Grey was altogether indiffer- 
^t towards the approbation of his fellow men, 
would be to say of him what could not, with truth, 
be said of any man who has the ordinary feelings 
of human nature in his bosom. But I believe there 
are few men who would be more ready to sacrifice 
their popularity to their principles, when the neces- 
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Kty arose, than the noble Earl at all times was; 

Grateful as the approbation of his fellow-subjects 

inusl have been to his mind,- 

to be to the mind of every n 

the acquisition or forfeiture 

weigh a feather in the scale i 

sures. He resolved on ac 

views of justice and necesmty 

cause he adopted would evei 

to the mind of every intelligent reflecting person. 

Perhaps few Ministers have ever had to carry on 
the government of any country amidst such formid- 
able difficulties as those with which the noble 
Earl had to contend. He was placed betwixt two 
great parties— the one great in underhand influ- 
ence, and the other great both in numbers and 
moral power. I refer to the Court party on the 
one hand, and to the people on the other. The 
views and interests of these * were wide as the pole* 
anunder. The one pulled one way, the other 
another. The one called and intrigued for more 
moderate measures, the other urged him to movft 
more rapidly in an onward course ; and when he 

* It li not to be denied that a namcricsl rnqjorlty of the 
nation wet* latterly diiaatufled with the meaiura of Earl 
<irey, and were anxioiu to see hii Admlnlitrstloii dJapUctd 
by one of it more liberal character. 
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triumphed over the intrigues of the one, and would 
not quicken his pace to meet the views of the other, 
both secretly wished, and assiduously laboured, for 
his overthrow. Both, however, laboured in vain. 
When his government fell, it was because of in- 
ternal divisions, not from the intrigues or attacks 
of open foes. 

The breaking up of Lord Grey's government, 
however, was not in itself a source of mortification 
to the noble Earl — though he must have felt 
acutely the indiscretion of some of its members — - 
for he had long wished to retire from public life. 
That he entertained this wish long before he came 
to the resolution of resigning into the hands of His 
Majesty the seals of office, was well known to all 
his private friends. A large portion both of the 
press and public thought differently; and at the 
very time his desire to get rid of the anxieties of 
power and retire into the privacy of domestic life 
was felt in its greatest force, he- was day after day, 
hour after hour, charged with clinging to office 
with an undue tenacity of grasp. 

Though aristocratic in no ordinary degree, Lord 
Grey was sensibly alive to the finer feelings of 
human nature. He admired those qualities in 
others which formed the leading features in his 
own character. Lord Althorp, because of his pro- 
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verbial honesty of purpose and straightforwardness 
of manner, was perhaps the man, of all others asso* 
dated with him in the Cabinet, he most esteemed. 
It is certain that towards the noble Lord he enter** 
tained the most unfeigned respect ; and hence, on 
Lord Althorp^s secession from his government, he 
felt very much in the same way as if he had sus- 
tained a personal bereavement. The kindnesses, too, 
which were shown him by the King produced an 
overpowering impression on his mind. When he 
rose to make his farewell speech, as a Minister 
of the Crown, his feelings quite overcame him. 
After standing for some time, without uttering a 
word, he was obliged to resume his scat ; and it was 
not until a glass of water was brought him, that he 
was able to commence his address. 

In dealing with the Opposition, Earl Grey was 
remarkable for his fairness. He would have scorned 
to take any undue advantage of an opponent, how- 
ever great the temptation which such opponent*! 
speech held out to him to do so. He is the only 
man of any note m either House whom I do not 
recollect to have ever heard charged with mis- 
representing what had fallen from the speakers on 
the opposite side. That high sense of honour and 
honesty, to which I have before alluded, was always 
sufficient to prevent bis availing himself of any 
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advantage which such adventitious circumstances 
would have afforded to his cause. He alwi^ys 
sought to groynd the success of his measures on 
their own inherent merits. 

His language was beautifully correct, without 
being what is called elegant His periods were 
well turned, but they had nothing ornamental about 
them. His style united simplicity with vigour in 
no ordinary degree. Both, his ideas and expres- 
sions were so clear, that it was impossible for any 
one to mistake his meaning. 

He was not so insensitive to the attacks of his 
opponents as was generally supposed. Those who 
knew him intimately, were well aware that his 
sensibilities in this respect were not blunted by the 
cares and anxieties of office. But he had great 
command over his temper. His philosophy had 
taught him the great advantages to a man holding 
so important a situation as he did, of concealing 
any soreness he might feel from the conduct of 
an opponent* He knew that to betray a loss of 
temper at the attacks of the adverse party, was pre- 
cisely the way to invite a repetition of such attacks. 
He therefore resolved to subject his temper in this 
respect to a severe course of discipline. He suc- 
cessfully carried his resolution into effect. 

I am inclined to think that his temper was easily 
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irritated ; and I have on two or three occaidoiTs 
teen it burst through all the restraints he had im- 
posed upon it But I do not recollect having seen 
him betray any great loss of temper at any par- 
ticular speech, or part of a speech, c^ an appofoent 
When I have witnessed the noble EarPs usuid 
equanimity disturbed, it has always been at what 
he conceived the factious opposition which the 
Tories offered to his policy generally. In the 
Session of 1834, a riiort time before he retired from 
the councils of his Majesty, he expressed bimsrif 
with considerable warmth and irritation at the cir- 
cumstance of the Tories harassing and thwarting 
his government by bringing forward motion after 
motion in opposition to his mea8ures,-^while they 
refused to press those motions to a division, as that 
would have displaced a government which they 
themselves were not prepared to succeed. 

Lord Grey has a great deal of the aristocrat 
about him. He is proud of his title : he rejoices 
in the long line of an illustrious ancestry. He 
appreciates learning and talent ; but the nobility 
of nature could never in his eyes atone for the want 
of the nobility of name. I question whether the most 
unintellectual nobleman in the realm was not a 
far greater man, in his estimation, than Sir Walter 
Scott. In his mannas there was a good deal of 
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this aristocratic feeling visible. Most persons wfad 
liave had occasion to meet witJi him, have observed 
a certain distancy and reservedness about him. It 
was the same feeling that made him openly avow, 
in his place in Parliament, that if a conflict should 
happen to take place between his order, and the 
people, he would stand or fall by his order ; in 
other words^ he would sacrifice the interests of the 
whole nation to the preservation of a mere arti- 
ficial distinction to about four hundred individuals 
moving in the same rank of society as himself. 

Lord Grey seldom carried on any conversation^ 
when in the House, with his colleagues in office. 
He invariably sat at the end, furthest from the 
Throne, of the front b^Dch, on the right hand of 
the Lord Chancelkr, in the centre of the House. 
That, indeed, is the seatapprojmated to the Prime 
Minister and his colleagues, in the Lords; but from 
the position in which he almost invariably placed 
himself, he was to all intents and purposes alone 
while in the House. His left leg was generally 
placed over his right, while his head rested on his 
hand, and his elbow on the back of the bend) ; his 
back was consequently towards bis colleagues, so 
that the one nearest to him could carry on no con- 
versation with him. The noble Earl evidently had 
a disinclination to conversation in the House. One 
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reason may have bee« that constitutional reserve to 
which I have referred already as being so visible to all 
who ever had any intercourse with him, and which 
was often evinced in his interviews with even his 
colleagues in office. Another, and most probably 
the principal reason, I take to be, that he was 
particularly anxious to w^^h with the closest at- 
tention the proceedings in the House, which he 
could not have done had he engaged in conversa- 
tion either with his colleagues or with any other 
Peer. Whether I am right in this conjecture or 
not, this much was clear, that never, had any 
member of that House a more vivid impression of 
what was said and done by others than he had. 
His replies to his oppcments afforded ample proof 
of this; for not only, as I before renmrked, did no 
Opposition Peer ever, as far as I can recollect at this 
moment, accuse him of misrepresenting what he 
said, but he generally gave their own phraseology 
as well as their own sentiments. 

I spoke in a previous part of this sketch of the 
habitual gravity or seriousness of appearance of the 
noble Earl. Whether this was constitutional, or 
whether it was chiefly to be ascribed to the com- 
bined effiects of a deep sense of the responsibility 
of his situation, and his advanced age — he is now 
in his seventy-second year— I have no means of 
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knowing, not having been in the way of seeing him 
before he was called to preside over the councils of 
his Sovereign. Of this I am certain, that never 
was a Prime Minister more thoroughly imbued 
with a conviction of the responsibility of that sta* 
tion, than was the noble Earl. All his conduct 
showed this. I have already stated that he never 
engaged in rash legislation ; and his speeches inva- 
riably proved, that in framing his measures he had 
always his eye on their probable, though it should 
be remote, consequences, as well as on those which 
were certain and immediate. He held himself ac- 
countable to posterity as well as to the present gene- 
ration for the measures he brought forward. It 
was clear to every one in the habit of seeing him, 
that for the last twelve months he was in power, he 
was most anxious to be relieved of "the responsi- 
bilities of office; though, as already stated, the 
Journals adverse to his government reproached him 
with clinging to it with an undue tenacity of grasp. 
This, indeed, is well known, for on retiring from 
the councils of his Majesty he publicly men* 
tioned that he had often expressed that wish to his 
private friends. It was evident that his bodily 
powers were gradually sinking. The opinion of 
many, as well as myself, was, that in the Session of 
1834, his frame was yielding so perceptibly to his 
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intense mental anxiety, that, had he struggled much 
longer against it, nature must have given way in 
the effort. His intellectual powers, however, were 
as vigorous as ever — his views were as enlightened 
and comprehensive — his judgment was as sound— 
and his perception as quick. A more feeling or able 
speech — a speech in better taste in the delicate 
circumstances in which he was placed — was, perhaps, 
never made, than the one he delivered when an- 
nouncing to his brother Peers that his Majesty had 
accepted his resignation as First Minister of the 
Crown. 

Lord Grey is somewhat above the middle size, 
and of slender form for one of his advanced age. Of 
late his accumulated years have given him something 
of a crouching appearance; but he walks with a 
tolerably quitk and firm step. His countenance, as 
I have already intimated, indicates deep thought, 
mingled with an expression of melancholy. His eyes 
are small, but beam with intelligence. In the latter 
respect they harmonize with his finely developed 
ample forehead. His features are small and regular, 
and the wrinkles the finger of time has left on his face 
are neither so numerous or deep as might be expected 
in one who has not only seen so many years pass over 
his head, but of whose protracted existence so large 
a part has been occupied with matters of the deepest 
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importance, and which must of necessity have 
been the source of the deepest anxiety to his mind. 
His complexion presents a mixture of ruddiness 
and paleness. What the original colour of his hair 
may have been, I know not ; now it is of a light 
grey, made so by the number of years which have 
stolen over his head. 

Earl Grey has been only once or twice in tlie 
House since he ceased to be Prime Minister ; and 
there is very little probability, from his known par- 
tiality to the privacy of domestic life, of his again 
ever crossing its threshold. As, however, he seems to 
be wonderfully healthy in body for a man of his age, 
as well as vigorous in mind, there is reason to hope 
he may yet be spared some years to enjoy that 
repose in the bosom of his family which the promU 
nent part he acted in the theatre of public life 
denied him until within the last twelve months. 

Lord Durham is the great and only hope of the 
Movement party. They look forward with confi- 
dence to his accession, at no distant day, to the 
Premiership, and associate with this anticipated 
event the political regeneration of the country. His 
personal Appearance and manners are by no means of 
that kind which one usually pictures out in his mind 
^ when endeavouring to form a conception of the 
genuine Radical. With the << Radicals of the 
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right sort^ — I use tbdr own pbra8^1ogj*-*one 
always associates a certain rudeness of manner and 
a bddness approaching to ferocity of countenance. 
Lord Durham has ndther of these qualities. Hia 
countenance has a pleasing, cdndliatbry, modest 
expression. There is something, indeed, feminine 
in it. You would fancy he was so timid as not to 
be able to muster sufficient courage to op^n bis 
mouth in public ; and nothing can be more gei>- 
tlemanly than his demeanour. He is a good^ 
looking man ; of dark complexion, and of small 
dhd regular features. His eyes assimilate to the 
deep blue ; they are small, but piercing. His eye- 
lashes are prominent, from the jet-black colour <^ 
his hair. His face is something between the rmmd 
and oyal form. He is of the middle height, and 
is handsomely formed. 

His Lordship'^s political opinions are of the most 
Kberal and uncompromising kind. I question if 
there be a member of the Upper House — Jifiih the 
single excepticHi, perhaps, of Lord Radnor-^H^ho 
carries his Liberalism to the same extreme. He has 
declared himself for household suffrage, triennial 
Parliaments*, and the vote by ballot. There is not 

* It is understood the noble Lord would prefer annual 
ParUamentSy though he thinks triennial, w'xQi houBtikM.^ 
8uffra|;e and vote by ballot, would secure cheap and good 
government. 
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perhaps a single loeinber, of mtber party, in the 
House whose publk life bas been wore etntiglit- 
forward and consistent througboiit. On noocofWQQ 
has be deviated from the principlefi with which bfl 
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the bluett, degree. He never beoomet dull or 
heavy : he cannot make a bad t^eeA ; at least he 
aerer has yet done wo. He is, periiapi, one of tha 
moat equal men in the matter of his apcedies, in 
either House. Lord &oiigham and otba: <tiatia- 
^iabed niembcn often make spleodid speeches, but 
then they are comparatirely dull on other occaaiona. 
Lord Durham scarcely ever varies either way to any 
perceptible extent, except whereihe subject of neces< 
nty precludes the possibility of an effective speech. 
Whenever he rises, if the subject will admit of it, 
you may rest assured that you wUI hear a speedi 
of superior abihty and of considerable eloquence. 
His matter is always argumentative: I am not 
sure if there be a more close and powerful reasmer, 
taking his speeches oo the whole, on either nde c^ 
the House. He deals httle in genialities, and 
•carcdy ever utters a declamatory sentence. With 
one or two introductOTy observations he dashes 
into the midst of the subject, and at once proceeds, 
if his speech be not in reply to some opponent, 
to establish, by a course of logical reasoning, 
some position which he had indicated in the 
first two or three sentences. If speaking in reply, 
which he generally does, he loses no time in pro* 
rguments of his ad* 
pples with a boldneaa 
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knd succeie not often to be witneMed. He ia a 
fbrmidKble o|^>onent : very few on the oppodte 
■de enoouDter biro, if they can help it. Not that 
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clear : you are never at a loss for a moment to 
percdve the object the speaker has in view; nor 
ean you fail to see the means whidi appear to 
him most likely to accomplish it. Every ai^u-f 
ment he uses is felt by you in all its cogency ; 
and not only do you perceive the force of the 
argum^it itself, but you cannot withhold from 
him your admiration of the way in which he has 
enforced it. 

His extemporaneous resources are ample, and 
he trusts entirely to them, excepting in those cases 
in which the duty may devolve on him of intro^ 
ducing a measure embracing various details and 
involving some important prindple. In that case 
he takes, as almost all members of either House do, 
notes of the leading points to which he means to 
advert in the course of his speech. It is only in 
these cases, and to this extent, that he prepares 
himself previous to his speaking in the House* 
His confidence in his powers of improvisation has 
never, on any occasion, turned out to be misplaced. 
His utterance is always prompt and easy. No one 
ever yet saw him at a loss, either for an idea, or for 
suitable language wherewith to express it. In the 
stores of a correct and copious diction, he is in 
affluent circumstances. His style is always exceU 
lent. Occasionally, perhaps, it were better, in so 
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ftr «s regards efibct, if it were not k> amootb : tbe 
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perused his q>eeche8 with ordinary attention must 
have been struck with the vein of close and powerful 
arp;ument which pervades them from beginning to 
end. 

His Lordship^s elocution is good: occasionally^ for 
the reason I have mentioned, it is not sufficiently 
impassioned. His voice is soft and pleasant ; it 1$ 
clear in its tones, but has very little flexibility. He 
is always audible. His delivery has what may be 
called a slight rapidity. His manner is graceful : 
the little gesture he uses is natural, and the 
tranquil champaign of his face is seldom troubled 
by anything in the shape of undue warmth or ex- 
citement. This is perhaps the more remarkable, 
as he is well known to be of an irritable tempera- 
ment. To see his calm, unassuming manner, nothing 
would convince you that he possessed sufficient 
nerve or decision of character to utter half a dozen 
sentences in the hearing of a public assembly. How 
great, then, must be your surprise when you observe 
from the tones of his voice, and the uncompromising 
character of his principles, that he is one of the 
firmest and most determined men in either House. 
He never trims, or minces his creed, though he 
knows, not only that the three hundred and odd 
Peers on the opposite side, regard it with absolute 
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abhorrence, but that the seventy or eighty who sit 
on the same side with him^ view them as alike ultra 
and impracticable. In the face of an audience so 
constituted, Lord Durham stands up as erect and 
resolute as if he were going to harangue the 
most purely and unredeemably-Radical assemblage 
which ever congregated together. Nothing can 
flurry or put him down. There is not a man of 
stronger nerve^ in the House. 

It is his misfortune, as I have already stated, to 
be under the government of an iU-disciplined 
temper. His irritable disposition has, in one or 
two cases, led him into false positions. It is to this 
cause that the prosecutions he instituted two or 
three years ago against several of the newspapers 
are to be ascribed. When the momentary irri- 
tation was over, he at once abandoned these pro- 
secutions. It is right, however, to mention that 
his conduct in the House has never afforded any 
indication of a fiery temper. There he is always 
cool and collected in his manner, and respectful, 
though decided, in the language in which he 
expresses himself towards an opponent. 

His Lordship was the framer of the first Reform 
Bill, which every one knows was of a much more 
liberal character than the measure which is now the 
law of the land. That a man of Earl Grey^s 

o 
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caution should have entrusted his son-in-law* m 
the execution of so important a task, shows the high, 
opinion he must have entertained of the soundness, 
of his judgment as well as the superiority of bis. 
talents. Lord Durham is quite a young man to 
be in the House of Peers^ being only in the forty* 
fourth year of his age. 

The Earl of Radnor is distinguished from aU 
other noble Lords by the ultra liberalism of his 
opinions. He is the nearest aj^proach to a perfect 
Radical in the House. For many years — ^for the 
last twelve or fifteen at least^^he was not only a 
devoted admirer of Cobbetl^s opinions cmd writings, 
but an ardent friend to him personally. Cobbett 
used to say his Lordship was the only nobleman who 
understood the iirst principles of politics, and that 
hi^ were the only speeches in the Upper House 
worth a moment^s attention. Lord Brougham, 
even as a man of talent, was not worthy of being 
compared with the Eaiiof Radnor. When Cobbett 
started as candidate for the representation of some 
town, the name of which I now forget, in 1828, 
Lord Radnor evinced the interest he felt in his 
success by subscribing 50/. to assist in defraying 
the expenses of the election. Cobbett, however, 

* Lord Durham is married to one of Earl Grey's daugh- 
ters. 
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was unsuccesefiil in his appeal to the constituency 
of the borougli in question. 

Lord Radnor's talente are above mediocrity, but 
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of the subject This obsenratioD applies to iw 
politics generally ; it appUes with special force in 
refereDce to his piiociples respecting the Church 
and Dissenters* Judg^ fi^m the. «eal he has 
always evinced in bis eflRirts to bring about the 
repeal of all disabilities cansed.by dissent from the 
Churchy he is a greater friend to reltgiovis ihaBF civil 
liberty. His strmnv>ua exertions for the removal 
of the Cathoiie disahtlkies ar^ known to all; so 
also are his zealous^ and unremitting efiorts for the 
repeal ai 4he Test and Corporation Acts. These 
two measures being carried into ^ect^ he has of late 
applied himself, with an aodour which nothing can 
damp, to get rid of certain well-known oaths which 
every person must take who graduates at the 
English Univeraties, and wfaieh,he maintains, proves 
in a majority iOf cases, f o be a species of perjury. 
On the subject of exdoding I)i8so:)ters from the 
University I of Oxford^ he also feels strongly; and 
be never lets an <^portunity sUp of pouring rOut the 
vials^f his wmtbon the Chumb^ because of her in- 
tolerance in this respect I^e possesses great moral 
courage; and has again and again fearlessly en^ 
countered the hostile £ront which the, Bench of 
Bishops, always assumes, when the exdusive privi- 
leges of the Church, or her alleged imprc^Miety of 
conduct^ are discussed ia the House. He equally 
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disregards their implied anathemas becattse of the 
alleged impiety of seeking to lay hifcmls on the 
Church, and the op&n denunciations of perdition 
which isire hurled at his head by Lords Winchilsea, 
Roden, and other Pe^rs of the iatne class of opi- 
nions on matters directly pertaining to the Protest- 
ant Establishment. 

His voice is excellent : it is rich and full in its 
tones, and possesses much flexibility, though he 
does not often make any efibrt to turn its capabili- 
ties to advantage. He does not, in ■ general, speak 
in a loud key, but always sufficiently so to be dis- 
tinctly heard in all parts of the House. His utter- 
ance is, if anything, slow ; but it falls pleasantly 
on the ear. H^ does not stammer, and seldom is 
at a loss for a word. He proceeds easily and with 
considerable fluency, once he i* fairly into his sub- 
ject, until he resume his seat. His speeches are 
usually short ; indeed the strictness with which he 
confines himself to the leading points bearing on 
the subject, necessarily insures brevity. His ges- 
ture is monotonous and moderate. He stands in 
pretty much the same position — with his face to the 
Lord Chancellor— from the time he begins till he 
resumes hid seat. He raises and lowers his right 
arm with some rapidity, but does not embrace a 
great sweep in its movements. Lord Radnor's 
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personal appearance is commanding ; and with bis 
fine voice and good mattar it would, with a little 
more energy and animation of mimner, make him an 
effective speaker. He is tall and well made: his 
frame has every appearance of robustness about it ; 
and the glow of health is visible in his countenan^. 
His features, which are regular, wear ati expres- 
sion of firmness^ mingled with oom^erable com- 
posure of mind. His face iiMslines to the oval 
shape. His complexion is sallow, and his hair of 
a greyish colour. No one would suppose, forming 
his opinion from the personal appearance of hai^ 
Radnor« that be was so far advanced in life as bis 
fifty-sev^th year. 

The Earl oi Carnarvon is a young man of Yery 
great promise ; his maiden speech, a few years since, 
almost electrified the House, and bis subsequent 
efibrts as an orator and senator have certainly not 
disappdnted the expectations which his success 
on that ocicasion inspired. He speaks with great 
fluency, and his language is alwajrs correct, often 
eloquent. His voice is strong and flexible, but h!e 
does not at all times give it full scope. It is only 
occasionally that he furnishes their Lordships with 
a proof of its capabilities. His utterance ta in good 
taste : it is neither too rapid nor too slpw« His 
gesture is animated, but not extravagant. Alto* 
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gether he is a tolerably graceful speaker. You see 
such an earnestness and such a visible sincerity in 
bis fuaniieri that you cannot £dl to be pleased with 
him, however much you may disapprove of his 
principles, or however much you may dissent from 
his arguinents. His matter is always good. He 
' is free from the sin which generally attaches to 
young speakers, namely, that of being wordy* 
His sentences are tastefully constructed ; sometimes 
they are polished to a degree that weakens their 
native force ; but still you can never accuse him of 
quackery. Your mind is always more intently fixed 
on the idea than on the mere phrasediogy which 
expresses it. He seldom clothes the progeny of his 
brain in any gaudy or meretricious apparel : he 
nsay, in this respect, be said to be in the fashion, 
without being a dandy. You recognise the man 
of talent in every sentence he utters. If he seldom 
rises into the regions of genius, you never detect 
him descending to commonplace. He docs not 
startle or overwhdm you by some striking or bril- 
liant conceptions; but he arrests your attention 
Che instant he rises, and it is not in your power to 
withdraw it for a moment, until he has thought fit 
to resume his seat His speeches are often full of 
powerful argument. He usually reasons with great 
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closeoetB, and with logical predsiofi. His illustra- 
tions are, for the nost part, ample and happy ; be 
takes a careful and comp-ehensive new of bis sub- 
ject before be utters a syllable upon it There are 
few men on either side of die House, or in either 
House, who see their way more clearly, and who 
are, consequently, less liable, to use a familiar phrase, 
to be caught tripping He, who ob the of^wsite 
side of the House, volunteers an answer to the 
noble Earl's speech, undertakes a task, the ch^« 
cutties of which he will not fitid to disappear the 
more the nearer he apptoaohes it. The noble Earl 
is a man of considerable Kterary reputation; be 
has published several tragedies aind vcriumes of 
travels, which hare met with a fitvouraUe reception 
from the publtc. 

His personal appearance b against him : he is 
rather above the usual height, but sparely, and, to 
all appearance^ weakly made. His face hasmueh 
in it of the conformation and expression of that of a 
Jew : his ndse is particularly like that of a descea- 
dant of Abraham* A stranger meeting him in the 
streets would immediately set him down as of Jewish 
origin, if not a Jew, in point of fact* His face, like 
his body, is thin : his eye-sight is not good; and 
he is, consequently, obliged to wear spectades* His 
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eoaiplexian b daA, aad Ua hair of a colour aearly 
qipmocfaiiig to j^ Uaek. As he is jet ooly in 



2118 SAEL MULORAVE* 

tions from weD-known authors, espedally poets. 
His speeches are not remarkable for doseness or 
power of argumoDt ; Uioug^, on ooeasions, I have 
heard him make some happj efforts m that way : 
neither does he throw nueh new li^t on ^tbe view 
of the subjed; which he takes. The natter of his 
speeches is most meritorious for its clearness of 
oonocpdoni and the ease and felicity with whirii 
he expresses his sendmeiits. You never lose sight 
of the point to which he wishes to conduct .yau; 
neither are you Ured of his guardianskip. Tbcie 
is something wianing in his manner ; he is one of 
those to whose company you get attached^ and 
with whom you like to trarel the way, even shouid 
you diflfer with each other. 

The noble Earl was, some years ago, a good- 
looking man: since that time he has altered 
considerably to the worse. Still you see. in his 
face and general appearance, the remains of what, 
in ^)eaking of a lady, would be called former 
personal attractions. His complexion is sallow, 
and Uie expression of his countenance is that of 
a person in an impaired state of health. His hair is 
black, and is always formed into a profusion of 
curls ; whether this be nature^s handy-work, or the 
r^ult of the frisemrU skill, I have no means of 
knowing. His eye is quick, and has sometbii^ 
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very expressive of intelligence* His faoe ineUoes 
to the elongated form. Ft>om his appearande 
you would infer his age was at least forty«-fivey 
though it is c»ly thirty-^nine. 

The Earl of BuaEnAinxiN's name may be said 
to have been, for the first time, brought b^ore the 
public by the ciroumslance of his being sdected to 
second the late Address to his Majesty. That was 
his maidaEi speech in the House; but as.it was 
carefally prepared, and was spoken eatirely from 
memory, it does not afford ady materials by which 
to judge ot his talents. His voice is fine 2 it is 
dear and pleasant, and apparently passe«iea col)- 
siderable compass; but in this instance be did 
not give it sufficient scope to enable me to form a 
judgment of &e full extent of its capabilities. 
His elocution was also in many respects entitled to 
mudi commendation; but before he had spoken 
two or three sentences, it must have been apparent 
to all who heard him that be hlul not yet got 
rid of the formality and stiffness-of »^ool* His 
oratory had all the oharactaristics of a r^itation at 
some annual academical exhibition. In regard to 
talent, there was not much to admire in the noble 
EarPs speech ; but it would be unfair to estimate 
his abilities, under any circumstances, by the 
success of a first effort : it would be especially so 
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in such a case as the present, when he was, l^ a 
sort of implied neeessity, bound down to certain 
topics, and a certain manner of adverting to them. 
He is undoubtedly a young noUeman of gteat 
promise in so ftur as bis career at the Univetiity of 
Cambridge is concerned, from that uairenity he 
carried away the highest honours. If Mb abili- 
ties as an orator and legislator should he bot tieariy 
equal to his talents as a sdielar, he cannot fail J6 
rise to great disttnetion; and AavM bis present 
prospect of sueeeediog to the title mod estate of 
the Duke of Devonshire be nealiaed, the infliitnce 
which his talents will necessarily insure to Imn, 
will be greatly increased by the accident of his 
filling the highest station ni sodety tor which a- sofa^ 
ject can be raised. 

In person he is about Ae ordinary size^ and efsL 
handsome make. His features are regular and 
pleasing. The form of his £sce tncKnes to nw 
tundity. The expression oS bis countenance is 
that oi intelligence and mildness. His complexion 
is slightly tinged with ruddiness, and his hair is of « 
darkish hue. His appearance is genUemttdy. As 
he is only in his twenty-eighth year, and has only 
been a very short time in the House, his career as a 
senator will be watched with interest for some years 
to come* 
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Though Lord Fifb^s mune very seMom comes 
before the public eye iu hii ampacity o( a member 
of the Le^slature, it is one with which every body 
18 familiar. The ndble Earl was first brou^t 
piomixieiitly into notice in 1820, under die Castle- 
rea^ dynastyi In coneequenoe of his dismissal by 
that Minister from the office of Lord of the 
Bed-GfaambeT) because^ in oompliaoce equally with 
the wishes of his constituents and the dictates of 
bb.own eoaiscienoei he had the moral courage to 
vote * in eppositioci to the then Adurinistration, for 
a repeal of the Malt Tax. The dismissal oi Lord 
Fife> under the circumstances in which it took place^ 
from the office in question, excited inucb interest 
at the time in the public mind. It was lopked 
upon as a tyrannical act, especially as the noble 
Lord almost invariably supported the Ministry 
who pvad^aed it towards him. A scnrt of portrait 
of hk Lovddup, pougbly executed, but a happy 
lik^fiess^ was sooti:after to be ^^b- in the window 
of every print-seller in the country, under the 
rather happy title of ** The Dii^arged Fife-er." 
The publicity wbidi the circumstances connected 

* The noUe Lord was at diis time a member of the Hoase 
of Commons. 
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with his disnrisaal from the abore offfice gave his 
mme^ hod hardly begun to die away, when it wb» 
again brought prominently forward in connection 
with the name of a very popular actress, to whom 
he was said to be warmly attached. Of late^ his 
Lordship has chiefly spent bis time in retirement 
at his seat in Banffshire, in the north of Scotland, 
and consequently his name has not been so fre- 
quently before the pubHc. 

He is a man of liberal princtples; he steadily 
supported the administration of iiarl Orey during 
its four years' existence; he neter, howerer, so £gq* 
as I recollect, made more than otie speech during 
that time: that speech was not on any questioD 
before the House, but only on his presentation, in 
1832, of a petition from Keith, a small town in tbB 
north of Scodiuid) in fiivour of Befln*m« HJ6 
Lordship spoke on the oceanon fior about thirty or 
forty minutes. His mind i&not Tigorous nor conr- 
prehensive; he is incapable of taking enlarged dt 
prc^und views of any question, or of graj^lh^ with 
the arguments of an opponent; but there is gedl^ 
rally something amusing in what he says^ When a 
member of the other House of Parliament he o&rnn 
used to make long speeches in different parts of 
the counties of Aberdeen, Banff, and Elgin, which 
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were cUefly remarkable fur the unbounded latitude 
of topic and illustration he allowed hiins^. Some- 
titiMB he had topics without illuatratiooB ; but more 
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would fly with you again, ovaieaping the 
of time and space, to the war in the Peoinaula, in 
which he had taken a part, aiid from wfaiob he had, 
at the time I Ipeak of, been only a few years 
returned. You had scarcely had time lo take breath* 
when, with the rapidity of thought, back he flew 
with you to Eigin^ for Che purpose of lavi^i^ 
compliments oa its <* bonnie lassies*'* In this way 
he wouM have gone on f<M* an hour at a time, 
disdaining to be trammelled by any rules or m^hod» 
These speeches were usually made at geaeeal deer 
tions; but they had no immediate bearing on the 
politics of the day. The fact k, he never could, 
by any exertion, confine himself i^etly for a few 
minutes at a time to any particular subject. He 
often, at the period to whidi I allude, made 
long speeches without any apparent definite ob^ 
ject in view when he oommenced, bey^Dad that 
of making a speech. It is said ai. a ceklnratnd 
mathematician, that he wondered what people could 
see in the Iliad of Homer to admire, for it apr 
peared to him to prove nothing, — his mind being 
so Itbsorbed in mathematical demonstrations as to 
have no rdish for any thing else. It certainly 
might have been said of Lord Fife's speeches at the 
time I refer to, with the strictest truth, that they 
proved nothing; they had ndthar head nor tail; 
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they vferei as to reasonifigi without. begij;imiig» 
middle, :or end; still, as I before mf rationed, tbeiv 
was alwafys scmetbing amusing ia what he said ;, ix> 
feet, the very variety of bis mattfr-^wbidii by the 
way, always diowed «xtensiv« reading-r^ould pot 
iail to anni^e : there Wjere, too, often dfiverness, and 
sometimes wit, in bis detached observations. 

He is a bad speaker; his manner is awkward ; 
less gmceful gesture is seldom to be seen ; it is of 
that nondescript kind which defies description; 
suffice it to say, tb^% is plenty of it ; vfheA it wants 
in quality is made up in quantity to those who will 
accept theJatter as a substitute fc^ the form?r« 
His voice is not good; it wants clearness and variety 
of tone ; itisag^eavated by a wretched emindatiqn^ 
He^)eaks with some rapidity, but says less than a 
speaker who does not speak so fast would dp in the 
same space of time, owing to the frequency with 
whidi he stammers, and the time he takes to correct 
himseUl His style is of a |)ieee with his elocution ; 
it is unpolished and inacoun^e. 

Lord FHe^ when in the House, always occupies 
the beiidt fardiest back cm the Ministerial sjide; 
there he sits as much in retirement, and seemingly as 
much wrapped up in his own thoughts, as if '' the 
lone inhabitant of some desolate isle." He never 
carries on any conversation with any Peer on. the 
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adjoining bendies ; for, except on the occasion of a 
▼erj inportant debate, when the members mvBter 
strong, be always has the bench on whidi he sits to 
himself. He is not fVequent in his attendance oo 
his parfiamentary duties, eren when io town ; and 
when he does go to the House, he seldom remaUB 
long in it, unless a division be expected* When be 
quits die House, he walks home by himsdf, at bis 
own leisure, hardly ever casting a lode on any otie 
he meets. 

In person he is rather tall and handsome; his 
eye is quidc, dark, and full of lustre ; his features 
are small, but pleasing; his (kce incfines to the 
ovid form ; his complexion b dark, and his hair of 
a black colour. To see him walking in the streets^ 
no one would suppose that he has not only entered 
his sixty^'^ixtli year, but endured a good deal of 
hard service during the P^nsular war. 

The Earl of Fi tswilliam was for many years 
weli*known to the public as Lord Milton, and as a 
member of the Home of Commons, under that 
title* His politics have alwa]^ been of a deddedly 
liberal complexion; and perhaps few men have 
been more consistent, or zealous, or straightforward, 
than the noUe Lord, in hkadvoca^ of them. The 
subject, however, which of all others has most eQ-> 
gaged his attention, and in ooooeetion with whidi 
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he is best known, is that of the Corn Laws. When 
a member of the other Houie, he brought forward 
a motion annually for the repeal of those laws. Nor 
has his aeal in &vour of such repeal abated in the 
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presses himself with mudifuneeisioD? it is almost 
impoanble to misoonceWe his meanings or not to 
penoeiiw the appropriateness of die arguments which 
he advaDots in favour of his views of ady question. 
He has little, if anj, imaginatidki : he is diiefly a 
matter-of-faet man. He makes no effort at philo* 
aophioid reasoning; he chooses tihe most obvious 
aiffuments, and expresses them in plain binguage. 
The moat dittinguiahing qudtty of his mind is, 
perhaps, his great moral courage. Nothing will 
deter him fnxn die expression of Ins sentiments. 
The popularity or unpopularity of his principles in 
the Housevmake no diflSarence to him : he is equally 
fearless in their assertion, whether he have a willing 
audience, or not. Whether what, he says receive 
the applause or disapprobation of noble Lords^ is a 
circumstance which never for a moment concerns 
him. The boldness and pertinacity with which he 
presses his Com Law nodons on the House, for- 
nisbes a striking instance of this. A more onpopu^ 
lar proposition than the abolition of the Com Laws 
could not be made in their Lordships' House, 
unless, indeed, it were one, in accordance with the 
suggestions of the Destrucdves, for the extinc- 
don ahogether of that branch of the Legisla- 
ture. Even the Liberal Peers, with very few ex- 
ceptions, are equally strenuous supporters of a Corn 
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Law proteetioB, with the Tory side of the House. 
So d^ided are the opinions of noble Lords on this 
eubjeot, that niaeteeti out of every twenty of them, 
regard the proposal of Earl FitzwiHiain to cbaway 
with the Com Lawa, as a species of downti^t rob> 
bery of th^ir property. Tfaey make no disttncrtioB 
between the attempt t» repeal those laws, oad that 
of a footpad making a thrust at their poekets: if 
there be any difleren^j they dunk the attonpt of 
the latter to be the least reprehensible of the two, 
inasmuch as he runs the riek of receiving a broken 
head in the efibrt, or, perehance, a voyage to the 
antipodes ; while the former goes with perfect im- 
punity, because quite legally, to work. ThenoUe 
Earl is well aware that such ia the light in whaeh 
noble Lords r^^rd his stremious exertions to put 
an end to the Com Laws ; but the circumstance 
does not cause him a momei^s uneasiness; he 
heeds not their dislike or their displeatfure. He is 
equally fearless in the assertion of other extremely 
unpopular opinions. An inst^oe ooovrred tn the 
course of last Session : he had, in vitndicating the 
rights of the Dissenters to the same privileges as 
the members of the Church, applied the term 
^^ sect'*' to the Church, as Lord Hatbertoshad done 
before him, when the following admated alterca^n 
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between him and the ArcUnsiK^ of Canterbury 
occurred : — 

The Earl at Wicklow.— My Lords, I rise to 
order. The noHe Earl has not been even alluded 
to by the most reverend Prelate. The person 
alluded to was the noble Baron who spoke firom 
the back benches. If that noble Lord has any ob- 
servations to make, he has a right to speak ; but the 
noble Earl has no right, now, to rise in his place, in 
order to show how he understands his ^ Latin Gram- 
mar'^ and his ^^ Latin Dictionary." The noble Earl 
was entirely out of order in rising ; but, now, most 
grossly so, in persevering to maintain his ground. 

Lord Hatherton. — I beg to say, in explana- 
tion, that it is true I used the term <^ sect ;"* at the 
same time, I must say that I did not use it in the 
sense appHed to it by the most rev^end Prelate, 
but as it has been before used, with reference to the 
meeting in question. 

Earl Fitzwilliam. — I will now explain what 
I meant by a *^ sect,**' — that is, with the permission 
of the noble Earl opposite (the Earl of Wicklow), 
I will do so. What I say b, that the Church of 
England is as much a *' sect ^ as those classes of 
Dissenters from the Church which I enumerated. 
The Established Church, it is true, is the predomi- 
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nant sect ; and I confess that I am surprised that 
the most reverend Prelate should have felt himself 
called upon to express any regret at such a designa- 
tion of a Church to which he belcHigs. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury.-— I rise with 
reluctance to take a part in the present debate, 
contrary to my original intention : but I cannot sit 
in silence in your Lordships' House, and hear a 
ndble Lord, formerly filling a most responsible 
situation under the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, 
use language which I believe has never before 
been heard in this House. The noble Lord has 
called the Protestant Church of Ireland ^^ a sect.**^ 
Such language, my Lords, 1 repeat, has never, I 
believe, been heard before within this House ; lan- 
guage, the noble Baron must give me leave to say, 
in itself as unconstitutional as it is in its charac- 
ter disrespectful to your Lordships. — (Cries of 
"No, no!*') 

Earl Fitzwilliam. — I rise to order. I trust 
the most reverend Prelate will allow me to send 
him back to his Latin Grammar and Dicticmary. 
The most reverend Prelate does not seem to under- 
stand what is " a sect." What is a sect ? Why, the 
Church of England is itself a sect. The Church 
of England is just as much a sect as the Romish 
Church, or the Baptist, the Presbyterian, or the 
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Unitarian — (cries of " No, no ! *•) — Give me leave 
to tell that most reverend Prelate^leamed mid 
most reverend as be may be — that if — (cries of 
'* Spoke, spoke V) — I have a right to explain, and 
I will ! After one or two explanatory remarks he 
then sat down. 

The noble Earl is not an old man : he is only in 
his fiftieth year. He is tall, and spare in his per- 
sonal appearance, which is not improved by his 
style of dress. His features have a serious cast. 
His face, like his person generally, is rather thin. 
He is of a swarthy complexion : it is perhaps as 
much so as that of any noble Lord, with a very 
few exceptions, in the House. His appearance has 
somewhat of singularity, from the drcumstance of 
his invariably having his dark-brown hair carefully 
combed, instead of being adjusted on one side, 
down his forehead. He has a fine deep-toned 
voice, which is evidently capable of being modu- 
lated with much effect, though his Lordship seems 
to have no such management over it as to produce 
agreeable intonations. I have said that his style is 
plain : he aims, however, at blending rounded pe- 
riods with this simplicity, and hence his sentences 
partake much of an unpleasant monotony. His 
tones and manner resemble, in no slight degree, a 
manner very common among evangelical preachers. 
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And hk appearance altogether tends to produce 
the association of the pulpit with his pariiamentaiy 
speeches. Usually he is ^ring in his gesture, but 
when he speaks under the irifluence of excited feel- 
ings, be is Uberid of it even to redundance. 
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CHATTER XIV. 

LIBERAL PARTY-BARONS. 

LORD BROUGHAM — LORD PLUNKETT — LORD DEN- 
MAN — LORD COTTENHAM — LORD LANGDALE — 
LORD HATHERTON — LORD TEYNHAM. 

To those who have been in the House any time, 
and paid ordinary attention to what is passing 
around them, it is no difficult matter to anticipate 
the time or occasion on which Lord Brougham 
will rise to address their Lordships. If any pointed 
allusion be made to him by any Peer on the oppo- 
site side, and he have not already addressed the 
House, you may rest assured the noble and learned 
Lord will get up the moment the Peer who is speak- 
ing has resumed his seat ; for though no man is more 
frequent or fierce in his attacks on others than his 
Lordship, he is one of the most sensitive persons I 
ever knew to the attacks made on himself, and he is 
perfectly miserable until he has returned the blow 
with tenfold force on his hapless adversar3% On 
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other oocasums you may tell with unerring certain^ 
when Lord Brougham is about to speak. When 
anxious to address thdur Lordi^ps himsdf^ he gives^ 
the most manifest signs of impatience for the oon^ 
dusion of the q)eeeh which some other noble Lord 
is ddivering at the time. When, to use a homdy 
butexpressive term, you see Iiimfidgetty, while some 
Peer on the ojqx)6ite side is speaking, no matter whe- 
ther or not any aUusion has been made to him, — the 
odds are two to one that he rises when the other 
sits down. If you see him sitting with one leg ovor 
the other, and his face to the bar instead of to the 
Wodsack, — the presmaption increases one hundred 
per cait, that he is the next person to address their 
Lordships ; but if, in addition to these symptoms of 
hi« miDd Ubouring with some ta»Hdtoou8 e»otk»8 
of which he is anxious to rid himfidf, you see his 
head drooping i» if his face were half buried in his 
breast, and observe hkn giye a hasty scratch at the 
back of his head, accompanied with two or three 
twitches oi hk nose ; if, oa any oocaaon, you 6b* 
serve all this, while an Oppontion Peer is speaking 
— and you will not observe it on any other — ^you 
may rdy on his Lordship's succeedii^ the present 
i^peaker with as much eonfid^Kse as you repose in 
the riai^of to-monow''s sim. 

When Lord Brou^^iam rises to .^peafc> the 

p2 



316 tOK]» BftOUGHAH. 

Stranger is so fiordbly struck with his singuhir per-* 
mmal appearance, as to be altogether inattentive to 
thefirst few sentences of his speech. His h^y fore* 
head— his dark complexioii— his promineot Dose— the 
pierciog glare of his rdlii^ eye — the scowl of his 
hrow — the harshness of his features generally-^the 
ii{»oarious condition of bis dark gr^ hair, and Ids 
attenuated appearance altogether — cannot fail in 
the first instance to attract the ^e and arrert the at* 
tention, to the exclunon of any thought about what 
he is sirring. This is to aoertain extent the case, what* 
ever be the mcxxl of mind in which he rises. But 
when he gets up to repel a personal attack, or under 
feelings of strong party excitement — and few men feel 
more strongly on party questions — ^there is an ab« 
ruptness and energy in his manner, which contrast so 
strcHigly with the conduct of other Peers, that the 
stranger feds for a few moments quite confounded. 

When Lord Brougham rises to make a long 
speech on any important question, without having 
been called up in consequence of alludons made to 
himself, or under the influence of unusually strong 
party feelings, he invariably commeiM^es in a com- 
paratively low and subdued tone. On sudi occa« 
stons he lays down general principles, the immediate 
bearing of whidi on the question before their 
Lordship9'it is difficult to perceive. As, however. 
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he prooeeds^y you gradually begin to see the object 
which the noble Lord is aiming at, and also to per* 
ccive the forcible application of the principles* he 
has laid down to that object. As he begins to 
apply these principles to the question before the 
House, tlieir. singularly forcible bearing on the 
view of the question which he takes flashes sp 
vividly on your mind, that you are no less surprised 
at your own obtuseness in not having before per* 
cetved it, than you are struck with the ^lendid 
talj^ta of the man who has thus, with the greatest 
manifest ease to himself, been pressing into hiB 
service the universally admitted dictates of mora- 
lity — ^the most obvious maxims of .a sound philoso- 
phy — aAd the great truths on which the Constitution 
of the country is based. AH his preliminary eon» 
siderations and general principles are, as it Were, at 
last concentrated into a focus, and brought to bear 
on the question before the House with a perfectly 
overwhelming force. And when he has thus 
reached the marrow of his subject, you see a visiUe 
diAerence in his manner of speaking ; his* energy 
and animation increase; he speaks with greater 
rapidity, and his action becomes much more violent. 
It is only on a great political question, and ote 
on which he feels very strongly, that Lord Brougham 
is to be heard to any advantage. Those who have 



318 LORD smouaHAM. 

heard him for the first time on such a subject as die 
repeal of the newspaper duties, — or on a proposed 
reform in the administration of the law, &c., — go 
Away wondering what people see in him to ad- 
mire. On such occasions he reasons well, dk- 
plays eittensiTe information, considerable thinking 
powers, and an eloquent and energetic style; but they 
can see nothing either in his mattef or in hismamier 
to entitle him to the reputation of the most effective 
speaker of the age. It is otherwise when be rises 
to repel' a personal attack^ or to fspeak on any 
question of party politics. On such occasions you 
see in his very countenance the consciousness of 
superior powers. His knit brow, his percing qres, 
the air of supreme scorn towards those who differ 
from him, which his whole aspect exhibits, — concur 
with the sentiments to which he gives expresnon 
to show you that his whole soul is thrown into his 
speech. It is then, lind only then, that yoti witness 
any real display of his amazing powers. He then 
"Stands forth an intellectual gladiator, fighting not 
with one or two opponents only, but with every 
Peer of any weight who has taken a difierent view 
of the subject from himself. No soon^ has he, by 
the liberality and energy of his blows, disabled one 
opponent, and left him sprawling on the ground, 
than he deals them out as thickly and as heavily to 
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evay opponent who has had the temerity to attempt 
to obstruct his advance to the 'point to which he was 
directing his steps. He is not content with pushing 
aside those who oppose his progress: hekjsoneand 
all of them prostrate at his feet^ and tramples them in 
the dust. He gives no quarter to an antagonist His 
Boul seems to emit in the occupation of butchering 
his adversaries outright. He is so intent on the 
object, that he is qmte indifferent as to the means ; 
or rather he gives a preference to the most barbarous 
modes of intellectual warfare. It is not enough 
that be vanquish his exponent ; it must be done 
in the most cruel and savage manner. His attacks 
are always of the fiercest kind. All refinement of 
feding, and all the conventional proprieties of 
language, are utterly disregarded. He disdains to 
cut up his subjects scientifically or anatomically, 
•For the time being he battles away right and left, 
and feds as keenly towards his opponent as if it 
were a personal, not a political or party quarrel, in 
which he is engaged. His whole heart is set on 
what a certain class of persons call ** punishing '^ 
his adversary. This he thinks can only be effec- 
tually done by doing it coarsely. He is conse. 
quently oiten called to order for violating the rules of 
the House ; but this only aggravates the evil it was 
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intended to remedy. The more he is interrupted 
JD his attacks on an opponent, the more furious in 
fais manner and the less measured in his language 
does he become. He is not only not to be put down, 
however general and decided the feeling of the 
House may lie against the course he is pursuing^^ 
but he will not be diverted from his resolution of 
inflicdng the full measure of intended severity on 
his victim by any means which he chooses to adopt* 
So long as he is interrupted only by particulai: 
rPeers, he confines his furious attack to the oppo* 
nent against whom he was directing his withering 
sarcasms, and on whom he was heaping hb ridicule^ 
at the time of the interruption, — except during the 
few moments h6 may step out of his way to apply 
the lash to those who have called him to order ; but 

• • • 

when the cry of ** Order*" has become genera1,and th6 
confusion so great as to dro\vn his voice, he suddenly 
pauses until the confusion has subsided, and then 
pours forth the overflowing phials of his wrath on 
the Opposition generally. The most striking instance 
I have witnessed of this occurred last session, in the 
course of the debates on the Municipal Corporation 
JSill. On that occasion, because some slight inter- 
ruption was offered to him, he became violent in 
an extraordinary degree, even for himself, and told 
their Lordships in terms which did not admit of two 
constructions, that they were a mob. 
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He can, however, be, and often is, refined in his 
sarcasms, when speaking on topics on which he do^ 
not feel strongly. On such occasions I have often 
seen him display a rich vein of quiet humour, which 
could not fail to tell with effect on an audience like the 
House of Lords, and which often produces general 
laughter. He himself, however, is hardly ever seen 
to indulge in a smile. 

In Lord Brougham'^s angrier moods there is some^ 
thing terrible even in his looks and manner. His eye, 
as already mentioned, flashes with indignation, his lip 
curls, his brow has a lowering aspect, and the tones of 
his voice and the violence of his gesture, have some^ 
thing in them which, altogether irrespective of what 
he says, cannot fail to make an adversary quail 
before him. And this indignation is not artificial 
or assumed, like the zeal an advocate manifests^ 
for his client, and the indignation with which he 
denounces the conduct of the opposite party. In 
Lord Brougham, as already mentioned, it is as 
real as it is violent. Like all violent feelings, how- 
ever, it is only of transitory duration. The moment 
he has resumed his seat, often, indeed, as soon as be 
has given utterance to the last indignant expression, 
it passes away, and is no raore.thought of. In fact 
his dislikes are too suddenly conceived, as well as 
too violent, to be, in the nature of things, lasting* 

p3 
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When the noble Lord rises to speak on a party 
question, it is impossible to guess from any one sen- 
tence what will follow. He makes every thing he says 
bear either directly or indirectly on the positions he 
seeks to establish ; but he is so capricious in his 
choice of topics, and in his illustrations of those 
topics, that he lugs in matter which no other man 
would ever dream of in speaking on the subject 
-before the House. The Opposition Peers are 
consequently in the constant apprehension, indi- 
vidually, of being pounced upon by his Lord- 
ship for something they have rither said in the 
course of the current discussion, or on some former 
occasion. 

One very remarkable feature in his speeches is, the 
amazing extent of information they evince. Often 
in a speech of two or three hours* duration have I 
seen him sweep round the almost entire circle of 
knowledge, extracting arguments and illustrations 
from every branch of science and every department 
of polite literature. He is a living Encyclopaedia. 
The ease and felicity with which he makes his 
varied knowledge subservient to his purpose, is as 
surprising as the extent of the knowledge itself. 
His memory is most tenacious ; it never fails him, 
and his readiness at speaking enables him to turn 
every thing he has read to account. It is clear to 
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it inthtmt a great effort, and, eren then, but with 
indifferent sueceM. It partakes much of the essen- 
tial character of his mind. Like himself it is im* 
petuous. It is like a rushing torrent, hurrying 
you along without giving you time even to attempt 
to resist its power. Nothii^ can obstruct its course. 
liOrd Brougham never attempts to seduce you into 
his views of a question, nor to win yoa over to his 
<^nions: he drags you over by force. You are 
not ]:deased with his principles, or the measures he 
advocates ; you adopt the one and you concur in 
the other, because you cannot help it ; nor do you 
feel the slightest affection for the speaker. You know 
nothing of the love for your new views, or of the 
attachment to him who has prosel3rtised you, which 
usually characterise young converts. You feel as 
if he had, without any right on his part, attadced 
your opinions, or the measures you supported, and 
forced you into a position in which you can find no 
comfort. Lord Brougham, in all his attacks, goes 
straight fcnrward to the citadel at once, which he assails 
in the true battering-ram style. The outposts never 
give him a thought, further than to effect an entrance 
for himself; he would disdidn to waste his time or 
resources on these, knowing that other less bold 
and adventurous iniliunts may be safely entrusted 
with the task of demolishing them. 
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Lord Brougfaam is a man of most gigantic mind. 
He has no equal in this respect in the present day. 
He can master with the greatest ease, and in an in- 
credibly short time, the most difficult and intricate 



. Mental 
Join, if at 
tbedosest 
Bses in the 
clock, and 
the Home 
cb all the 
and then 
dumtioD, 
xeded, to 
)ed OD the 
. Ob the 
I beagaia 

vigOKHU, 

tgday, 
blic man 



r of the 
!•, under 
9. The 
ranee to 
iterative 
Lon |;ive 
perienoe 
elf pa~ 
h which 
der the 



928 I.OR0 BIOUGHAM. 

of 1834, when his Local Courts JurisdictioD BUI 
was thrown out He knew irfien he entered the 
House, from the strong muster et Peers on the 
Oppodtion side, that its rgection was inevitaUci 
though he had not before anticipated such a result. 
Brfore rising to ^eply, he retired from the Wod* 
sack for about ten minutes into one of die ante*' 
rooms, to take some refreshment. His return was 
waited with a breathless silenoe. The quick, step 
with whidi he re-entered the House, as wdl as 
the indignant piercing glances he darted along the 
Opposition benches, before he opened his mouth) 
indicated the turbulent passions which agitated his 
bosom. There was a universal impression that he 
was about to burl his denunciations, with unusual 
force and fury, at the devoted heads of those who 
had taken the most active part in opposing the 
measure. The event ^Hroved the impression was 
not unfounded. So great was the passion into 
which he had worked himself, that before he had 
got through a third of his q)eech, he was literally 
foaming' at the mouth. His castigation of Lord 
Wynford, who that evening headed the Opposition, 
was terrible. Every sentence he uttered seemed 
like a thunderbolt, hurled at the heads of those 
^ho opposed the Bill. Lord Wynford bore his 
share with the most exeniplary fortitude for a time ; 
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but at lengili his powers of patient endurance 
became exhausted, and, literally writhing under 
the merciless severity of the Lord Chancellor, he 
rose from his seat, difficult as it was for him to 
stand,* and called aloud with great warmth of 
feeling, (qr the enforcement of the fifteenth standing 
order f of the House. And yet, notwithstanding 
the violendy excited feelings under which Lord 
Brougham spoke on this occasion, I do not, as 
already stated, recollect to have witnessed a more 
splendid display of his surprising powers of mind* 
. It is in reply that the noble Lord appears to 
greatest advantage. In making a set speech, be 

* Lord Wynford has, as elsewhere mentioned^ for som^ 
years laboured under bodily indisposition, which makes it dif- 
ficult for him to stand on his feet 

f This standing order is as follows: — ^'To prevent mis- 
tmderstandings, and for avoiding offensive speeches, when 
-matters are debating either in the Hoose or at Committed 
it is for honour's sake thought fit and so ordered, that all 
personal, sharp, or taxing speeches be forborne ; and whoso- 
ever answereth another roan^s speech, shall apply his answer 
to the matter without wrong to the person ; and as nothing 
offtnsive is to be spoken, so nothing is to be ill taken, if the 
party that speaks it shall presendy make a fair exposition or 
clear denial of the words that might bear any ill construction; 
and if any offence of that kind be given, as the House itself 
wiH be vory sensible thereof, so it will sharply censure the 
offimders, and give the party offended a fit reparation and 
full satisfaction." 
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the ftub)«ct wfaftt it may, he is conpaisfcitdj 
Bodung. It is oppositioQ or ooUuiaii alone tlisl 
can call his powers of mind into fuU action^ Ifis 
quickness in detecting the weak pcints of an 
adTersnry, is then as surprimng as is the skill with 
whidi he uncavds the most ingeoiourij qmn wdbs 
of sophistry. It mattars not bow oftai he be 
interrupted ; that, as I hare befoee stated, never 
dtsoomposes him in the slightest d^ree. If mdi 
intoTuptions be in the riiape of any remaiic on 
what he is sayii^, his readiness and felidty in 
retorting, never fail to astonish all who hear him. 
And he retorts with equal effect on all of ibem, 
should five or six, or more, noble Lords oa the 
cppoate side, interrupt him consecutively by one 
remark immediately following another. 

If a noble Lord on the opposite benches cry 
<^ Hear, hear,^ he will sometimes pause, and, lode* 
ing the Peer in the face, exclaim in derision, ** I 
have very good ears — I hear what I am saying 
perfectly well ! I only wish the noble friends of 
the noble Lord on the opposite benches may Iwve 
their ears equally open, and that hearing, they may 
understand.*^ If any noble Lord cry " No, no," or 
otherwise diq>ute his statements or positions, he will 
that moment quit the train of thought he was pursu- 
ing, to answer the negative by which he was inter- 



rupted. He will exclaiin, " But I say ' Aje, aye,'" 
anj then he will launch oat into a series of proo6 
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party : oppositioo is the qpheie in which Nature 
intended him always to move, and the stronger and 
more powerful the party opposed to him, the better 
for his own gratification ; the more £Minidable the 
power with which he coofliets the more strikingly 
does he displi^ bis trmscendant talents, and the 
greater is bis enjoyment of life. Other minds find 
happiness in repose; his onl^in the excitement and 
turmoil of battle. He bitterly r^rets his having 
been transplanted to the Lords: in the Commons 
he found comfort in the repeated scenes of torbiK 
lence and uproar which the floor of dtat house 
exhiUts ; the gravity, and dignity, and quiet of 
the Upper House are the never^feiling soinrbe <^ 
misery to him. 

You see a constant expreseion of restlessness, 
discontent, and pugnacity in his countenance during 
the more quiet proceedings of the House. You 
need not the aid of a phrenological examination of 
his cranium to convince you that the cu'gan of com- 
bativeness is most prominently developed; one 
glance of his face will satbfy you on that point. 
Had destiny made him one of the lower orders of 
Irishmen, and given him birth in the neighbourhood 
of Donnybrook, he would have acquired great dis- 
tinction in the pugilistic exhibitions of its fair ; he 
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would always hare been giving and receiving broken 
heads and broken bones^ 

Bh mora] course is great; nothing can daunt 
him. In the House of Commons, in its unre* 
formed days, he was as obnoxious as could be, to 
four^Stfihs of the membars. Did this dishearten 
him ? Not in the least. He spoke as boldly, and 
fought as resolutely, as if four-fifths had been with 
him. 

It is the same in the Lords. He knows he is 
hated by the Opposition, and even by several Peers 
cm his own side of pditics, with an intensity which 
even Cobbett himself nev^ surpassed in his enmities, 
bitter as they were. He knows that every thing he 
utters is thoroughly disliked, often as much because 
of the quarter whemjb it comes, as on its own 
account ; yet he is not in the least disheartened. 
He sets to work as cordially and boldly as if he 
were the idol of their LcMrdships, and as if every 
thing which fell from him were music to their ears, 
and were greeted with the most cordial cheers. 

He b proud and overbearing: his whole de. 
meanour shows how omscious he is of his own sur- 
prising powers. He looks down on the other Peers 
in the House as if they were of an inferi<»r (^der 
of creation. The supercilious airs he often assumes^ 
and the latitude of speech in which he frequently 
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indulgei^ would not be tolotited in the private 
intercourse of life. He generally looks for a homage 
^iproftcbing to sendtity from those with whom he 
comes in contact. It is the little respect which is 
shown him bj his fellow Peers, that is the great 
secret of the furious attacks he so frequently 
makes on the House of Lords. 

When Ijord Chancellor, nothing could exceed 
his conceptions of his own importance. That the 
office he held is a most important office, and that 
&om the great influence which his commanding 
talents enabled him to exert on the public mind, he 
was, and isy a person of great importance, — ^is not 
to be doubted ; but still his estimate of his own 
consequence during the time he held the Great 
Seal, was vastly exaggerated! He seemed to ^nk 
that he held in his hand the destinies (^ the world, 
and that he was a sort of deity } while all around 
him were nothing bettar than the ordinary ek- 
maits of mcHTtaKty. The eontemptuoas and snap- 
pish manna* in which he spoke to deputations of 
the Commons who had bills to present to the Ebuse 
of Lords, was often almost b^ond endurance* On 
one such occasion, and only one, did I ^rer see him 
relax in the sternness and rigidity (^ his features. 
It was when Mr. CConnell, in the Session €i 18M^ 
brought up some bill relating to Irdand from the 
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ether House* It happened three or four days afW 
Ijord Brougham had called — in his placein the House 
of Lords — Mr. O'Connell a great national mendi- 
eaxA, and contrasted him with Dante and other dis« 
tinguished geniuses, whose independence of spirit was 
such that they would have submitted to the hum- 
blest occupations in hfe rather than be dependent 
on the bounty of others. On this occasion, with- 
out saying a word, he took the bill at the bar of 
the House from Mr. O'Connell, giving a smile 
which he dbviousiy could not restrain, as he received 
it» No doubt the circumstance of coming so soon 
in contact with the Member for Dublin, after he 
had spoken of him in the above derogat^y terms, 
was the cause of the smile. The first time they 
met together after this — and I am not sure that 
they have met again since— was in the spring of 
1835, at a public dinner in the London Tavarn. 
There was only one gentleman between them 
at dinner that evening. Lord Brougham made 
^vances towards a reconciliation by proposing to 
drink ^ Adam's wine,^ (water) as he called it, 
with Mr. O'Connell. They drank to each other. 
Lord Brougham saying to Mr. O'Connell, as he 
put the glass of water to his lips, ^^ We have not 
drunk wine together since we sat t/ke-d-tite at a 
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public dinner in 1823 *." Mr. O'Connell said his 
Lordship was right as to the main fact, but that the 
dinner took place in. 1822^ pot 1823. I mention 
this trifling circumstance of these two individuals 
drinking to each othe^ on this occasion, ^ Lord 
Brougham, in an hour or so afterwards^ pronounced 
one of the highest encomiums both on the talents 
and virtues of Mr. OXionnell which ever one man 
pronounced on another. 

He never studies his speeches beforehand. This is 
evident from the allusions which he makes to every 
thing of importance which transpires in the House 
respecting the question before it. These allusions 
are not slight or few; but very often form the 
staple of his speeches. Yet, though an extempore 
speaker, he never betrays the least difficulty, or 
shows the slightest symptoms of being at a loss, as 
to. haw he. should proceed. His mind is so fertile; 
his r^soureea in argument, illustration^ sarcaem, de« 
nuncktion, invective, abuse, are so ample, that the 
only difficulty he feels is, to select the best matter 
which, presents itself, and to know when he ought 
to slop* The readiness and ftrtility at'- lus mind 
often lead him to overlay the side of the question 
which he espouses, with arguments and illustrations. 

* His Lonlship mentioned the occasion on which the 
dinner took place^ but I have forgotten it 
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He is never at a loss for words ; they flow on him 
as copiously as do his ideas ; they seem to come, 
like Shakspeare's spirits, from the vasty deep,— 
without being called. 

But though the noble Lord does not prepare his 
speeches beforehand, he does on some great and 
particular occasions carefully study some parts of 
them. In such a case, his taste is remarkably fas^ 
tidious. It is almost impossible for him to pleas^ 
himself with any thing he does. A singular instance 
of this was afforded in his speech on the conclusion 
of Queen Caroline's trial. The peroration of that 
speech, which is undoubtedly one of the most 
splendid specimens of eloquence which modern 
times can produce, was written and re-written no 
fewer than fourteen times*. 

* The following is the peroration of the speech referred 
to: — '' Sochy my Lords, is the case now hefore you, and 
such is the evidence by which it is attempted to be upheld. 
It is evidence inadequate to prove any proposition— impotent, 
to deprive the lowest subject of any dvil right— ridiculousi to 
establish the least ofl^noe-HMandidous, to support a diarge of 
the highest nature— OKmstroos, to ruin the honour of the 
Queen of England. What shall I say of it, then, as evidence 
to support a judicial act of the Legiskture, an ex pott facto 
law? My Lords, I call upon you to pause. You stand on 
the brink of a predpiee: if your Judgment ihall go out against 
your Queen, it will be the only act that ever went out without 
efibcting its purpose: it will return to you— it will recoil on 

e 



SS8 2.0BD BUOVGBAM. 

His Toiee possesses great flexibility. In its more 
usual tones there is something approaching to harsh- 
ness ; but in all his important speeches he varies it 
to such an extent as to touch on almost every con- 
ceivable key. In its lower tones it is soft and sweet, 
and often, when pitched on a higher key, it has 
much of music in its intonations. Few men have 
an equal command over their voice. He raises and 
lowers it at pleasure. In his more indignant moods 
it has uncommon power and compass, and admirably 
suits the bold, impetuous character of his manner 
and eloquence. 

His gesture is as varied as his voice. On (ordi- 
nary subjects he is calm and gentle in his manner ; 

your own heads. Save the country — my Lords, save your- 
selves. Rescue the country — save the people, of whom you 
are the ornaments; but severed from whom, you can no 
nore live, than can die bk>s8om that is severed from the root 
and tree on whidi it grows. Save the ODontry, therefor^ 
4hat you may oonthnie to adorn it — save ^ crown, wfaidi is 
threatened with irreparaye injury-^savetbe aristocracy, which 
is surrounded with duiger — save the altar, nfhich is no longer 
safe when its kindred ^one is Aakm, You see, that when 
tiw Churdi and the throne would allow of no Church solem- 
nity on bdialf of the Queen, the heartfelt prayers of the 
people rose to Heinren for her protection. I pray Heaven 
fitnr her, and I here pour forth my fervent supplicati(ms at the 
Thwae of Merey, that mercies may descend an the people of 
this country, more dum their rulers have deserved, and that 
your hearts may be turned to justiae.'^ 
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kut when he beeomea excited — on which occasbns, 
MB before meatieaed, he thiows his whole soul into 
his qpeecbes — hk acdioA beoooKs violent in no oxdUf 
Mury d^vee. His arms are put into such requisi^ 
tion that it w^e very unsafe for any noUe Lord to 
be^ as the plnrase is, widiin annVlengtfa of him. He 
has no fanrourite system or faduon — ^if either temi 
be a eorreet one— of gesture. It is 9B viaried as are 
the forms into wlndi the human body can be put, 
or the position which one's arms can be made to 
assume. In this respect he is a second Proteus. 
His gesture has no grace ; it is often as awkward as 
can well be imagined, and in any other roan would 
appear ridiculous. 

I have said that his speeches never cost him a 
mental effort; neither does the delivery seem to 
require any physical exertion. I never saw him, 
even after his longest and most energetically ddi- 
vered speeches, exhibiting symptoms of exhaustion : 
I have seen him sit down, after the delivery of 
qpeeches which occupied the attention of the House 
for three or four hours, during which time he my 
be said to have been speaking in a voice of thunder, 
«id with a corresponding violence of action, and yet 
appear as fresh and vigorous in body as well as in 
mind, as when he rose to address their Lordships. 

Q 2 
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A few yean nnce, when a member of the ether 
House, be spoke for neailj seven bours, witbout 
intermissioD^ontbe sulgectof arefmn in ourcoorte 
of biw, and yet so Kttle appearance of fatigue was 
tbere in bis manner, that any one wbo bad ent^^ 
the House ten or fifteen minutes before be re- 
sumed bis seat, migbt bave inferred be bad only 
just commenced. Speaking seems, in a physical as 
well as mental sense^ to be a sort of pastime to bim ; 
it certainly is not a task. Taifors are said to rest 
tbemselves when they run ; his Lordship appears 
to refresh his body as well as his mind when burling 
hb anathemas at the beads of noble Lords. 

With the single exception of the Duke of Cum« 
berland, I do not know any noble Lord who is more 
regular in his attendance in the House. You hardly 
ever miss him from his seat. He sits there, what- 
ever be the subject before their Lordships, in the 
momentary expectation that something may occur 
to give him an opportunity of speaking. He is 
evidently miserable in his seat, and when an occa- 
sion does not ofier itself for his addressing their 
Lordships, he very often contrives to find one for 
himself. His ingenuity in this way has often struck 
me as remarkable. I have seen him time after time 
seize on the most trifling observation imaginable. 
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wfak-h had felUn froni some noble lord, and make it 
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His intdkctual faculties areabo as vigoKAis wad 
mind is as acCire as erer ; so that tiiere is cmir j f 
reason to believe he will continue fer jears ta oen^ 
to be regarded, taken all in all,-— as be umlottbtfidfy 
is at present, — as the greatest man of the age. 

Lord Plunkett's personal appearance, when hm 
rises to acMress the House, is mud) against him ; k 
but ill prepares the stranger for the ecxrtiiMMd 
display of talent, and occasional dii^la j of ekiquencc^ 
he is about to -witness, tte is fdxxit Ae niddia 
height, and itither stoutly nmde ; his hendaadfiodi 
lean a little to the right side ; his features are bag? 
gard and stroi^ly marked, cvHetiAy caused ib a 
great measure by the weight of y^ars — seventy-two 
•—which hongs on his head. Ifis compkaokm is 
pale and wan. His eyes ha^iFe a sunken appeaimoe^ 
owing to liie protuberance of his eye-brows. Hia 
ferehead is contracted, and has by no means an in- 
teikctaal expression. Tou would ratha* take it lor 
granted that he was a plain blunt m«), possessed, lA 
may be, of much good sense, but certainly dg€ a 
person of brilliant parts. Nor is there any ^itt^n 
the character of llie esordann of his speech to pie^ 
possess you in farour of his quaUficatioos as a pvfafic 
speaker. He has not, however, proceeded ftr btfare 
he convinces you that your first conclusion was erro- 
neous: yodr opinion will also undergo a partial 
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chai^ before be retume fais Beat, u to die seomd 
pmnt. No one ever hesrd him deliver twenty sen* 
tences without being atruck with his great iDtelleotual 
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thing of inferior importance, or destitute of ability, 

which may have been advanced on the other, aide, 

he passes over without ddgning ta give even the 

least indication that his ears were cogmsant of it. 

His reasoning is always characterised by originality. 

Every other nobleman of note may have spoken on 

the same side of the question, and you may have 

.been perfectly satisfied in your own minds that 

they have entirely exhausted the subject; you 

expect, therefore, as a matter of course, that all 

that Lord Plunkett can do is to put some of the 

arguments he employs in a clearer light. He soon 

convinces you of your error. He strikes out, 

to your great surprise — and to your mortification 

that you should have not perceived what now 

appears to you in so clear a light — an entirely new 

course of argument, which, whether Intimate or 

not, is managed with so much ingenuity and tact 

that you find yourself unable to refute it. If fair 

arguments are within his reach, he presses them 

into his service, to the exclusion of sophistry; if 

not, no matter; he will dress up a series of fallacies 

with so much skill that they are found to answer 

his purpose almost, if not altogether, equally well. 

He is a most dexterous debater ; he is fully master 

of all the tricks of the profession — that of the law — 

to which he belongs. I know of no man who can 



LOES PLUKXBTT. 345 

iflore canly, or more ^eibotually, either place an 
adverMtry1wtwe«Ddie'hert»of«d^cfBinii, orextri* 
rate bimtdf, at foaM to appeaeaiioe, fnwi any nnilar 
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Howe— tbeEarlof Widribw, if Ireneinlwrrii^i^ 
— b^oopknis extracts fmnhiftflpecdMftJrib-tbec^^ 
rent periods, Ae m o Bmmy «f wUcA speedMs lie 
ooold Dot aad iKd not q«eilio« ; it wm ppoired by 
these extracts fixm Jms qp e c o bo e tbaft, in 1836^ Us 
q pwiiims on the prop riet y ^ appwymtHig llie 
CSmtch property to oAer than <¥iTiliainfilifnl puF-r 
poses ipere tbe Tory antipodes of theae be $mmed 
in 188S. Lord Plunkett rose to HAcirt the chs g ge 
of ioeonsiBtaocy, if not senradiiog n^orae, isopUed 
in diese conflioting opinions^ and vini&ated bams^ 
^with so aradi ability Uia^ befare he sat dovn he 
aj^Kared be£are you a pattern of the mast p«)efec^ 
coQsisteney. 

Locd Plnnkett s q»eedies are remarkable ibr the 
quantity of matter they oontain; in almost every 
sentence you have an idea or argmnent. His style 
is not polished, at least it is not genecally 8% 
though in some of his most brilliant effusiaos it i& 
equally chivaetmsed by its accural^ and doquenoe;; 
usually it is t&cee and nervous, rather than polished ; 
this pailly arises from a too iq)aring use of worda. 
He does not indulge in* pafsooalities as i^gards 
individuals; but there is oftoi much asperity in his 
manner ton^urds his i^pwents as a body. Yoh 
woM suppose when you hear him speaking ia 
reply— and I suspect the suspicion would not be 
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sn mfinoaity €f temper. 

As a mere speaker he does not mnk Ugk ; his 
voice is sufficiently powerful, but its tones are 
uimiuskad and uaoaU j mouotcHious* He sometiBies 
stutters, not seemingly for the want of praf)er words 
— ^or he seen^ to have the words he intends employ- 
ing very clearly in his Bund*8 eye — ^hut from some 
inherent difficulty in getting his organs of speech 
to perform their functions with that ease and facility 
which he oould desire. In his gesticulation there is 
nothing worthy of remark ; it chiefly consists in a 
slow gentle raising of his right arm, and occasionally 
moving his head from one part <^ his own side of the 
House to the other. But though there is but little 
energy in his gesture, there is often a great deal, 
mingled with much earnestness of manner, in his 
mode of speaking. Perhiq)s there is no member of 
either House who, possessing so little of the graces 
of elocution, or the attractions of good speakii^, is 
Iffitened to with so much attention ; every eye is 
turned to him, and every ear is open, when he is 
addressing the House. It is not any part of my 
plan to attanpt to analyse the principles of action 
in those whose mental and personal portraitures I 
have endeavoured to take— that were a dangeroi» 
as well as an arduous task ; — I have mentioned. 
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however, the qualities of mind which one would 
infer from the expression of the countenances of 
several of those of whom I have spoken. Lord 
Fhinketfs features indicate cunnings ill-nature, and 
selfishness. There is no appearance of generosity 
or benevolence about them. 

Lord Denman, as is generally known, presided 
in the House from the return of the Melbourne 
Ministry to office, to the meeting of the present 
. Seanon, except during the few days he was neces- 
sarily absent in July, in the disdiarge of his duties 
as a Criminal Judge at the county assizes. He has, 
however, taken scarcely any part in the proceeds 
ings of the House since his elevation to the Peer* 
age. I do not believe he has uttered anything 
above two or three times, and even then his 
addresses were more remarkable for their brevity 
than for any other quahty. What the cause of his 
silence is, when there have been so many questions 
of absorbing interest before the House since his 
admission into it, I have no means of knowing. It 
is the more surprising, when one remembers his 
loquacity when a member of the other Houjpe. 
Perhaps indolence, arising from his having attained 
the highest object of his ambition, may have some- 
thing to do in the matter. At all events his appear- 
ance indicates languor and indolence. On the only 
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two oecaaoni I have beud htm shortly address the 
House, hiB mauBer was wHy deficient in spirit and 
anJBiatioB. H« stood: as- motictnless as the Wool- 
Bukoo viiidi-hehad been eittli^ during. the fcw 
miuilei'hB «ason.Uslcg8; ' His'vords seemed to 



Me €f the qoettioo, and to hear tham teSofrnd m 
Ife flUMt intdUig^e terais, listen to Lord Scft- 
inan. His stjrle is alwajs eaqr and unafectaiU 
iometiases k is nenrous. He tiases bos -utteraaea 
io Ae ear. with madi good taste. He newer &kess 
or Insitates a momsBt for a word. His laogof^ 
flows Irom hiaa like a gentle, nobeiflss stream. 

It is well known that he would have heen 
promoted to the judicial Bench much sooner than 
he was, but &r the personal prejiKlices i^ George 
the Fourth. That monardi ne^er forgc^ neidier 
did he ever forgive, the severe temns in which Lord 
Dennuua, then Mr. Daunan, spdie of him, when 
B^ent, in one of his speeches in defence of <2iieen 
Caroline. 

Lord Denman's legal acquirements and sound 
jnc^ment pointed him out as a fit person for a seat 
on die Bench, loi^ be&re the honour was conferred 
on him; and though ev^thing which could en£stoe 
his Lordship's daims was pressed on the attention 
of the Sovereign, he would not for oae momdot 
entertain the proposal, but scouted it as a personal 
insult to hini6el£ 

Lord Denman is one of the most upH^t oud 
consstent men in the House. He has tmdevii^ingfy 
adhered to his principles through good report and 
tlm>ugh evil report, ditring a public career of sosse 
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ka^du He is msieeat aod atrajgbtforwaiid on all 
eoesflioQS and uader eveiy neanet j of ekcumatanoesL 
He »» cmisequently, though liberal on the Liberal 
side, much reelected by the most ultra Tories* 
He is poBsessed of an equable temper, a»d €i imick 
vrbniity of nunmer. Even in the rtormieBt dis-. 
ciissioos in which he lode part in the House of 
CoBtmons, when a mendier of diat branch of the 
Legislature, he was ioyariably conciliatory in his 
conduct towai^ his (q>ponenks. 

He is, as alrrady menlaoned, of a commandhig 
personal appearance. Vm h^bt esceeeds the 
average size, while his figure is weU-proportiotied. 
He has a fine, open, manly countenance, when not 
on the Bench or the Woolsack. When either pre- 
siding as Judge or acting as Speaker, if I may^ 
use the term, of the Home of Lords, Us huge wig^ 
in conjunction with his robes of ofiSoe, impart a 
certain degree of gravity to his countenmce. His 
complexion is dark, and his hair of a black colour* 
His face ha^ something of die oval diape. His fiea-> 
tnres are regular, and are indicative of good nature 
and intelligence. He is in the fifty-seventh yean 
of his age, but, jud^g from his appearance only, 
one would take him to be considerably 3rounger. 

Lord CoTTBiTHAM, Ike present Lord Chancellor^ 
has only as yet been two mwiUis in Ae House* 
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Short, however^ as is that time, he has not been e 
silent member. It is true that the elevated office 
he fills imposes on him the necessity of speaking 
on certwi occasions; but from the notices he has 
given of motions, and the q[)eeches I have repeat- 
edly seen him volunteer, my impression is, that he 
will be a member of some a<^tivity from inclination. 
This certainly does not quadrate with his conduct 
in the matter of speaking when member fdr the 
borough of Malton, in the other House : there he 
hardly ever opened his mouth. But I have known 
many instances of those who were not in tiie 
habit of speaking in the Commons, becoming fre- 
quent speakers when raised to the Lords ; though 
it must be confessed tiie instances are most nume- 
rous the other way, — namely, of members of the 
Lower House who were celebrated for their much 
speaking when tiiere, becoming as mute, when 
elevated to the Upper House, as if their mouths 
had been hermetictdly sealed. Lord Cottenham 
k not a showy speaker. He speaks with some 
n43idity, and his elocutioiu is not always sufficientiy 
full and distinct His voice has something in it 
which I cannot better diaracterise than by applying 
to it the term heavy: some would call it gruff. 
His utterance is easy : he never seems at a loss for 
ideas ; nor does it seem- to require an effort to find 
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flnitaUe phraseology wherewith to express them. 
He always retains the most entire self-possession. 
I should take him to be cimstitotionally cool and 
composed* His action is modeiate* It invariably 
consists, when he nses any at all — ^for he * often 
stands stock still — of a slight movement of bis right 
hand, usually with the ciq) of office in it, with an 
occasional movement of bis &ce from one part of 
the House to the other. His language is correct, 
but not polished : it has a good deal of th^ concise- 
ness and force of the judge in it He is not a man 
of an original or vigorous mind ; but you see in 
every thing he says the man of sound judgment. 
Whatever he says, too, has always the merit of 
being strictly to the point at issae* In politics he 
is moderately liberal. 

He is considerably advanced in li£e, being in his 
fifty-fifth year. Time has left its traces, in the 
shape of wrinkles on his &ce. His features are 
large and strongly marked. His fiice is round, 
and his cheeks are very prominent in consequence 
of their fulness. His complexion is ruddy, and bis 
hair is of a dark colour. His eye has something 
quick and piercing about it, considering his age. 
On his brow there is an expression of gravity, 
which some persons would confound with sternness. 
He is tall and stout His shoulders have great 



b i e ad th, and there is mueh fiiliieat abeut his cbetL 
He appears, as £ur as one may judge from .die 
opportanUtes the time lie has been in the Hiouse 
enid>le him, to be much respected by all parties. 

Lard Langdale, formerly Mr« Bickerstedi, 
has just been raised to die Peerage, and ai^ointed 
Master of the Rolls. Before his elevation, I^ 
possessed the most lucrative buffloess at the Chaor 
coy bar. He has fimr many years enjoyed thie 
dmared . reputation of being a sound lawyer, and 
a nan of great learning and talents. Originally h« 
was destined for the medical profession, and in the 
prosecution of Ins study of the Mateda Medica he 
actually passed the College of Surgeons, and afitex«- 
wards attended die Countess of Ox£m^ whose 
daughter he some time after married, duiipg a tour 
on die Continent, in die capacity of her medical ad- 
viser. He subseqnendy entered himself as a stodoit 
at one of die Inns, where he iqppUed himself widi 
die utmost zeal and assiduity to the study of our 
civil jurisprudence. He had not been long called to 
die Bar, when his superior legal knowledge and 
talents brought him into distinction. EventuaUf 
he sose to the highest eminence in bis prttfesskm. 
Some years ago be was raised to the rank of King's 
Counsel. For a cwmdeiable time past he confined 
his practice to die Rolls Court, where he and M& 
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Pembertoh may be said tm hare bad an abxioftt 
complete monopoly of the business. 

Ab a speaker he is more than respectable. Hi^ 
▼oooe is deep-toned, and is smnetimes modulated 
with consideraUe effect. His utterance is slightly 
n^iid^ bat he is always so dear, that you never for 
a moment lose sight of his aq^ument. He never 
soars iato the h%her regions of eloquence, but ho 
alwajrs speaks to the point, and urges such argii«> 
BMnts in fiKTOur of the view of the question which 
he takes, as almost invariably command the assent 
of die nndejcstanding. 

He is in the prime of life, being about his fi£^ 
ticA year. In person he is rather tall and stout, 
b«t withottt any thiiig like ciHpulence. His fe»* 
tnres are large and marked. His nose is prominent 
both finom its sise and its form, which approadiei 
tiie aquiUne. His eyes are small, but dear and 
full of intdligence ; they are also always imlicative 
of a cheerful disposition. He is Aort-eighted and 
uses a double eye-glass. His complejuim is sallow, 
and his hair grey. His head is partially bald. It is 
well shaped; the forepart of it> especially^ isitnely 
developecL 

Lord Hatherton is as yet hut imperfectly 
known as a member of die Upper House. Aa 
Mr. Littleton, he was one oi the beat known^ 
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members in the House of Commons. The situ* 
ation of Secretary for Ireland, which he filled 
under the Ministry of Earl Grey, necessarily gave 
him an unusual prominency in the public eye. 
He is a nobleman of very considerable talents. 
He possesses a dear understanding, and much 
coolness and self-possession in circumstances 
which would embarrass the generality of men* 
His mind is not remarkable for its vigour, though 
in this respect he is above mediocrity ; but 
his judgment may in most cases be confidently 
relied on. He certainly committed one egre- 
gious error of judgment in prematurely commu- 
nicating to (yConnell the intention of Ministers 
with regard to the repeal of the Coercion Bill for 
Ireland: but that was under peculiar circumstances, 
and from motives so praiseworthy, that but for the 
disastrous results to the then existing Government, 
which followed, they would almost have atoned 
for the indiscretion. As a business man he had 
few superiors when in office. The distinguishing 
feature of his mind is its practical good sense. 
He has nothing of the enthusiast or visionary in 
his constitution. As a speaker, he is one of the 
most unequal in either House. Those who hear 
him at one time will often have difficulty in per- 
efuading themselves it is the same person, when 
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hearing bim at another. His matter is always 
clear ; not only do the ideas he means to express 
stand forth distinctly and in their proper order in 
his own mind, but the dullest oomprehension can- 
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Bun of sound nndeistaiidiiig, wlu> applied bi» 
mind to the question* His langui^, exeeptk^ 
m diose cues in wkidi he hreaks down, is correet, 
bot has few of wbsA are called the gpcaces of style. 
I do not recollect to have ever known him make 
use of a trope or figure in die many qpeedies I have 
heard him deliirer: he never attempts &e l#ftier 
flights of oratory. He eontents himself with hnm- 
bier aims ; he is satisfied if he have convinced die 
Honse that his is the right view c^ die suli^ect, 
widiout troubling himself as to what opinion is 
formed of die speedi. 

His voice is dear and pleasant, but wants variety. 
He speaks in the same tone throughout. His ard- 
enlation is good ; it is quite (fisdncC notwithstand- 
ing the rapidity of his ddivery. He is moderate 
in his use of gesttenlation : a limited but rapid 
sweep of his right arm Constitutes die only action 
he exhibits. 

His personal appearance is prepossessing. Tliere 
are few m^i who can boast c^ a mcnre commamfing 
countenance : his features are regular in no oidi- 
Bary d^rree. His eyes asrimilate to the blue, and 
ore full of intelligence : his forehead is Icrfly and 
ample. Gall or Sparzheim could have wished to 
"feet" no better in endeavourii^ to establidi 
their pbrenoh^^icri theory. Iffis complexion has 
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smttliing of a modified cleeomess rii)oat it— if sueh 
as expression be a correct one* His hair is of a 
duk brown: his face is full and round, without 
tiie slightest approach to corpulency. It is redo* 
lent of health, and of a cheerful and happy dispo- 
sidoB of mind, — a quality which is anything but 
common among our senators. He is tall and of a 
firm robust make. His constitution is evidently 
strong. If one might infer with imerring certainty 
the duration of one's life, from the indications of pre- 
sent health, he would have no scruple in whispering 
into Lord Hatherton^s ear the very gratifying intel- 
ligence that he is destined to see, in addition to 
the forty-five summers' suns which have already 
shone upon him, at least forty or fifty more. But 
(Observation, if not experience, admonishes all men 
that such indications are not always to be trusted, 
tbo«gh certainly very gratifying, inasmuch as they 
constitute a sort of presumptive evidence, though 
not of a very high order, of prolonged life. 

The name of Lord T£Ynham is pretty familiar 
to Ae public ear, though his voice is seldom heard 
in die House : I believe he has not q)oken half a 
doien times, and even then not more than a few sen* 
lences at a time, since the occurrence of certain dn- 
eumstances a few years ago^ which introduced him 
to his countrymen in an unpleasantly prominent 
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meamer. Ii]4t«^ lie^is ti^eftea to%e eeeo intite 
House. Hispracticei^, ^en aAy qtiestiimof fm^ 
portafiee is before it^ to dome down-to fte House 
at eteven or twejve o\4ock, just wfaeh tifee-debaEle 
about to close, and give his vote. ' He is'iibt-a^ 
iioUiMiian of muek talent: indeed, he tis below 
rather dian above medioerity. I lately lieard ^m 
speak, or rather attempt to spedt— lor he was soon- 
pot down — a few months sinee, at a meeting of 
the Ariends of the agricultural interest, 'lield in the 
Freemason's tavern. He is a poor sp^^er; there 
is Httle grace in his action, and still lesSf music in- 
his voice : it is' disagreeably loud, and harsh, and 
croaking in its tones. When he used to ^eak 
occasionally in his place in F^Iiamea^ he was 
so much in the habit of placing the emphasis on 
the wrong words, and also of giving an awkward 
emphasis into the bargain, that noble Lords deemed 
it quite an infliction to hear him. On such occa- 
sions the idea used to shoot athwart their minds, 
that if deafness had its disadvantages, it had also 
its advantages. His gesture, as I have already 
stated, is ungraceful — I should have added, it is 
very violent. If the mental acquirements or ora- 
torical abilities of a person were to be measured 
by the liberal or moderate use he makes of gesti* 
culation, then Lord Teynham would be entitled 



LORD TSYKHAM. 361 

to occupy a disdnguished place among the orators 
of the day* His politics are decidedly liberal. 

His personal appearance is not more prepossess- 
ing than his oratory. He is rather tall and stout: 
his walking is as bad as his talking : — I know of 
no better term though it be a homely one, whereby 
to express his mode of walking, than to say, as in 
the case of the King, that he ^^ waddles/' His style 
of dressing is not inaocordance with his rank; few 
jounieymen tradesmen would exchange their hoK- 
day clothes for his Lordship^s wardrobe. His coun- 
tenance has nothing remarkable in it; it is best 
described by the use of a negative phrase — ^it is 
not good-looking. He has passed the meridian of 
life, beuig in his fi%-eighth year. 
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CHAPTEE XV. 

NEUTRAL PEERS, 



THE DUKfi OP RICHMOND — THE EARL OF EIW)N. 



The Duke of Richmoud ig a man of eon- 
sklerable weight in tlie Howe, not Aram anjr snpe- 
riority of talent or dexterity as a debater, but &pm 
lui being the repreeentatiTe of one of the meet 
respectable and aneieot fEuniHes in England, joined 
to an excellent prirate character. His inteUectnal 
powers are not above mediocrity. He never makes 
a speech in whidi there are any traces of soperiiM' 
ability. His mind wants vigour and originality; 
he never strikes out a new course of argument 
for himself when discussing any question. His 
arguments are always those which lie on the 
surface, and they are so obvious that no man not 
wilfully blind could £ul to perceive them. His 
language is in accordance with his ideas. It cer* 
tainly cannot be said to be inaccurate, but it wants 
poUsb, and is defei^ve in power. He never. 
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by accident, stumbles on an eloquent or energetic 
passage. He has, however, the merit of being 
always clear in every thing he says. You never 
can mistake the position he wishes to establish, 
nor can you entertain a moment's doubt as to 
the nature of the arguments by which he en- 
deavours to establish those positions. A school-boy 
of the most ordinary comprehension could, with 
the greatest ease, follow him from, the commence- 
ment to the close of his longest speeches. If he 
never says toiything brilliant, neidwr does he, on 
the other hand, say anything absolutely silly or 
alMpid* His speeches hare alwaya the commodity 
of common-^ense to recommend tibem. He speaks 
(rften, but seldom l<mg at a time. He never has 
anything in the shape of exordium or peroration in 
has most lengthened addresses. He rushes into 
the midst of his subject the moment he opens his 
mouth, and the probability is that you will find the 
iMt sentence be ^utters the best argument he has 
used in the oourse of his qpeeeh. When I say the 
list se»tenoe, I of course exdude thi^ expression 
of thanks for the attention widi which the House- 
has been pleased to listen to him, — ^with which 
almost all the fourth and fifth ratedass of speakers 
usually conclude their speeches. 

His Grace is not wordy ; though- his ideas are 

R 2 
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BOt of a higli Mrder tt men^ there is a g<K>dIy 
number of tiiem in all Ihb speeclffis. Tb«D& ahl 
fiHe men in the Hoioe who will eoguiesnse a'gfteltit 
nmnber of ideas and afgomenta ]nti» i^oie luiiiteii 
spaee* 

He ia always listened to witk.alttentioit; aod 
ooMBidend>le importance ia attached by dtenn^iafey 
of Peeia to what he says* His seeession fh>m the 
Gfey Ministry was regarded both by the firiends 
and foes of that government) as an oconcreoce 
tending in some measure to shake its stabiKt^ 
Though greatly in£Brior to Earl Ripen as aspeaker^ 
and tfieugh by no means equal to him in nmntri 
resources genefally, his seoession from Earl 
Orejr's Afinistry gave that Ministry a madi heaviet 
blow than did the secession of Lord fiipda. The 
moral weight of the noble Duke chiefly m$es» as 
I beftnre stated, from the great respectability of his 
fiunily, eoopled with his excellent private character. 

Me is very regular in his attendance on Us 
parliamentary duties; few Peers are more fire- 
quenitly to be seen in the House* He is also 
understood to be exiremely conscientious in. his 
ocmduet* Whatever be the line of conduct rbe 
pursues^ be always acts from his convieticma «ff 
right. I know of no man less liable to the im^ 
putatioa of acting from improper motives* 
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Of lale years he basmade rapid advanoes in die 
lUwndky of his opintoas. Before the paasing' of 
the Refonia Biliy he wait: a decided Tory« From 
tbe passnig. •£ that metsiure until his seoesaion 
from the Administration of Earl Grey^ he always 
ta« the zealous advocate of ev^ry liberal and 
^nUgblened measore brong^ into the HoiMe* 
Sifioe tjien, however^ he has looked with suspicion 
hmh oil the Govenunent of the noble Earl, during 
it&Bfaort existence after his resignation, and on that 
of Lord Melboome, though frequently supp<Mling 
die loftlec H« sits on the neutral benches; and J 
know of no man who has a better right to a seat 
tiietfe. I question if ^ere be a member of ei4^er 
House wiio is more guided in the course he pursues 
by -his absl3«ict notions of what the justice of th^ 
imse demands. 

' There is one singular feature in the chamcter 
of^Us Grace. He evinces as much aeal*^it is not 
£t»r me to say whether or not he feels as mucln^'on 
questions wliich are only of comparatively tnftiag 
importance, as on ike most momentous measure 
whieh can cmke before (he House. The msal be 
mlulifested against the bill of last Session, for 
transferring the <»ttle«market held at Smitbfield to 
Islington, was eactraordinary. Though the destinies 
of die world had b^n s^^nded on tli« Aite of t^t 
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meifiure^ he canld not Im^e met it witb a mare 
etrenuew or determined apposition. He opposed 
it in every stage. On the seoood or tfaird reading 
*— I forget \vhieh — after qieakkig alone in decided 
opposition to lt> he divided the House, tboi^ he 
knew beforehand, what the ereMl proved^ that, 
widi tiie exception of himself, all the Fetfs present 
were in farour of the measure. 

His appearance and manners are plasa* Tliere 
is notiiing foppish in his dress, nor aieel«l is his 
manners. He is a nobleman m whose company 
one could soon make himself at ease. He shears 
full of mildness and good-nature. I neyer yiet 
knew him give expression to anything wMck in* 
dicated an angry or unkind feeting towards any 
man: never did personality, or anything calum- 
niatory of an opponent, escape his lips. A spirit 
of good feeling towards every body breathes 
throughout every thing he says. And his manner 
is as kindly as his matter ; it is mild and unassuming 
in tile highest degree. 

He speaks in a low, and weak, but pleasant tone 
of voice. He is generally widiUe, but never any- 
thing more. He uses no gesture farther than an 
occasional gentle movement of his right arm. 

In person, the noble Duke is about the average 
height. He is of a thin spare make ; his faea is 
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of a sliarp angular fono ; ins oomplesion is daaik^ 
and die colour of hia hair is moderately Uaek* He 
is in kis fbrty'^fifiUi year. 

Lord KiBON has not ei late years token an 
active part in public affairs^ compared with the 
previous firequ^^ wilji which his name appeared 
m the public journals. When Mr« Robinson^ or 
^< Prosperity Robinson ^^'^ as he was then caUed in 
tiie House of Commonsi there was no man whose 
name was oftener in people's mouths. And when 
Lord Godecich, especially during the four months 
of his Administradon, he was constontly in the 
publiC'Cye. Since, however, his accession to the 
title of Earl Ripon, to which elevation he was 
raised ia 1632, he has been almost mute in Par- 
liament; and has neither said nor done anything 
elsewhere, to keep the public recollection of him 
alive. Two or three speeches in the course of an 
entire Sesskm, are all that he has made for the last 
ithree years. What can have induced a man^-»who 
is not only, as I will speedily mention at greatier 
length, a good speaker, but who is still in the prime 
of life, not having exceeded hb fifty-fourth yeftr,«* 

♦ This soubr^uet was given him by way of ridicule, owing 
to his always representing, when Chancellor of the £x- 
diequer, the finances of the country as in a most prosperous 
state*. 
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thui virtttD J to seal tp his lips oh public aflkirs — 
and espeoiaUy during sucti a period as tbe last few 
years — ^is one of those tfainf^s which are, to the 
uninttiatedy matter of mystery. It can hardly be 
from disappointed ambition ; for the dissolution of 
tbe short-Kred Ministry of whiA he was the head, 
wfM not brought about either by the open hostifity 
or corert opposition of his enemies, but was an act 
of his own free will. Neither could the cirBuUi- 
stance of his ceasing to be a member of the Grey 
Ministry have proved a wound to his ambition : 
for that abo was his own voluntary act ' Biit, &e 
the cause what it may, die fact is as I have 
stated. 

He is one of the most iBuent and animated 
speakers in the House. I have hardly ever heard 
a man whose diction was more copious. It is so 
to a fault. In his anxiety to round his periods, 
and render his sentences as elegant as possible, he 
often weakens his style, and destroys the etkct his 
speedies would otherwise produce. His language 
sounds most euphoniously in your ears ; but owing 
to the number of words he employs to express his 
ideas, you sometimes lose sight of the latter alto- 
gether ; they are literally buried amidst a heap of 
verbiage. And what aggravates the evil is, that, 
if you are at the trouble to search for them, you 
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\¥iU ofien^ io the evewt of dtfOQV€iii^ tiiom^ 
find they, are unworthy jof the amoiint (^ labonr 
expended. 

Thi% howevery is by no means always^ oTi perr* 
hftps^ even jj^nerally, the case. He never sofyos. 
into ^e higher regions of intelleet; but is ofl&tk* 
above mediocrity. His inteliectnal diaracter mny 
be most jitly described by the word superi^. If 
you are never startled by anything original or 
brilliant^ nether do you ever become wearied with 
him. He is always pleasing ; and always urg^ 
arguments which have the attribute of common^ 
sense to recommend them. To the singular fluency 
of his delivery, and the easy and copious flow of 
his words, he unites by far the finest voice in the 
House* It is musical in a high degree : — ^you can 
almost suppose you hear him singing his speecfi. 
Were it not that he wants the power of modulat-^ 
ing his voice to any extent, his speedies would 
always produce an effect^ however indifferent the 
matter. It is true he begins in a lower tone thai) 
that in which he speaks when he has got &i]^y into 
the subject ; but the ascent in the scale of loudness 
is so gradual, that you do not perceive i^ till he 
has well nigh reached the highest point Th^t 
attained, he continues in the same key till the con* 
elusion of his speech. His voice, therefqre^ is in 
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effect quite mcmototious. The most solemn ami 
most ludicfous things, the deepest ti^i^;edy tuid 
lightest comedy, are all delivered in the Saiiie 
tones of Toice. His utterance is rapid ; but he 

4 

never uses a unrong word instead of the right one ; 
nor does he ever seem to have the least diflleuHy 
in selecting the most elegant and appropriate 
phraseobgy. He speaks as rapidly and smoothly 
as if he were reciting some beautiful piece of com- 
position which he had carefully committed to 
memory. 

But this is not the case. His speeches are idmost 
invariably extemporaneous. In no instance does 
he ever prepare them fully beforehand : when he 
does anything in the way of previous preparation, 
it is only to the extent of fixing on the general 
train of observation he will pursue, or of elaborating 
particular passages of his speech. You see at 
once by the energy of his manner, and by Ae 
nature of the references he makes to the speeches 
of others, — that he himself addresses the House 
under the impulse of the moment. 

In saying that the noble Earl is so copious in his 
phraseology, and that he speaks with remarkable 
ease and fluency, I beg to be understood as apply- 
ing the observations to the way in which he usually 
acquits himself when addressing the House: on some 
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oocs^ioQft be e^mpletely breaks i/f^wj^ owing to ex- 
oemve JierYOvsQess. This, however, never happens 
in making what is called a chance speech : in every 
instance in which it occurs, it is when he has to 
make a set speech on some question of great 
impcortance. The overwhelming impression he has 
of die importance of particular questions, is the 
cause of his embarrassment If, in addition to its 
intrinsic importance, the necessity is imposed on 
him of going through a variety of statistical de- 
tails, the chances are greatly increased that he will 
break down before the end of his speech ; he has 
had a special horror of figures and facts ever 
gince his elevation to the Peerage. This is the 
more surprising, as the situation of Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, which he filled in the 
Lower House^ led him so often, of necessity, into 
mere questions of figures and facts, which one 
would think would have inured him to such mat- 
ters» It is, indeed, surprising that, under any cir- 
cumstances, one who has had so much experience 
as a public speaker should become nervous. One 
remarkable instance of the extent to which he is 
sometimes afflicted by this nervousness, occurred 
in the session of 1834, when bringing in the bill 
for the Emancipation of the Negroes in the West 
Indies. On that occasion he felt so completely 
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fHHBBljrsed, as not oolj to make some ilood stops, 
fast to beeome obliged to sit dknm vntil hm^ contd 
recover in some meassre his self-pessenion^ 

He is ooBstitutioDally a man of weak nerves. 
He has no moral ooiirage-«^no deeision of mmd. 
He got on pretty comibrtably in die Lower Hcnne 
wken Chancellor of the Exdiequev, beeain^, 
though Mr. Home and otiier ^^m«i of figums" 
sometimes took him to tMsk^ he was always spire^^ 
Parliament being then unreformed— of majorities 
of five or mx to one, in his £a\N»ur. Not onljrdoos 
he suffer under opposition ; he is almost frighteDed 
out of his propriety by the bare antidpation of it. 
It was the apprehension of the attacks whieh, as 
Prime Minister, he would necessarily have to 
encounter on the meeting 4>f Parliament, that 
eaused him, quite unexpectedly on the part of tl^ 
public, to break up liis own Administrarioaa in 

One leading diaracteristic of his speedies is, 
the want of anytliing decisive as to the 'opinions 
be holds on the subject under discussion. If he 
mean to vote against the question before the 
House he commences by urging arguments i^^ainst 
it ; but before he has got half through be is safe 
to make so many admissions in favour of the op* 
posito side, that all his arguments for his own view 
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^ iti lire nentvalised in' your mind ; aod you can- 
not pQMdUy ate ^w lie oan^ with any show of con- 
sistency^ aft^ Ibe arguments he has advanced on 
Ae tme side, wad ^ eoncessions he has made to 
tke other, vote for either. The daims of both sld^s 
ore so nioely balanced by hhn, that, whatever may 
be your own prirate opinion, you could not, had 
yffli qpoken as he had done, vote on either side. 
Chi other ooeasioBS the extent of his concessions to 
the opposite side are such, that one who had no 
previous intimation of the course he meant to 
pursue^ would OMiclQde his vote would be in fieivour 
of tlmt side. 

Ever since his secession from the Grey Admin- 
istration he hea sat on the neutral benches ; but he 
is seldom to be seen in the House, except w4ien 
some question of commanding importance is ex- 
pected to come on for discussion. 

His gesture is redundant He moves his body 
about in every direction* — ^raises both hii^ hands above 
his head at once — ^and then throws them down to 
his knees. One favourite attitude of ^e noble 
Earl, is that of throwing his head and body so ftir 
badcwards, as to make you uneasy about his 
retaining his equilibrium. Then again he throws 
himself forward; and but for the bench before 
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which he staods, he c^tainly wouU, in 9ome of 
his more extnTagant ^^moves,'* run a risk of fall- 
ing on his faiee. It appears singular when one 
compares his indecision of action with the violence 
of his nuinner in most of his q>eeche8. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

LORDS SPIRITUAL. 

THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY — THE ARCH- 
BISHOP OF DUBLIN — ^THE BISHOP OF EXETER 
— THE BISHOP OF LONDON — THE BISHOP OF 
DURHAM — THE BISHOP OF HEREFORD. 

Dr. William Howley, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, is not a man of any grasp or vigour of mind. 
In any of the speeches I have heard him deliver, 
I could never recognise anything which rose above* 
mediocrity. His conceptions are always clear ; no 
one ever feels at a loss to perceive his drift, not- 
withstanding his extremely awkward manner of 
delivery— of which I shall have to speak presently. 
It were oft-times better for himself that he had the 
knack for which the late Lord Castlereagh was so 
celebrated, of concealing his sentiments by using 
an unmeaning phraseology; or, it were still better, 
if, on many occasions, he remained in his seat 
when he gets to his legs — for few men more 
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frequently commit themselves by uttering tilings 
which prudence would suggest should be confined 
to their own bosoms. Many a time, by his un- 
g^uarded expressions, does he afford a handle to his 
enemies, of which a more prudent or dexterous 
person would deprive them. His speeches in 
opposition to the claims of the Catholics, and to 
those of the Dissenters at a later period, abounded 
with indiscretions of the kind to which I have 
referred. He is no tactician ; he cannot play the 
Jesuit with effect, even if he were anxious to do so. 
He wants dexterity; he is a soft, easy, straight- 
forward sort of man ; with a good deal of that 
aristocratic opinion of himself which has a ten- 
dency to blind him to consequences which other 
persons cannot fail to perceive will ensue from his 
statements, positions, and admissions. Of all the 
speeches which are made on his side of the House^ 
in favour of his view of the question, his own is 
sure to be the easiest for an opponent to answec, 
and to afford the most tacit admissions in favour of 
the opposite side of the question. He is never in- 
genious or clever ; he never makes out a plausible 
case in favour of his own view of the question. 
He has no pretensions to be regarded as a reasoner; 
whatever he might do were he to sit down to 
commit his ideas to paper, he certainly has never^ 
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during the years I have been in the habit of hear- 
ing him speak in the House of Lords, delivered 
anything entitled to the name of argument. 

His manner is still worse than his matter. I 
have never heard a worse speaker, in so far as 
regards his enunciation. He stammers and stut- 
ters and misplaces his words, at every fourth or fifth 
sentence; and often occupies as much time in 
correcting the imperfections of one sentence, as 
might have sufficed to deliver two or three more. 
It is a wonder, too, if he leave the amended 
sentence in the best possible taste, after he has 
lavished his alterations and improvements on it. 
His style, even during the short intervals—few and 
fisur between, however — in which he gets on pretty 
creditably, is not good. It is weak; and often 
rough and disjointed. In written composition, it 
is right to add, his Grace has a better reputation ; 
it is said his style is then elegant and correct. 

He has a fine clear voice, which is melodious 
and sonorous in its tones. He has no animation, 
and uses no gesture when speaking. He stands 
stock still, never moving hand or foot till he 
resume his seat. The personal appearance of 
the Archbishop is highly prepossessing and com- 
manding. His countenance beams with mild- 
ness and courtesy; and his whole demeanour 
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confirnB Ae foreotmble impresstoa wfaich^ his per- 
8O0al dcppnexaace has made on your mincL His 
manners are so coneUiatuig, diat however mndi 
you may disappcore of Us sentiments^ it is impos- 
sible yon oaa regard the man with hostility* Eren 
the late Lord King, the sworn enemy of the 
Bishops, eo«Id never speak of the Arddbnbep of 
Canterbury with anything i^roacMng to aq>erity. 

He is as aealons as «Ter in his attachmait to 
the Chnreh, in its coUectire capaetty; bat bis 
predilections are in farour of the moderate party. 
His opposition to the admission of Erangelical 
Clergy into the Establishment, has always been 
most strenuous ; and he has never let dip an oppor- 
tunity of offering the most detennined resistmice to 
the elevation, either of those of them previou^ 
within its pale^ or of those against whom he ionnd 
it impossible to shut its doors. The Evangelical 
party, indeed, he considers but little better than 
Dissenters — to whom he is said to be intolerant in 
his conduety though conciliatmy in his words* Hia 
intolerance, however, is not of that kind which 
would sanction a recurrence to the penal enact* 
ments of a former period. 

His undiminished zeal in favour of the Hierarchy 
insures his regular attendance in the House, 
although the weight of eighty-one years pn 
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upon him, whenever any question beadng on the 
interests of the Church is to be bro«gbt uader 
consideradon. On all soeh cpiestions he is sure 
to speak; seldom, however, at any iengtk He 
dways« from the station he holds in the Church, 
commands the deepest attention, notwithstanding 
■the nnattraetiveness of his manner, and the infb- 
nor quality of his matter. When in the prime 
of U£b, he often used to speak on the general 
topics of legishtion ; and is said to have gene- 
tally evfaiced enlightened views and varied know- 
ledge,^ — ii^en his judgment was not warped by 
his ultra Tory political opinions. 

He is understood to have much of the aristocrat 
in his composition. Under the mildest and most 
conciliatory exterior, it is said, by those who know 
him best, he conceals much of the haughtiness arising 
from conscious superiority of birth and station. 

In personal height he is a little above the middle 
size. His figure rather indines to the slender. His 
&ce is thin, and his features are deeply marked. 

Dr. Whateiey, Archbishop of Dublin, is better 
kttown as an author, than as a legislator. In the 
former capacity he stands unrivalled among his 
contemporaries in the particular departments of 
literature to which he has specially applied 
faknself. His works on Rhetoric and Logic are, 
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pcrfai^Sy tbe besftwlmli hare erer been wxiAtai en 
tlie.tobj«et< Tley abasiiid with dvidenees of pro^ 
fovod thoa|[^ imed knowledge, great mental' 
a€Uk&nsBSf and superior powers of reasening. ^m 
theologieal creed eaonot, acoordii^ -^to tlie repre^i- 
eenlatioiie of persons wiie fasve entered die Hsts 
wttk hitt, be commended for its ortkodflogr* Jt ia 
said by them to be at dareet variance with' the 
leading doctrines embodied in the -ThirfepanBC 
Artidles of the Church to which he belongs. .It^ia 
no part of my plan to advert to itiatteca which der 
not immediately bear on the condiwl; of theso^if 
whom I speak in their capacity of membem of 
the Legislature; otherwise I should q»eoify .iha 
most important of the, many alfeg^ pcdnts of 
diflfereoce between him and the Ghorcfa of En^ 
land^ with regard to doctrinal matters* Qfie*«f 
the heterodox notions which the Right Rev* Pm^ 
late is said to hold, is, that the movri law waa^ 
supetseded by the Christian dispensation, and diat^ 
consequently, it is not binding on Christians. I» 
politics he is liberal He always ads udth 4he 
Whigs. He. is a zealous supp(urter of the preset 
Government; and it is understood theyare^in « 
g?eat measure, guided by his advice in their plana 
of Church Refonn* In the House he is hardly of 
^ny use to fhem, farther than the sanction whidi 
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Us fionte gives to drar jneeisatest. He is'm 
speaker: when he dees get on bis legs^whieb,^ 
howetvr, he nev«r does milees some sort of neoes^ 
sky is imposed on hkn^ he always appears anxioiit 
toTQsame his s^t as notm as possible. He knows 
that oratovjr is not his forte. He has m sfarewvl^^ 
suspicion^ too, that all who bear him hare the same 
BQttion^ In that he is > quite right* He goes 
dnrongfa hisiaddresses— ^which, however, bi^e alwa3r8 
the'inerit of brevity «-^in so clumsy and inanimate a 
way^ that noble Lords at once eome to the con* 
cdusies, that noddng so befits him as an unbroken 
sUence* He speaks in so low a tone of voice, as to 
be inaudible to those who are any distance from 
him. And not only is his voice low in its tones, 
but it is unpleasant from its monotony. In his 
maimer th^e k not a particle of life or spirits 
You would iancy his Grace to be half asleep while- 
speaking; you see so little i^pearance of con^ 
soionsness about him, that you can hardly help 
doubting whether his legs will support hfan nntii 
he has finished his address. 

Aad his personal appearance is in excellent 
keefung widi his manner as a speaker. He is 
tall and stout; but to say that, gives you no 
ciNrreot idea of die man. You hare that idea^ 
however^ in two words^ he is ^ heavy looking,'' 



r 



SBSt BfSHOP OF EXBTEB. 

You would fiiney he laboured under a deeply 
settled melancholy, mingled with an ancenquerable 
bashfalness. His faoe is iall and round* His 
features are, on tl» whole, regular* His com- 
plexion is fresh ; if you met him in the stmet^ 
you would at once infer that he must be newly 
arrived in town, either after a Ismg searvoyage,. 
or from some part of the United Kingdom, in 
which he had been f<Nr months enjoying die 
bracing breezes of the open fields. His- hair m 
dark, and he generally has a profiusion of it* He 
has entered his sixty-second year, butmost persons 
would conclude from his general iq^pearance^ that 
he was at least seven or ^gfat years younger. 

Dr. Phillpotts, Bishop of Exeter, is undoubt* 
edly the most talented man who sits on the Right 
Rev. Bench. His personal appearance attracts attend 
tion the moment he rises to address the HxMise. He 
possesses a tall, finely formed figure, which, wid» 
his handsome, inteUectual oounteaimce, is very 
imposing. There is something strikingly diarac^ 
teristic of mental acquirements in the expressioB^ 
of his countenance* His forehead is lofty, finely 
formed, and full of character; while his dnk, 
intelligent eye fully verifies, whatever otheia 
may do, the celebrated remark of one of the an^ 
cients,.that the eyes are the windows of the souL 
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His dairk hair, like tke quills of the fretful porcu- 
pine) atends on end on the fore part of his head ; 
not naturally^ but is made to do so by Ae aid of 
a comb**4o display, no doubt, to the greatest 
a^hfantage, his finely developed forehead. His 
face rather inclines to the oval fcNrm; while his 
features are small and regular. His complexion 
is ra&er darlu but has visibly impressed on it the 
glow of health. He is in the meridian of life, 
being only about his forty-fifth year. 

^ He rises to address the House with an ease and 
d^ity of manner,, which concur with his com^ 
manding person, to produce the effect to which I 
have already alluded, of attracting the stranger's 
attention. I might have added, that the ge- 
nerality of spectators, oa first seeing Dr. Phill- 
potts rise for the purpose of making a speech, 
are so taken with his personal appearance as to 
make them quite inattentive to the matter of his 
speech. There is a calm collectedness in his 
manner — a mildness and candour in his counte- 
nance — and a soft, subdued, yet clear tone in his 
voipe, when he commences his speech, which have 
a very winning effect on all who hear him. For 
some time he proceeds in slow and measured 
accents— with as little animation or gesture as if 
h$ had no power whatever over his body. After 
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apologising for trespassing on the attenticm of 
noble Lords, and assuring tbem that, while on the 
one hand, he has only been induced to obtrude 
himself on their notice by an overpowering s^rae 
of duty, so on the other, be wUl trouble them with 
as few observations as possible — he goes on to 
make a few general remarks on the question 
before the House, and to indicate to their Lord- 
ships the particular part of the question to which 
he intends chiefly, to apply himself. When he 
has got fairly into the middle of his subject, his 
voice becomes louder and his enunciation a little 
more rapid; but still there is no appearance of 
warmth in his manner. He continues to the end 
apparently as cold and motionless as he was when 
he commenced. It were wrong, however, to 
infer from the utter absence of all gesture in the 
Right Rev. Prelate, that there is no feeling in his 
speeches. He feek strongly on most questions of 
importance which come before the House; though 
^at feeling be not expressed by any animation 
or energy of manner. The mere matter of his 
speeches — the decision of their tone — the research 
they display — ^the great care he has manifestly 
bestowed on their preparation, show that he 
must have felt no ordinary interest in the question 
before it .was brought under the notice of the 
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House, and that the issue of the debate is re- 
garded by him with an interest of no ordinary 
intensity. 

The ease and dignity of manner which so for- 
cibly strike every person present on Dr. Phillpotts 
rising, are sustained throughout. His sentiments 
and arguments flow from his lips with a smoothness 
and facility in the delivery which are seldom 
witnessed on either side of the House. Occa- 
sionally—but even then but very seldom — when 
quoting from memory extracts from the writings 
of others, he does stammer slightly ; never, how- 
ever, to an extent to render his delivery unpleasant. 
You see in his calm and tranquil manner, the con- 
sciousness of superior intellectual resources; and 
he always takes care, by the force and ingenuity of 
bis aiguments, to make his opponents feel that this 
consciousness is not unfounded. I know of no 
member of either House, whose appearance, when 
speaking, is more fescinating than that of the 
Right Rev. gentleman. No one ever saw him 
^exhibit the slightest sjrmptoms of irritated feel- 
ing. His countenance has as placid an aspect 
when speaking, as if his eyes were sealed up in 
ibe deepest and most tranquil sleep. It is in 
admirable keeping with the singuliir mildness of 
the tones of his voice. 

s 
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In hifl language, he never transgresses the rules 
of gentlemanly courtesy. He treats his opponents 
in the most respectful manner. He seems as if 
incapable, under any circumstance, and however 
great the provocation, of applying to any anta- 
gonist a single term which that antagonist could 
by possibility consider of a personal nature. But 
he generally gives abundant cause of soreness or 
mortification to the noble Lord to whom he replies, 
by the masterly way in which he demolishes his 
positions. 

Some persons say that the singular mildness 
and urbanity of Pr. Phillpotts' manner is affected, 
not real ; that he assumes a virtue which he has 
not. If he does adopt the advice of one of Shak- 
speare^s most popular characters, and look like 
the innocent rose while he is the serpent under- 
neath it, — he is certainly entitled to the credit of 
doing it with inimitable effect* Those who ques- 
tion the sincerity of the seeming good-nature and 
mildness of his manner, refer, in proof of their 
opinion on the subject, to some of his pamphlets 
on the Catholic question, where, they contend, 
there are abundant proofs of asperity and abuse. 
I do not at this moment recollect the style in 
which these pamphlets were written, nor does it 
come within my province to advert to his temper 
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as a writer; I speak of his mildness and good 
temper only as a speaker in the House of Lords : 
and certainly, daring the several years I have seen 
him in his place there, I never in a single instance 
heard him utter a word, or saw anything in his 
manner which could, for a moment, justify me 
in inferring that his mild and courteous manner 
was only assumed, not reaL 

There is not a man in either House who is 
listened to with greater attention than Dr. 
Phillpotts. When he rises to address their Lord-* 
ships, every eye is fixed on him, and every ear is 
open to receive the words which are about to £Edl 
from his lips; nor, however long he may occupy 
their time, do any of their Lordships betray any signs 
of impatience. This is the more surprising when 
one considers the maiked tameness of his manner. 
Nothing but the impression, d priori, that some- 
thing singularly able is about to be addressed 
to them could, in the first place, excite theb 
attention ; and nothing but the actual delivery of 
something of superiw merit could keep up that 
attention to the end, after it has been awakened. 

I mentioned in the outset that he is unques^ 
tionably the most talented man on the bench of 
Bish(^ I might have added that, with the excep* 
tion of L<Nrds Brougham and Lyndhurst, he is, 
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perhaps, the ablest man on either side of the 
House. His speeches are, I should say, more 
strictly and closely argumentative than those of 
any man in either House. Whatever can be 
urg^ in favour of his view of the subject, is sore 
to be urged by him ; and urged, too, in the clearest 
mad most forcible mann^. He exhausts the sub- 
ject. No one need expect to say anything after 
him which will have the double merit of being 
new and apposite. He shows jrou that he has 
examined the question in all its bearings, and that 
he has discovered everything in it whidi can be 
urged with effect in ftivotir of his own view of it. 
In his more elaborate speeches, he displays to 
advantage the extent of his learning. His argu- 
ments are not only powerful in themselves, but 
they are expressed with great ckarqess and effect 
You never misapprehend the train of his reason- 
ing; i^or does be ever ei^eble his arguteentby 
an undu6 amplification. He first places one argu^ 
ment before you in the clearest possible manner, and 
in the fewest possible words : that done, h^ tahes 
care to anticipate and dem<^h in a senteaoe or 
two any objections that may be taken to it ; luid 
when he has thus made himself invulnerable on 
one point to any opponent who may follow him, 
be proceeds with his remaining arguments in the 
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same manner. The result is, that not only does 
he commit himself in his reasonings to a less 
extent than any other Peer, but his antagonists 
are aware that his speeches afford less room than 
those of any one else on his side of the House 
for an. effective reply, and therefore the Liberal 
Peers are more unwilling to enter the arena wit^ 
him than with any other Peer, temporal or spiri- 
tual, on his side of the question. 

In saying that the Bishop of Exeter is, perhaps, 
the most close and powerful reasoner in the Ho&se, 
I must not be understood as meaning that his argu- 
ments are always legitimate. I must do him the 
justice to say, that where fair argument is available 
to his view of the question, he is not only sure 
to press it into his service, but he does not have 
recourse to sophistry. But when legitimate argu- 
ment cannot be used in favour of the side he 
espouses, he does not hesitate to resort to sophistry. 
And of this mode of discomfiting an opponent, 
and making out his own case, he is a perfect 
master. He has no superior as a'l sophist in the 
House. His only equal is Lord Lyndhurst. 

Dr. PhiUpotts has suffered more, in the estimation 
of the country, from the singular circumstances 
under which he changed his opinions, or at least 
bis conduct, on the Catholic question, than he has 
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done in that of tke House. There the circumstance 
is not only never alluded to, but seems not to 
hare lessened his influence in the smallest degree. 
So far he has been much more fortunate than Sir 
Robert PeeL The Right Hon. Baronet has not 
yet recoveredy nor ever will recover with his own 
party, the loss of character he sustained by his 
change of conduct on that question. 

The superior talents of the Bishop of Exeter 
were strikingly exhibited in the way in which he 
spoke and wrote on both sides of the Catholic 
question. His arguments against any concessions 
to the Roman Catholics were never triumphantly 
answered until he virtually did it himself by the 
arguments he advanced in favour of the removal 
of their disabilities. While every one, whatever 
were his opinions on the subject, looked with sus- 
picion, to use the mildest term, on his change of 
conduct, with regard to the measure of Emanci^ 
pation, no one could withhold hb admiration of the 
singular ability with which he justified the removal 
of Catholic disabilities. In that matter he acquitted 
himself much better than Sir Robert Peel: the 
latter did not, after he became an advocate of the 
measure, display half the talent which he did when 
opposing it The Bishop of Exeter appeared to 
equal advantage on both sides. 
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Dr. Phiilpotts^ style is correct, but simple. There 
is no ornament in it He hardly ever makes 
use of a metaphor, or introduces imagery of any 
description into his speeches : and yet his style is 
often eloquent in a very high degree. It possesses 
that eloquence which approves itself to the judg- 
ment, though it never warms the heart by appeals 
to the passions. It is an eloquence of that kind 
which can only be perceived and duly appreciated 
by an unusually refined audience: it would be 
like throwing pearls before swine to address it to 
the multitude. 

The happiest effort which the Right Rev. Prelate 
has made, for some years past, was made last year, 
when the House was in committee on the New Poor 
Law Bill. On that occasion he brought forward 
a motion in opposition to the clause which compels 
the mother of an illegitimate child, and failing her, 
her parents, if alive, to support that child, — while the 
father, who possibly seduced the girl, escapes with- 
out punishment in any shape whatever. A speci- 
men of purer eloquence — a display of more masfterly 
argumentation— or a speech breathing from begin- 
ning to end a loftier order of humanity, has seldom 
been delivered within the walls of either House of 
the Legislature. It occupied about three hours in 
the delivery, during which time the noble Lords on 
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both sidei of the House listened to the Right Rev. 
Prelate with an attention as unbroken and un- 
diminished as it was intense. And seldom has a 
speech, either in the House of Lonk, or in that 
of the Commons^ been tiie means of proselytizing 
so many of the audience to the riews of the 
speaker. It is well known that many noble 
Lords went down to the House that evening, with 
the full intention of voting against Dr. Phillpotts^ 
amendment, who were not only convinced by the 
arguments and eloquence of the Right Rev. Pre- 
late, but evinced the sincerity of that conviction by 
voting with him. 

The Right Rev. gentleman, as may be inferred 
from what I have already stated, carefully prepares 
his speeches before delivering them. It would 
otherwise be impossible to give those numerous 
quotations he introduces in them from other autho- 
rities, in favour of his view of the question, with 
so much judgment and effect. Neither would it 
be possible that he could evince so perfect an 
arrangement of his matter, and follow up his argu- 
ments with so much logical accuracy in all their 
bearings, On the contrary supposition. But, tiiough 
Dr. Phillpotts does tiot trust himself on any great 
occasion to the suggestions of the moment, he 
acquits himself very creditably when the necessity 
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is imposed on him of speaking extemporaneously. 
He is not disconcerted by interruptions, which, 
however, occur but very rarely in his case : nor 
does he betray confusion or hesitation ^en reply- 
ing to any one who has questioned his positions, 
or combatted his arguments. He knows, however, 
that extemporaneous speaking in replying to a 
noble Lord on the opposite side is not his forte, 
and consequently never attempts when he can 
help it. 

On purely political questions he does not speak 
often. He usually reserves all his energies for ques- 
tions bearing more or less directly on the interests 
of the Established Church. Of that Church, con- 
stituted as she is, he is a most zealous champion ; and 
beyond all comparison the ablest advocate of whom 
she can boast at this moment. On religious sub- 
jects, his opinions are what are called moderate : 
he dislikes the Evangelical party in his own 
Church, and is looked on by that party with no 
favourable eye. He is as intolerant towards the 
Dissenters in religion as he is opposed to the 
Liberals in politics. He does not, however, openly 
glory, as some of his Right Rev. brethren on the 
Bench do, in hie hostility to them^. He rather 
conceals it in all those cases in which he cannot 
clearly see the advantage of ayowing it When an 

s3 
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opportanity does present itself of attacking the 
Dissenters with every prospect of effect, he never 
lets it slip : he seizes it with avidity, and turns it 
to the best account 

Dr. Blomfield, Bishop of London, has many 
qualities in common with the Bishop of Exeter. 
He fully shares in his hostility to the Dissenters, 
and in his zeal for the Church. He is a man, 
also, of a clear head, a sound judgment, and 
great felicity in the expression of his sentiments. 
His manner, too, like that of the Bishop of Exeter, 
is cold. His voice is equally clear, with much 
greater strength; so that with the least possible 
exertion of his lungs, he is distinctly heard in 
every part of the House. In addressing their 
Lordships, he stands as motionless as if he were a 
statue. No one, not even when it is evident, from 
the nature of the sentiments to which he is giving 
utterance, that he feels the deepest interest in the 
subject, — no one ever yet saw him raise his arm, or 
tise any other kind of gesture. In the expression 
of his countenance there is also a good deal of 
similarity to the features of his Right Rev. brother 
of Exeter. It is true his face has more of rotun- 
dity, and his complexion has more of clearness 
mixed with ruddiness about it ; but he also can boast 
of a finely formed and lofty forehead, clear dark 
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eyes, and a countenance beaming with intelligence, 
mingled with a mild and tranquil expression. His 
hair is likewise dark, but he is but sparingly sup- 
plied with it. I believe he is the most bald-headed 
member of the House ; always, of course, excepting 
those whose wigs conceal the extent of their bald- 
ness. He is more advanced in life than his Right 
Rev. brother, being about his fiftieth year. His 
personal appearance is prepossessing, but not so 
much so as that of the Bishop of Exeter. He is 
corpulent, and scarcely reaches the middle height. 
Like Dr. Phillpotts, he is in excellent health, and 
has every prospect of attaining a good old age, in 
so far ^ the future may in such a case be judged 
of by the present. 

In intellectual power and resources, though con- 
siderably above mediocrity, he is far inferior to the 
Bishop of Exeter. The leading characteristics of 
his mind are the clearness with which he perceives 
a point, and the ease and precision with which he 
expresses himself. He never hits on an original 
or ingenious course of argument, nor ever strikes 
any one by the force or appropriateness of his 
illustrations; but he excels in picking up those 
arguments in favour of his view of the question 
which lie on the surface, and exhibiting them in 
the clearest possible light to your view. The con- 
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elusions to which he would conduct you are always 
dear to his own mind's eye ; so is the path through 
which he would lead you to them ; and he makes 
both equally perceptible to yours* He never seeks 
to compel you to follow him ; he walks away, as it 
were, at his own ease, and seems to say — ^^This is 
the way ; I shall be glad of your company, if you 
are so inclined ; if not, I must go by myself/' He 
is always mild and respectful to his opponents. He 
never suffers a harsh or offensive expression to 
escape his lips : even when angrily assailed^ as he 
sometimes is, or misrepresented, as he occasion- 
ally conceives himself to be, he never meets his 
antagonist in the same spirit. He is quite inno- 
cent of returning railing for railing, or evil for evil. 
He never speaks long at a time; but he speaks 
pretty often. He does not seem to be ambitious 
of making a display : he rather appears to me to 
act on the adage of — *^ Say away, then, and be done 
with it." You see when he rises he has something 
which he considers it is of great importance to 
deliver himself of; and all the time he is on his legs 
he hurries through it as fast as he can. I do not 
mean by ^^ hurrying" that he speaks rapidly or inar- 
ticulately ; on the contrary, his utterance is rather 
slow ; while his articulation is, perhaps, as perfect 
as that of any member in the House. What I 



BtSHOP OF LONDON. 897 

inean by his hurrying through his speech, or, in other 
words, to the object he has in view, is, that he 
never digresses for the purpose of speech-making; 
he contents himself with leading principles and 
leading arguments, deeming them sufficient for his 
purpose. The Right Rev. Prelate's language is 
most simple and perspicuous : there is no glitter of 
words, no meretricious ornament in his style, which 
bears some resemblance to the Addisonian. He 
excels in giving a great quantity of matter in few 
words. Almost every sentence contains a senti- 
ment, though he seldom or never, as already stated, 
gives utterance to any thing original or profound. 
The character of his ideas, arguments, and illus- 
trations, will be understood when I designate them 
as somewhat above mediocrity. 

Like the Bishop of Exeter, he has a perfect 
controul over his temper. He is known to have 
strong likings and strong dislikings; but his 
speeches never furnish the least indication of this. 
However violently attacked by others, he never, as 
before stated, betrays any loss of temper. When 
complaining of a misconstruction of his language, 
or a misapprehension of his meaning, (which, by the 
way, he does oftener than any other member, in 
proportion to the number of the speeches he 
delivers), he does so with the greatest possible 
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meekneM ; not only never uttering an ill-natured 
word in return, but always charitably ascribing the 
misconstruction or misapprehension to a want 
of sufficient perspicuity in the phraseology he 
himself has employed. 

Dr. Blomfield is an excellent Greek scholar. 
He has written several critical works in that lan- 
guage, which show the depth and extent of his 
attainments in that particular department of phi- 
lology. 

He belongs to the Evangelical party in the 
Church. He is, indeed, looked on as their leader ; 
and has repeatedly had every species of abuse 
heaped upon him by the moderate party for the 
zeal he has manifested on behalf of Evangelical 
principles. 

But though at drawn daggers with the moderate 
party of his own Church, he at once buries in obli- 
vion all his differences and disputes with them, 
whenever he comes in collision with the Dissenters, 
whom he regards as the common foe. He cheer- 
fully co-operates with moderate^ Churchmen — to 
whom at other times he cannot bring himself to 
extend the hand of Christian fellowship — when 
the progress of Dissent is the thing to be resisted. 
This may appear the more singular, as on all the 
leading doctrines of the gospel, he and the Calvin- 
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istic Dissenters are perfectly agreed together; while 
his views of those doctrines which the moderate 
party in the Church entertain, are the very anti- 
podes of his. 

- I have said he speaks with some frequency. 
He generally pits himself against Dr. Phillpotts ; 
but while no one can deny that the former is a 
man of talents, every one must see at once the 
great superiority of the latter. The fact, already 
alluded to, of the Bishop of London expressing 
a great deal in a few words, necessarily cur- 
tails his speeches. A man, who despising prefa- 
tory flourishes enters into his subject at once, and 
closely applies himself to it throughout, cannot, in 
the nature of things, make long orations. 

He usually studies his speeches. I do not, how- 
ever, suppose that he commits them to memory 
before delivering them. I never could perceive 
any traces of this. All I should suppose he does, is 
to cast the subject over in his mind, planning out 
the particular course of argument he will adopt. 
But though thus far preparing his speeches, he is 
not one of those incapable of extemporaneous 
speaking. He is often happy in reply: nothing 
could be more clear or correct than his phrase- 
ology, or more apposite than are his arguments, in 
the majority of such cases.. 
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The great inconsistency in Dr. Blomfield's cha- 
racter as a Christian bishop, is, that he has one rule 
of conduct for the rich and another for the poor. 
He is a most zealous advocate for Temperance 
Societies among the lower classes — and is the Pre- 
sident of the London Temperance Society; but 
he has never sought to extend the principles of 
these societies to the rich, though, beyond all ques- 
tion, they are as much needed among diem as among 
the poor. Every one of sound religious princi- 
ples must regret the extent to which the Sabbath is 
desecrated in London : the Bishop of London has 
strenuously endeavoured to put down the evil ; but 
here, again, his exertions have been partial as 
respects the parties affected. It is the violation of 
the Sabbath by the poorer classes only, that he has 
denounced and endeavoured to prevent : the Cabi* 
net dinners of Ministers — the festive parties and 
unsanctified amusements of the upper ranks of 
society, escape his anathemas. He applies not the 
rod of correction to them, even in a gentle man^ 
ner, though he uses it with an unsparing severity 
in the case of those who move in a more humble 
sphere of life. 

In his political opinions he is liberal on various 
important questions ; but he can hardly be said to 
be a partisan. The particular course he will pur- 
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sue on certain occasions is known to no one before- 
hand; and, consequently, when rising to address 
their Lordships in such cases, I have seen the 
greatest anxiety evinced by noble Lords on both 
sides of the House, to ascertain what were his sen- 
timents on the subject before it. 

Dr. Maltby, late Bishop of Chichester, and 
now Bishop of Durham, has made himself more 
conspicuous among his Right Rev. brethren on the 
Bench, by the decided liberality of his opinions, 
than from any prominent part which he takes in 
the proceedings of the House. The Right Rev. 
Prelate^s liberality is not confined to political 
questions only ; it is equally extended to all mat*- 
ters connected with the Church herself. Not only 
is he one of the most thorough-going Church 
Reformers in the House, but he has few equals — 
always, of course, excepting; the Infidel party—* 
even in the country itself. When I mention this 
fact, no one will be siu'prised to hear that he is in . 
the worst possible odour with by far the largest 
portion of the Bench of Bishops. They look on 
him as a black swan ; and some of them have more 
than once intimated in their places in Parliament, 
and in the hearing of the Right Rev. Prelate him- 
self, that they consider him a wolf in sheep's 
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dothing. He, however, takes the matter wonder^ 
fully easy ; and tells them in plain terms, that, 
equally regardless of their smiles or their frowns, 
their love or their hate, he will quietly pursue 
what appears to him the path of duty. He is a 
^^ good easy man.^ Nothing, indeed, seems to 
disconcert him, or put him out of countenance. 
He appears to have an excellent flow of spirits. 
The smile of good nature almost invariably sits on 
his countenance; and the prepossessing impres- 
sion which a first sight of him makes on your mind, 
is strengthened when you hear him speak. His 
voice and manner are full of mildness : he does 
not speak often; nor can he be considered an 
effective speaker. His matter wants vigour and 
ilepth, and his manner is deficient in energy. 
What he says is to the point; but it is never 
above mediocrity : it is more remarkable for its 
simplicity than for any other quality. His voice 
is pleasant, but not strong: it has no flexibility. 
Of his gesture he is very sparing; in fact, he 
makes no pretensions to oratory. He seems to 
acton the conviction fudging from the fewness of 
his speeches and the brevity and unimpassioned 
character of those he does make-^that elaborate 
orations are very foolish things; that they never 
make a single proselyte ; but that, after all, *^ the 
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voters the thing/' Acting on this principle, he 
has said but little either for Earl Grey's Govern- 
ment, by whom be was raised to the Bench, or for 
that of his successor in office; but his Tote has 
always, on all important occasions, been at the ser- 
rice of both Administrations. 

The Right Rev. Prelate is tall and stout, with 
considerable breadth of shoulders. His (aice is 
full without being fat. His features are small and 
regular. He may be considered a good-looking 
man. His complexion is something between fiiir 
und dark, inclining rather to the former. His head 
is nearly bald : the little hair he has on it is on the 
sides, and at the back, and is of a light brown. 
He does not look so old as he is ; he is about his 
sixtieth year, but you would not think he was 
much more than fifty. 

The Bishop of Hereford, Earl Grey's brother, 
was well known to the public during the Adminis- 
tration of the noble Earl; not, certainly, from 
any speeches he made in the House, or any thing 
else he had done to bring himself into notice, but 
because of his near relationship to one whose name 
during those four years filled so large a space in 
the nation's eye. The notoriety — I can hardly 
call it reputation — which the Right Rev. Prelate 
then enjoyed, from the circumstance I have men- 
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tioned, was a good deal increased by his voting 
against his brother on several of the most important 
questions which the Government of the latter 
brought forward, — though that Government had 
elevated him to a much higher station than he 
formerly filled, and added considerably to his 
means of living. His political opinions are deeply 
tinged with Toryism ; in religion he belongs to the 
moderate party in the Church. Of the opinions of 
the Evangelical party he may rather be said to 
disapprove, than to be hostile to their party itself 
in the abstract. His countenance gives every indi- 
cation of a mild and conciliatory disposition, and 
his conduct confirms the impression which is thus 
created. He is understood to be full of the milk 
of human kindness. 

I can hardly form an estimate of his talents ; for 
he has not afforded the means by any exhibition he 
has made in the House. He scarcely ever opens 
his mouth ; and even the few occasions on which I 
have heard him deliver two or three sentences, the 
topics have been of very secondary importance. 
From the little I have heard of his speaking — if this 
may be called speaking — I should conclude he is not 
only an indifferent orator, but a man of very 
limited scope of mind. 

He is rather above the middle height, and of a 
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handsome person, considering his advanced years ; 
for sixty-six summers' suns have shone on his head, 
the hair of which is light. His face is thin, and his 
features are strongly marked. They have, blended 
with the mildness of which I have spoken, an ex- 
pression of deep though tfuln ess. His complexion 
is sallow: he is apparently in tolerable health; 
but his constitution, owing perhaps to his advanced 
years, seems as if it were incapable of enduring 
much exertion or fatigue. 

I should add, that though his voice is hardly 
ever to be heard in the House, he is one of the 
most regular of his Right Rev. brethren in his 
attendance on his legislative duties. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

CONCLUDING REMARKS. 

It is but justice to many noble Lordb, whose names 
have not been mentioned in this work, to state, 
that in making the selection I have been guided 
solely by their comparative prominency in the 
public eye, and not by their usefulness as legis- 
lators. It consequently follows, that I have been 
obliged to devote a part of my space to noble Lords 
whose abilities are not of an order to entitle them 
to such notice, while I have been obliged to omit 
others whose legislative qualifications are such as 
to claim the respect of their fellow-countrymen. 

In the Upper, as in the Lower House, there are 
members who, through some accidental circum. 
stance, suddenly emerge from the depths of 
obscurity into a prominent place in the public 
eye, and then as suddenly fall back again into 
oblivion. Lord Alvanley is the most remark- 
able recent instance of this. Before his memorable 
attack, at the beginning of last Session, on Mr. 
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0*Connell, the noble Lord'^s name was hardly ever 
heard of as a member of the House of Peers. O'Con- 
nell, as usual, returned the blow with redoubled force, 
applying to him, among other epithets, that of ^^ a 
bloated buffoon.^ His Lordship challenged O'Con- 
nell to fight ; the latter, for well-known reasons, 
refused ; but his son Morgan offered to substitute 
himself in his place. Lord Alvanley accepted the 
offer — the parties met and fought ; and his Lord- 
ship, for the proverbial period of nine days, enjoyed 
as great a prominency in the public eye as must 
have satisfied the most craving appetite for distinc* 
tion. Since then his name has scarcely ever been 
heard of as a member of the Legislature. 

There are many Peers who scarcely ever open 
their mouths in the Upper House, who were dis- 
tinguished for their loquacity when members of the 
Lower House. Earl Spencer is the most remark- 
able recent instance of this. When Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, he spoke more frequently perhaps, 
than any other member ; but his elevation to the 
Peerage seems to have utterly sealed his lips as a 
senator. Indeed, he now scarcely ever attends to 
his legislative duties at all. I have not seen him 
once in his place in the House of Lords during the 
present Session ; and he was not half-a-dozen times 
in it in the course of all last Session. 
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Lord Glenelg is pretty much in the same pre« 
dicament, in so far as speaking is concerned. He 
has not made any speech worthy of the name since 
his elevation to the Upper House, and has only 
broken silence three or four times, and then only 
for a very short time. In his attendance in the 
House he is far from regular; but he is certainly 
not so bad as Earl Spencen 

It is a fact worthy of observation, that with the 
single exception of Lord Brougham, no man that 
has, of late years, been raised from the Lower to 
the Upper House, has made any figure in the 
latter place. On the contrary, they all seem to be 
rapidly descending, as public speakers, into obseu* 
rity. In addition to Earl Spencer and Lord Gle- 
nelg, I may mention the names of Lord Denman, 
Lord Abinger, Lord Ashburton, Lord Hathertmi, 
&c. ; in fact, there is something in the very consti* 
tution of their Lordships as a body, which has a 
strong tendency to discourage all attempts|^at ora- 
torical distinction. 

THE END. 
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